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EASTER. 


Owing  to  the  occurrence  of  Good  Friday,  next  week  we 
shall  go  to  press  a  day  earlier  than  usual — viz.,  on  Wednes- 
day. Correspondents  w  ill  please  let  us  have  their  communi- 
cations not  later  than  first  post  of  the  morning  of  that  day. 
Advertisers  should  send  their  "copy "to  the  publisher  on 
Tuesday,  but  advertisements  for  the  coloured  supplement 
will  be  received  up  to  5  o'clock  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 
Copies  of  the  supplement  may  be  obtained  at  the  office  on 
Thursday.  Our  offices,  42  Cannon  Street,  E.C.,  will  be 
closed  from  the  evening  of  Thursday,  April  7,  until  Tuesday 
morning,  April  12. 

*  *  *  * 

Firms  preparing  supplements  for  our  Summer  Number 
are  advised  that,  this  will  be  published  on  Julv  30.  Twelve 
thousand  will  be  required.  , 


We  comment  on  the  clauses  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  on 
p.  544. 

This  week's  Miscellaneous  Inquiries  contain  many  useful 
formulas  (pp.  561-4). 

Me.  Lewis  Ough  contributes  a  note  on  zanthoxylin 
based  on  experience  (p.  548). 

A  Photograph  of  a  recently-fitted  pharmacy  at  South- 
ampton is  reproduced  on  p.  540. 

A  Coroner  was  severe  on  the  administration  of  syrup  of 
poppies  to  a  young  child  (p.  530). 

Some  useful  formulae  and  hints  for  chemists  who  deal  in 
photographic  goods  are  given  on  p.  546. 

Making  cough-mixture  at  home  and  giving  a  young  child 
more  than  an  adult's  dose  occasioned  death  (p.  530). 

Ax  Account- of  the  peculiarities  to  be  met  with  at  a 
salvage  sale  and  some  of  the  prices  obtained  is  given  on 
p.  558. 

Trade  is  better  in  volume,  but  values  are  much  reduced , 
except  in  cod-liver  oil,  which  has  gone  higher,  and  is  scarce 
(p.  554). 

Particulars  of  Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-cocoa  Company  are 
given,  and  a  summary  of  Barclay  4c  Son's  report  for  1897, 
on  p.  553. 

In  "  Side  Lines"  we  commence  a  series  of  notes  on  more 
or  less  neglected  branches  of  business  which  may  be  made 
profitable  (p.  548). 

The  Quinine  Market  is  discussed  in  connection  with 
tbe  appearance  at  the  London  and  Amsterdam  auctions  of 
Java-made  quinine  (p.  545). 

The  Corporation  of  Ashton-under-Lyne  has  been  distri- 
buting carbolic  powder  without  even  labelling  it  "  Poison," 
and  now  a  death  has  occurred  (p.  530). 

Our  French  Correspondent  gives  some  interesting 
details  of  the  early  life  of  Cav?entou,  the  associate  of 
Pelletier  in  the  discovery  of  quinine  (p.  532). 

Tin:  Society  of  Arts  mustered  in  good  force  on  Wednes- 
day night  to  hear  a  lecture  by  Professor  Silvanus  P. 
Thompson  on  "  Telegraphy  across  Space"  (p  534  ) 

London  Chemists  should  note  the  particulars  we  give  on 
p.  541  of  a  resident  in  the  Albert  Road,  S.W.,  who  is  sending 
liberal  orders  to  a  great  number  of  pharmacies. 

The  Adventures  of  the  gentleman  who  came  to  England 
some  years  ago  to  introduce  Radam's  microbe-kilW  have 
been  narrated  in  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  (p.  539). 

The  Newcastle  Chemists  have  made  a  presentation  to 
their  distinguished  colleague,  Mr.  Barnard  S.  Proctor,  who 
has  retired  from  business  and  is  leaving  the  locality 
(p.  536). 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Chemical  Society  was 
held  on  Thursday  afternoon.  We  give  a  report;  of  what 
took  place  on  p.  552,  together  with  a  portrait  of  the  retiring 
Secretary. 

Dr  Auchinleck,  of  Dublin,  has  lectured  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Ireland  on  "  Pharmacy  the  Handmaid  of 
Medicine";  and  Professor  Percy  Frankland,  of  Mason 
College,  gave  an  address  to  the  Midland  Pharmaceutical 
Association  on  "  The  Bacterial  Purification  of  Water " 
(pp.  534-5). 

A  Dispute  between  Two  Welsh  Chemists  as  to  the 
sale  of  a  business,  an  underwriter  ordered  to  pay  for  his 
Homocea  shares,  a  dispute  between  the  "  Helm  "  Cccoa  pro- 
moters, compound  liquorice-powder  without  sulphur,  and  an 
analysis  of  street  iee-^oam  are  the  principal  items  in  our 
legal  reports  (pp.  537-8). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  Hems  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  alwa    welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Making  Cough-mixture  at  Home. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  New  Boultham  on  Monday,  Mrs. 
Rylatt  stated  that  on  the  previous  Thursday  she  was  making 
some  cough-mixture,  and  left  a  teaspoonful  of  laudanum  in 
a  cup  on  the  table  while  she  went  to  fetch  some  sugar  to  put 
to  it.  Her  21-year-old  child  reached  the  cup  and  swallowed 
the  laudanum.  Salt  and  water  and  castor  oil  were  given, 
but  death  occurred.  A  verdict  that  the  child  died  from  the 
effects  of  laudanum  taken  in  ignorance  was  returned. 

Careless  Administration  of  Cough-mixture. 

At  an  inquest  held  by  Mr.  J.  Parker,  District  Coroner,  at 
Blackpool,  on  Monday  last,  evidence  showed  that  George 
Oldham  Neap,  9  years  of  age,  being  unwell,  his  mother  on 
the  afternoon  of  Friday  last  visited  the  shop  of  Mr.  Green- 
wood, chemist,  where  she  purchased  a  mixture  containing 
laudanum,  chloroform,  paregoric,  and  aniseed.  This  mixture 
Mr.  Greenwood  was  in  the  habit  of  selling  to  persons  suffering 
from  cold.  Mrs.  Neap  did  not  tell  the  chemist  for  what 
purpose  she  required  the  mixture,  and  upon  reaching  home 
gave  the  child  four  teaspooofuh  with  a  tablespoonful  of 
water.  The  child  slept  until  evening,  when  the  mother  went 
out,  leaving  it  in  the  care  of  her  landlady,  who,  noticing  that 
it  made  a  noise  as  if  choking,  walked  about  with  it  in  her  arms. 
Medical  assistance  was  called  in,  but  the  child  died  at 
nine  o'clock  on  Saturday  night.  Dr.  Iredale  informed  the 
jury  that  the  child  had  had  enough  of  the  mixture  to  kill  an 
ordinary  person.  A  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure  was 
returned,  but  at  the  request  of  the  jury  the  Coroner  severely 
reprimande  i  Mrs.  Neap  for  her  carelessness. 

Infant  Poisoned  by  Syrup  of  Poppies. 
^  Mr.  C.  Luxmoore  Drew  held  an  inquiry  on  March  26,  at 
Fulham,  with  reference  to  the  death  of  George  Rosamond 
Baker,  aged  1  month,  the  son  of  a  coachbuilder,  who  died 
from  poisoning  by  syrup  of  poppies.  Matilda  Dovey,  sister- 
in-law  of  the  child's  mother,  said  she  had  been  staying  with 
her  recently,  and  on  March  16  the  child  was  drowsy,  and  she 
was  sent  for  a  doctor.  Afterwards  the  mother  told  her  the 
nurse  had  advised  her  to  give  the  child  a  quarter-teaspoonful 
of  syrup  of  poppies  to  soothe  it.  The  father  said  his 
cousin,  Mrs.  Atkins,  attended  his  wife  in  her  confine- 
ment, and,  as  the  child  was  cross,  she  asked  him  to  get 
a  pennyworth  of  syrup  of  poppies,  saying  a  doctor  had 
told  her  she  might  do  that.  He  bought  it  at  a  chemist's, 
and  two  doses  were  given.  On  March  16  a  third  dose 
was  giveo,  and  when  he  arrived  home  to  dinner  found 
the  child  was  ill.  He  knew  nothing  of  the  action  of  the 
syrup.  Richard  Henry  Richards,  manager  of  Parke's  Drug 
Stores,  336a  North  End  Road,  W.,  a  registered  chemist  and 
druggist,  said  he  did  not  remember  the  sale,  but  the  bottle 
produced  was  purchased  at  his  shop.  It  bore  the  proper 
poison  label.  It  had  a  good  sale  in  the  district,  but  it  was 
usual  to  ask  what  it  was  for,  because,  knowing  it  was  often 
given  to  children,  they  refused  to  sell  it  when  it  was  known 
to  be  for  that  o  ^ject.  He  turned  scores  of  customers  away 
on  that  account.  He  had  done  all  that  was  required  of  him 
under  the  Pharmacy  Act,  but  he  had  no  wish  to  shield  himself 
behind  that.  They  were  very  careful  in  those  matters.  The 
bottle  was  labelled  with  the  dose  for  an  adult.  The  Coroner 
suggested  that  it  might  be  added  on  the  label  that  it  was  not 
intended  for  children.  Mr.  Richards  said  the  label  was  in 
accordance  with  the  directions  he  received.  Maria  Ann 
Atkins  said  she  occasionally  went  out  nursing,  but  had  had 
no  trainirjg.  She  had  no  knowledge  of  drugs,  but  recom- 
mended the  m  ther  to  give  the  syrup  to  soothe  the  child,  as 


it  cried  so  much  and  was  restless.  It  was  not  true  that  a 
doctor  had  advised  it ;  her  mother  told  her  it  was  a  good 
thing.  She  asked  the  father  to  get  it.  She  gave  a  dose 
once,  and  the  child  slept  for  three  and  a  half  hours.  Wit- 
ness was  not  present  at  the  time  the  last  dose  was  given. 
The  Coroner  said  it  was  a  very  serious  thing  for  a  person  to 
advise  the  use  of  such  a  drug,  and  the  witness  was  morally 
responsible  for  the  death.  The  doctor  was  in  attendance  on 
the  child,  and  she  might  have  asked  his  advice.  Mrs.  Alice 
Baker,  the  mother,  said  she  gave  the  child  a  quarter- 
teaspoonful  of  the  syrup  on  the  morning  in  question,  and 
after,  as  it  did  not  wake  up,  she  sent  for  the  doctor.  She 
knew  nothing  of  the  action  of  the  syrup.  When  it  was- 
bought  she  called  Mrs.  Atkins's  attention  to  the  fact  that  it. 
was  labelled  "  Poison,"  and  she  told  her  to  keep  the  bottle  out 
of  the  way  as  the  doctors  were  against  it.  It  was  her  first 
child.  Mrs.  Atkins,  recalled,  said  it  was  true  that  her  atten- 
tion was  called  to  the  word  "  Poison,"  and  that  she  replied 
that  most  syrups  were  poisonous.  She  also  said  doctors  ob- 
jected to  everything  of  the  sort.  The  Coroner :  Certainly 
they  do.  Dr.  James  Edwards  said  opium  was  a  dangerous- 
thing  to  give  to  any  child.  Io  his  opinion  the  cause  of  death 
was  opium-poisoning.  The  parents  were  greatly  upset,  and 
witness  thought  it  was  an  error  of  judgment.  In  summing 
up,  the  Coroner  said  the  nurse  knew  the  syrup  was  dangerous, 
and  took  upon  herself  to  advise  the  parents.  The  chemist 
had  acted  within  his  rights,  and  had  labelled  the  bottle  in 
accordance  with  the  Act.  The  woman  had  acted  ve/y 
wrongly,  and  the  death  of  this  child  was  at  her  door.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure,  and  re- 
quested the  Coroner  to  censure  Mrs.  Atkins  for  the  negli- 
gence she  had  shown  in  advising  the  use  of  such  a  dangerous 
drug. 

Distributing  Carbolic-powder. 

An  inquest  was  held  at  Ashton-under-Lyne  on  March  23 
respecting  the  death  of  a  ten-months'-old  child  named  Piatt. 
The  mother  stated  that  the  deceased's  sister,  aged  three 
years,  gave  the  baby  some  carbolic  disinfecti  jg-powder 
which  she  had  obtained  from  under  the  sink,  thinking  it 
would  make  it  better,  as  it  was  suffering  from  teething. 
The  mother  added  that  the  powder  had  been  obtained  from 
the  Town  Hall  for  disinfecting-purposes.  It  had  been  in  the- 
house  for  two  years,  and  was  not  labelled  "  Poison  "  when  it 
was  taken  from  the  Town  Hall.  The  paper  in  which  the 
disinfectant  was  supplied  was  produced.  It  was  an  ordinary 
sugar-paper  bag.  In  reply  to  a  juryman,  the  Coroner  said 
the  powder  was  not  a  scheduled  poison.  Recommendations 
had  been  made  time  after  time  with  no  result.  It  was 
explained  that  the  Corporation  purchased  the  disinfecting- 
powder  in  large  quantities  from  the  chemists  in  the  town, 
and  then  made  it  up  into  bags  similar  to  the  one  produced, 
and  gave  cne  to  anyone  who  chose  to  call  and  ask  for  it. 
The  jury  suggested  that  more  care  should  be  taken  by  the- 
municipal  authorities  in  distributing  disinfectants,  and,  in 
passing  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure,  requested  the- 
Coroner  to  write  to  the  Town  Clerk  suggesting  that  in- 
future  all  such  powder  should  be  labelled  "Poison." 

Drug-  cont  raets. 

The  Isle  of  Wight  Guardians  have  accepted  the  tender  of 
Messrs.  Jordan  &  Stanley,  of  Newport,  for  the  supply  during 
the  ensuing  quarter  of  meat-extract  at  5.s\  6d.  per  dozen  tin>, 
Vorax  at  2d.  per  lb.,  carbolic  soap  (No.  2)  at  14.«.  per  cwt., 
Sanitas  soap  (No.  2)  at  11.  lis.  per  cwt.  Messrs.  Percival  i: 
Son  supply  saltpetre  at  2%d.  per  lb. 

The  High  Wycomoe  Guardians  have  contracted  with  Mr. 
H.  Young,  of  High  Wycombe,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants,, 
cod-liver  oil,  and  quinine. 

Mr.  M.  Laxon  has  been  appointed  chemist  and  druggist 
to  Faversham  District  Council. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Martin,  of  East  Grinstead,  has  secured  the  drug- 
contract  to  the  Guardians. 

The  Lewisham  Guardians  have  awarded  the  yearly  drog- 
contract  to  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  &  Co , 
40  Aldersgate  Street,  E  C.  ;  and  that  for  surgical- appliances 
to  Messrs.  Maw,  Son  Sc  Thompson,  London. 

The  Worcester  Guardians  have  contracted  for  drugs  as 
follows:  For  the  Workhouse  :  Mr.  Edward  J.  Kitson,  5  per 
cent,  discount  off  price-list ;  out-relief  district,  6d.  per  bottle 
for  8  oz.  and  under,  9d.  per  bottle  for  16  oz.  and  over  8  oz. 
St.  John's  cMs'rict :  Mr.  Thos.  Silk,  \d  per  dose. 
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The  Wolverhampton  Guardians  have  accepted  tenders  as 
follows: — Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compound  Company  (Limited), 
carbolic  soajj  at  19.i.  per  cwt.  for  Workhouse  and  Cottage 
Homes;  Messrs.  Philip  Harris  &  Co.  (Limited),  drugs  for 
Dispensary,  46Z.  4s.  3d. ;  for  Workhouse,  20/.  4s.  6d. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers,  London,  has  been 
accepted  by  the  Croydon  Guardians  for  the  supply  of  drugs 
during  the  ensuing  six  months. 

Contracts  for  Disinfectants. 

The  Clerkenwell  Vestry,  on  March  24,  considered  the  fol- 
lowing tenders  for  disinfectants  for  twelve  months  : — Fletcher 
Brothers  &  Co.,  Grimsby,  95-per-cent.  clear  carbolic  acid  fluid, 
free  from  tar  oils  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  Is.  2d.  per  gal.; 
70-per-cent.  carbolic  acid,  dissolved  in  caustic  soda,  and  free 
from  tar  oils  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  (no  quotation) ; 
15-per-cent.  carbolic  disinfecting-powder,  free  from  tar  oils 
and  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  3s.  lOd.  per  cwt.  Adams, 
Webster  &  Co.,  Hackney,  Is.  8^..  and  3s.  3d.  Adcock, 
Easton  &  Co.,  Finsbury  Park,  11/7 ,  8§<Z.,  and  2s.  9d.  Birch, 
Boulton  &  Hey  wood,  Is.  Id,  3s.  6d  ,  and  3/.  (sic).  The  Clerk 
said  there  was  another  tender  from  Messrs.  Newton,  Cham- 
bers &  Co..  who  only  offered  a  composition  called  Izal.  The 
tender  of  Messrs.  Adcock,  Easton  &  Co.,  was  accepted. 

St.  George's  (Southwark)  Vestry  had  the  following  tenders  : 
— Burt,  Bolton  &  Hay  ward,  11  19s.  2d.,  acid  per  cask,  21  19s.  3d  , 
powder  per  ton  ;  Mayor  &  Co  ,  21.  Is.  3d.,  31.  2s.  6d. ;  Sanitas 
Company  (Limited),  21.  6s  3d.,  31.  10s.;  J.  L.  Wade  &  Co. 
(Limited),  21.  5s.,  31.  10s. ;  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Com- 
pany (Limited),  3/.  10s.,  M.  17s.  6d.    The  first  was  accepted. 

Messrs.  Broom  &  Reid,  chemists  and  druggists,  have 
secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants  to  the 
Exeter  City  Council  for  the  next  twelve  months. 

Professor  Holloway's  Fortune. 

The  claim  against  Professor  Holloway's  estate,  brought  in 
1885  by  his  nephew,  William  Henry  Young,  and  pending 
ever  since,  has  been  finally  withdrawn. 

The  Jubilee  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co. 

Sir  John  Brunner,  Bart.,  M.P.,  in  the  course  of  his  presi- 
dential address  to  the  members  of  the  Winnington  (Nortb- 
wich)  Recreation  Club  on  Tuesday  last,  announced  the 
intention  of  Dr.  Mond  and  himself  to  give  a  new  pavilion 
to  the  club  to  mark  the  jubilee  of  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co., 
with  which  firm  the  club  is  connected.  It  also  transpired 
that  Dr.  Mond  intended  to  offer  a  silver  cup,  value  twenty- 
five  guineas,  for  competition  amongst  the  employes. 

Fires  at  Chemical- works. 

Fires  occurred  during  last  week  at  the  chemical-works  of 
Mr.  John  Clay  (trading  as  the  Caldene  Chemical  Company), 
Eastwood,  Todmorden :  at  thechemical-manure  and  glue  works 
of  Messrs.  Morris  k  Griffiths,  Newport ;  and  at  the  soapworks 
of  Messrs.  D.  C.  Keeling  &  Co.,  Kitchen  Street,  Liverpool. 
In  each  case  the  damage  done  to  property  was  extensive. 

Stealing  from  Chemists. 

At  Norwich  Guildhall  on  March  26  Walter  Mortimer, 
cartar,  was  charged  with  stealing  a  bottle  of  perfume  and 
two  boxes  of  pills,  value  8s.  3d  ,  the  property  of  his  em- 
ployers, Messrs.  Smith  &  Sons,  chemists.  Mr.  E.  Reeve,  for  the 
prosecution,  remarked  that  Mr.  Smith  exceedingly  regretted 
to  take  these  proceedings,  but  as  he  had  a  large  number  of 
employes  he  had  to  do  it  as  an  example.  At  the  same 
time,  he  did  not  wish  to  press  the  charge.  Prisoner,  when 
arrested,  at  first  denied  having  taken  anything  from  the 
place,  but  afterwards  admitted  that  he  had  taken  two  boxes 
of  Beecham's  pills,  which  he  sold  for  3d. 

Mr.  Wild  (Chairman) :  Are  they  the  same  that  are  worth 
a  guinea  a  box  ? 

The  prisoner  further  admitted  taking  four  bottles  of  scent, 
a  dozen  sanitary  towels,  some  tooth-paste,  a  box  of  biscuits, 
and  milk.  The  police  found  at  his  house  a  bottle  of  scent, 
a  box  of  Williams's  pink  pills,  and  a  box  of  Clarke's  pills. 
Prisoner  was  taken  to  Mr.  Smith's  house,  where  he  said  • 

lhe  scent  I  took  last  evening,  Clarke's  pills  about  two 
months  ago,  and  the  pink  pills  after  that." 

Mr.  J.  D.  Smith,  jun.,  said  the  prisoner  had  been  in  his 
employment  for  about  eleven  years.    As  a  whole,  witness 


had  been  pleased  with  him,  as  he  was  industrious  and 
obliging.  He  had  no  desire  to  press  the  charge,  and  asked: 
that  the  prisoner  might  be  leniently  dealt  with.  The  Chair- 
man remarked  that  most  of  the  articles  were  of  no  us<e  to  a 
man  in  the  prisoner's  position.  There  must  be  some  '<  - 
ceivers,  and  he  suggested  that  it  was  a  case  which  shonld 
be  followed  up  by  the  detectives.  Piisoncr  was  sent  to  gaol 
for  one  month  with  hird  labour. 

Three  boys,  named  Charles  Lewis,  Thomas  Lewis,  ami 
Joseph  Grocott,  were  charged  at  the  Hanley  Police  Court 
on  March  24  with  stealing  three  tablets  of  soap,  the  pro- 
perty of  Mr.  Insull,  chemist,  Lichfield  Street,  Hanley  ;  ami 
William  Laws  (15)  was  charged  with  receiving  the  soap, 
well  knowing  it  to  have  been  stolen.  The  latter,  who  was 
consideied  the  ringleader,  was  ordered  to  receive  twelve 
strokes  with  the  birch-rod,  Charle-;  Lewis  and  Grocott  six 
strokes  each,  and  Thomas  Lewis  was  discharged  with  a 
caution. 

Chemists  as  Public  Men. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Featherstone,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  be^n 
appointed  an  overseer  oF  the  poor  for  the  parish  of  Tnnstall. 

Mr.  Joseph  Blower,  chemist,  Knighton  and  Craven  Arms, 
has  been  re-elected  unopposed  to  the  Knighton  Urban 
Di.-trict  Council,  on  which  he  has  served  for  the  hist  ten 
years. 

Mr.  H.  S.  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  Kingston  Hill, 
has  been  elected  a  member  of  Kingston-on-Thames  Town 
Council.  The  contest  was  a  keen  one,  Mr.  Cooper  being 
elected  by  the  casting  vote  pf  the  returning-officer. 

Mr.  Frederick  Tidswell,  chemist  and  druggist,  Denholme, 
has  been  re-elected  unopposed  a  member  of  the  Urban 
District  Council. 

Mr.  Chas.  Bancroft,  chemist  and  druggist,  KincU.n,  has 
been  re-elected  a  member  of  the  Parish  Council. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Morgan,  chemist,  Narbprth,  has  been  re-electeil 
a  member  of  the  Local  School  Board. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

Business  Changes. 

The  Dolphin  Drug-stores  have  been  opened  at  Dolphin's 
Barn,  Dublin,  by  Mr.  Wright. 

Mr.  J  S.  Balmer,  registered  druggist,  has  opened  a  drug- 
store at  Gray's  Hill,  Bangor.  He  has  for  several  yca.s  been 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  T.  B.  Gorman,  in  that  town. 

Messrs.  Alex.  Boyd  &  Co.  (Limited),  Lisburn,  report  that 
they  have  now  got  the  finishing  touches  put  on  their 
alterations  commenced  a  few  months  since.  Their  phar- 
macy is  practically  double  its  former  size.  They  havo 
changed  the  name  of  their  establishment  from  "The  Medical 
Hall  "  to  "  The  Pharmacy." 

An  Alchemist  in  Trouble. 

John  McCallion,  an  itinerant  "chemist,"  was  charged  la^t 
week  in  the  Belfast  Police  Court  with  obstructing  the 
thoroughfare.  He  was  engaged  in  selling  a  "chemical" 
warranted  to  convert  brass  into  silver,  and  had  the  enti.e 
street  blocked  up.  On  being  told  to  move  on  he  lifted  the 
stand  on  which  his  "crucible "rested  and  smote  the  lonstable 
on  the  head,  smashing  the  latter's  helmet.  Two  months' 
imprisonment  with  hard  labour  was  meted  out  totheniode.ru 
alchemist,  without  the  option  of  a  fine. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association. 

The  members  of  this  Association  held  a  smoking-oonc^rS 
in  the  Gresham  Hotel  on  Tuesday  evening.  Mr.  William  J. 
Hardy  (President)  occupied  the  chair,  and  over  100  mcml  era 
and  their  friends  were  present.  The  musical  items  in  '.be 
pr  gramme  were  rendered  by  Messrs.  Ccnyrgbam,  Cooper, 
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McCUntock  Adams,  G.  G.  and  J.  Fetherston,  Siberry,  Stokes, 
Hanna,  Smith.  Stuart,  Brown,  Corcoran,  Taylor,  Yoxall, 
Keynard,  Dalgliesh,  Farquhar,  &c.  Messrs.  Bowles,  Conyng- 
ham,  Liddle  i  Bates  accompanied. 

Doctors  Disagree. 

bra.  Richard  Barrett  and  Jeremiah  Kelleher,  two  Macroom 
medicine-men.  appeared  last  week  at  Cork  before  Judge 
Holmes,  the  former'  to  recover  l,O00Z.  damages  from  the 
latter  for  alleged  libel  contained  in  a  letter  written  to  the 
Macroom  Board  of  Guardians  reflecting  on  the  plaintiff's 
treatment  of  a' female  patient.  When  the  case  came  forward 
for  trial  it  was  at  the  last  moment  settled,  Dr.  Kelleher  un- 
reservedly withdrawing  the  imputations  in  the  letter.  His 
Lordship  gave  judgment  for  Is.  damages,  and  48Z.  costs. 
Drug-contracts. 

Messrs.  John  Clarke  &  Co.,  chemists,  Belfast,  have  been 
appointed  drug-contractors  to  the  Londonderry  Union.  The 
contract  for  the  supply  of  surgical-appliances  to  the  same 
union  has  been  given  to  Mr.  S.  Bell,  of  the  same  city. 

Mr.  T.  M.  O'Connor,  L.P.S.I.,  Athlone,  has  again  secured 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  Athlone  Union  with  drugs  and 
surgical-appliances. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Glycerophosphates  of  Quinine. — On  account  of  the 
tendency  in  France  to  replace  sulphate  of  quinine  by 
glycerophosphates  of  quinine  because  of  the  greater  solu- 
bility of  the  latter,  and  the  special  properties  of  phospho- 
glyceric  acid,  M.  E.  Falieres  has  set  himself  the  task  of 
finding  the  best  conditions  of  preparation  and  control  of  a 
pure  product,  and  he  has  published  the  result  in  the  Bulletin 
of'  the  Bordeaux  Society  of  Pharmacy.  He  says  that 
experiments  confirm  the  theory  of  the  existence  of  two 
glycerophosphates  of  quinine  corresponding  to  two  known 
sulphates  or  hydrochlorates — viz.,  basic  salt  and  neutral 
salt. 

Alleged  Error  in  Dispensing.  —  An  18-months' 
old  baby  in  Paris  died  a  few  days  ago,  and  it  is  alleged  that 
the  death  was  due  to  an  error  in  dispensing.  The  child 
was  taken  ill  with  diarrhoea,  and  the  doctor  prescribed  a 
calmative  containing  a  small  dose  of  ammonia.  The  father 
took  the  prescription  to  be  made  up,  and  after  giving  the 
first  dose  the  child  was  seized  with  horrible  pains  and  died 
the  following  day.  Analysis  of  the  remainder  of  the  medi- 
cine showed  that  the  fatality  had  occurred  by  a  large 
overdose  of  ammonia.  The  error,  it  is  said,  was  made  by 
the  pharmacist's  unqualified  assistant.  The  police  have 
taken  the  matter  in  hand. 

He  Dr.  Thomas  W.  Evans. — It  is  likely  that  Paris  lawyers 
will  have  some  handsome  pickings  out  of  the  deceased 
dentist's  huge  fortune  before  it  is  finally  disposed  of.  A 
claim  to  the  estate,  or,  at  least,  a  portion  of  it,  has  been  set 
up  by  one  of  his  nephews,  Dr.  John  Evans,  otherwise 
known  as  the  Marquis  D'Oyley,  who  incurred  his  uncle's 
wrath  during  the  latter's  lifetime  by  setting  up  in  competi- 
tion with  him  in  business.  Apparently  the  deceased  dentist 
was  prophetic  when  he  remarked  that  he  "  did  not  know 
what  to  do  with  his  money.''  His  will  seems  to  invite  liti- 
gation, and  meanwhile  his  remains  lie  in  the  vaults  of  a  Paris 
church  awaitinsr  the  time  when  his  executors  are  able  to 
arrange  for  their  translation  to  Philadelphia. 

The  Good  Samaritans  in  Paris  are  certainly  the  phar- 
macist-. A  case  came  under  my  notice  last  week.  An 
English  gentleman  was  knocked  down  in  the  Latin  quarter 
by  a  heavy  cart  and  severely  injured.  He  was  at  once  taken 
to  a  neighbouring  pharmacy  and  well  cared  for,  though  his 
injuries  were  so  severe  that  he  had  ultimately  to  be  removed 
to  the  nursing  brotherhood  of  St.  Jean  de  Dieu.  Many 
similar  instances  could  be  related  of  solicitous  care  of 
persons  who  have  been  the  victims  of  accidents  or  sudden 
illness  in  the  street.  Not  less  kind  and  courteous  are  they 
in  the  trivial  incidents  of  their  profession.  Anyone 
acquainted  with  the  sober  dignity  of  a  high-class  Paris 
pharmacy,  and  the  facility  with  which  postage- stamps  are 
'Bought  in  the  multifarious  tobacconist-shops  here,  will 
•understand  the  amused  interest  I  experienced  recently, 


when  in  a  well-known  pharmacy  in  the  rue  de  Bac,  on 
seeing  a  smart  young  English  lady  walk  briskly  in  and  ask, 
in  a  very  limited  French  vocabulary,  for  a  "  stamp."  I  had 
never  seen  the  incident  here  before,  and  consequently  noted 
the  good  breeding  of  the  pharmacist  and  his  staff.  No  one 
even  smiled,  though  it  was  much  like  asking  a  West-end 
London  chemist  for  a  pennyworth  of  pins.  The  principal, 
however,  conducted  the  lady  to  the  door  and,  pointing  to 
the  red  lamp  of  a  neighbouring  tobacconist,  said,  "  That 
Madam,  is  the  place  you  want." 

Caventou,  whose  name  is  so  closely  associated  with  that 
of  Pelletier,  and  to  whom  a  monument  is  to  be  erected  in 
honour  of  their  discoveries,  especially  that  of  quinine,  was 
the  son  of  a  military  pharmacist  who  joined  the  French 
army  in  September,  1792,  when  the  "  Patrie  en  danger  "  was 
the  cry  that  appealed  to  young  patriots.  Caventou,  the 
chemist,  was  born  in  1795  at  St.  Omer,  where  his  father  was 
attached  to  a  military  hospital.  At  an  early  age  the  lad 
started  for  Paris,  travelling  there  on  one  of  the  cumbersome 
five-horse  fish-carts  which  in  those  days  carried  the  fresh 
sea-fish  from  Dunkirk  to  Paris  in,  as  the  historians  say, 
"a  few  hours" — that  is,  within  four-and-twenty.  He 
apprenticed  himself  to  a  Paris  pharmacist,  studied  at  the 
Faculty  of  Sciences  and  School  of  Pharmacy.  He  was 
ranked  first  in  a  competition  for  hospital  pharmacists  in 
1815.  But  when  Napoleon  returned  from  Elba  in  March, 
1815,  he  resigned  his  appointment  and  entered  the  army  as 
his  father  had  done.  He  was  posted  at  Waarden  (Holland), 
which  was  quickly  invested  by  the  Allies,  and  during  the 
siege  Caventou  was  reduced  to  serving  up  his  favourite  dog 
as  a  piece  de  resistance  for  a  dinner-party.  The  garrison 
refused  to  believe  in  the  defeat  at  Waterloo,  but  when  a 
French  officer  confirmed  the  news  they  surrendered.  During 
the  siege  Caventou  kept  the  garrison  in  drinking-water  by 
purifying  the  contents  of  the  cisterns,  and  also  increased 
their  creature  comforts  by  making  coarse  soup,  besides 
rendering  other  services  by  his  scientific  knowledge  as  a 
chemist.  He  shivered  through  the  rigorous  winter  that 
followed  in  a  Paris  garret  without  employment,  tut  in  1816 
was  placed  at  the  St.  Antoine  Hospital.  There  he  seems  to 
have  met  Pelletier.    Their  joint  work  is  a  matter  of  history. 

Pharmaceutical  Jurisprudence. — It  would,  I  think,  be 
no  exaggeration  to  say  that  France  enjoys  the  privilege  of 
being  the  country  most  prolific  in  pharmaceutical  lawsuits. 
Whether  this  is  due  to  the  fact  that  litigation  is  a  less 
costly  luxury  here  than  in  some  other  countries,  or  that  the 
existing  legislation  controlling  the  profession  was  so  ar- 
ranged by  the  genius  of  Napoleou  I.  that  present-day  enter- 
prise finds  the  bonds  too  tightly  drawn,  lam  not  prepared 
to  decide.  The  fact,  however,  remains,  and  the  diversity  of 
causes  which  give  rise  to  lawsuits  is  not  less  surprising. 
The  latest  case  is  one  in  which  the  Quakers'  remedies 
(•'Pilule  k.  Tisaine  des  Quakers")  were  involved.  In  this 
instance  a  M.  Demarquez  had  entered  into  partnership  for 
an  unlimited  term  with  a  M.  Babuland  and  a  Madame 
Marmagne  to  take  over  together  the  proprietorship  of  the.-.e 
remedies  and  to  carry  on  a  business  in  them  for  their  mutual 
benefit.  After  a  short  time  the  parties  did  not  agree,  and 
the  first-mentioned  associate,  thinking,  perhaps,  he  had  left 
a  door  open  by  which  to  retreat,  announced  his  intention  of 
retiring  from  the  combination.  He  asked  for  the  return  of 
his  capital,  and,  this  being  refused,  brought  an  action  for  its 
recovery,  on  the  ground  that,  none  of  the  partners  having  a 
pharmacist's  diploma,  the  business  was  illicit.  The 
Tribunal  of  Commerce  in  Paris  went  further  than  this,  and 
gave  judgment  to  the  effect  that  "the  so-called  Quaker 
products  are  secret  remedies,  and  any  convention  having  for 
object  the  preparation  and  sale  of  remedies  of  this  kind  is 
illegal,  and  as  such  cannot  form  the  basis  of  a  lawsuit." 
The  case  was  consequently  dismissed.  According  to  a  deci- 
sion of  the  Court  of  Cassation  given  some  thirty  years  ago, 
all  medicaments  are  considered  as  secret  remedies  in  France 
that  are  not  inscribed  in  the  Codex  or  have  not  received  an 
official  sanction  after  being  submitted  to  the  Paris  Academy 
of  Medicine.  The  proprietors  of  the  Quakers'  remedies  had 
not  complied  with  either  of  these  conditions.  As  regards  the 
recovery  of  capital  by  the  discontented  party,  it  could 
doubtless  form  the  object  of  another  action  on  different 
grounds,  such  as  that  the  money  was  paid  towards  an  object 
which  did  not  legally  exist. 
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Druggist  as  Consul.— Mr.  Alfred  Elliott,  chemist  and 
drug-gist,  manager  of  Messrs.  Heynes,  Mathew  &  Co.'s  store 
at  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S.,  bas  been  appointed  American  con- 
sular agent  at  Bloemfontein. 

Cocoanut  Oil.— Messrs.  Lever  Brothers  (Limited),  of  Port 
Sunlight,  have  a  large  oil-mill  near  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  where 
they  press  cocoanut  oil  from  copra  imported  from  the  South 
Sea  Islands.  The  oil-cake  residue  is  entirely  consumed  in 
the  colony. 

Defeated  Again. — In  the  New  York  Legislature  at 
Albany,  on  March  18,  Mr.  Wicke  introduced  a  Bill  which 
requires  that  the  ingredients  of  patent  medicines  shall  be  sec 
forth  on  the  label.  Mr.  Nixon,  the  Kepublican  leader,  con- 
demned it,  and  the  Bill  was  dropped. 

Improvement  in  Johannesburg.— Mr.  Joseph  Heymann, 
of  the  Golden  Mortar  Dispensary,  Commissioner  Street, 
Johannesburg,  has  had  his  premises  enlarged  and  handsomely 
refitted,  and  a  neatly-furnished  surgery  is  attached.  Electric 
light  is  installed  throughout  the  building. 

Hard  Lines. — An  assistant  in  the  Bressanelli's  Pharmacy, 
Milan,  has  been  sentenced  to  three  months'  imprisonment 
for  carelessness.  He  was  serving  a  girl,  and  while  taking 
the  stopper  out  of  a  glacial  acetic-acid  bottle,  the  acid 
spurted  into  the  girl's  eyes,  blinding  and  disfiguring  her. 

The  Ahgentaurum  Syndicate.— Dr.  Stephen  Emmens 
has  written,  in  reference  to  a  statement  which  we  quoted  from 
a  French  journal  that  Edison,  Tesla,  and  Carey  Lea  were 
members  of  the  Argentaurum  Syndicate,  that  the  statement 
was  absurd  ;  Lea  has  long  been  dead,  and  the  other  two  have 
their  own  axes  to  grind. 

German  PnYSic  — The  German  druggist  has  a  hard  time 
of  it.  He  must  not  poach  on  the  apotheker's  preserves,  so  it 
has  happened  that  a  druggist  in  Striegau  who  sold  a  menthol- 
cone  and  a  headache-snuff  has  been  fined  Is.  for  so  doing. 
The  curious  point  about  the  matter  is  that  some  lead-lotion 
sold  at  the  same  time  was  not  regarded  as  medicine. 

Imitation  Beef- extract.— It  is  reported  that  Chicago 
brewers  have  found  a  way  to  use  brewery  refuse  to  make  an 
article  so  closely  resembling  beef-extract  that  no  one  can  tell 
the  difference.  Beef-extract  people  pooh  pooh  the  statement ; 
but  in  view  of  what  has  been  done  on  this  side  by  Dr.  John 
Goodfellow,  it  would  be  better  for  them  to  look  more  carefully 
into  the  matter. 

The  Inventor  of  Collodion.— John  Parker  Maynard, 
M.D.,  a  prominent  physician  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  U.S.  A  ,  died  on 
February  26.  He  was  a  native  of  Boston,  Mass.,  and  while  a 
medical  student  at  Harvard  he  conceived  the  idea  of  invent- 
ing a  substance  which  should  be  used  in  the  dressing  of 
wounds  in  place  of  adhesive  plaster.  With  this  view  he 
experimented,  and  became  the  original  discoverer  of  collodion 
in  1347. 

Norwegian  Pharmacy.— There  are  only  thirty-three 
pharmacists  in  Norway  "  privileged  "  by  the  State,  but  there 
are  more  pharmacist-proprietors— for  example,  in  Christiania 
there  are  nineteen  pharmacies,  only  two  of  which,  the  Swan 
Apotheke,  founded  in  1628,  and  the  Elephant  Apotheke, 
founded  in  1692,  are  privileged.  Of  the  six  pharmacies  in 
Bergen  only  two  are  privileged.  A  proposal  is  now  on  foot 
to  do  away  with  the  privilege  system. 

The  Advance  of  Woman— Two  new  lady-doctors 
(aertzinncri)  have  completed  their  curriculum  at  Zurich— 
Dr.  Jenny  Springer,  a  Berlin  lady,  and  Dr.  Agnes  Haeker, 
who  hails  from  Konigsberg.  Pharmacy  is  closed  to  women 
in  Germany.  We  also  note  progress  in  connection  with  the 
Medical  Institute  for  Women  in  Moscow,  towards  which  a 
million  roubles  were  subscribed.  Most  of  the  professors  in 
Moscow  University  have  agreed  to  lecture  in  the  institute 
for  the  first  five  years  at  least.  There  is  accommodation  in 
it  for  100  women. 

"  Tabloids  "  in  Germany. — A  recent  issue  of  the  Munich 
Med.  Wochschr.  contains  a  communication  from  Dr.  Otto 
Witt,  a  well-known  Berlin  professor  of  chemistry,  regarding 
Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.'s  tabloids,  which,  as  we 


have  recently  reported,  were  tabu  for  a  time  in  the  Father- 
land. Dr.  Witt  bought  in  the  ordinary  way  tabloids  of 
potassium  iodide  0  5  gramme,  arsenious  acid  0  005  gramme, 
and  copper  sulphate  0  05  gramme,  examining  them  qualita- 
tively and  quantitatively.  He  found  the  first  to  consist  of 
pure  potassium  iodide,  the  content  of  KI  lying  between 
04754  and  0'5035  gramme ;  the  arsenions-acid  tabloids  did 
not  exceed  either  way  more  than  ^  milligramme  of 'the 
stated  quantity ;  and  the  copper-sulphate  tabloids  were 
practically  correct. 

Victoria  Pharmacy  Board. — Mr.  Lacey,  who  has  just 
been  appointed  a  member  of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria, 
was  apprenticed  in  Birmingham,  and  was  afterwards  for 
eight  years  with  Giles,  Schacht  &  Co.,  Clifton.  After  leaving 
Mr.  Schacht  Mr.  Lacey  managed  businesses  in  various  parts, 
married,  and  went  to  Australia  in  1883.  He  and  Mr.  Wool- 
nough  are  the  only  two  chemists  on  the  Board  holding 
British  qualifications,  and  both  of  them  are  Major  men.  In 
his  circular  to  the  registered  chemists  Mr.  Lacy  diplomatic- 
ally withheld  all  expression  of  his  views.  He  simply 
stated  that  he  bad  had  thirty  years'  experience  of  phar- 
macy, both  English  and  colonial,  and,  if  elected,  would  do 
his  very  best  for  the  interests  of  the  profession.  His  nomin- 
ation-paper was  signed  by  Messrs.  C.  B.  Blackett,  D.  A. 
Simpson,  George  Swift,  F.  S  Grimwade,  E.  N.  Lewis,  E.  N. 
Grimwade,  H.  X.  Tompsitt,  Colin  McPhee,  and  R.  P.  Francis. 

Pharmacy  in  East  Africa. — There  is  no  Pharmacy 
Act  in  Zanzibar,  writes  Mr.  William  Bowen  in  the  Spatula, 
consequently  the  business  is  in  the  hands  of  half-educated 
pharmacists,  who  mostly  come  from  India.  There  are  two 
classes  of  shops — those  patronised  by  Europeans  of  the  better 
class,  and  the  other  frequented  exclusively  by  Indians, 
Arabs,  and  other  natives.  Every  doctor  in  Zanzibar  dis- 
penses his  own  medicines  and  runs  a  medical  store.  In  fact, 
he  depends  on  dispensing  for  his  means  of  subsistence,  as 
he  receives  no  fee  for  advice.  Among  patent  medicines 
Wilkinson's  sarsaparilla  has  entirely  taken  the  field,  and  has 
an  enormous  demand.  Perry  Davis's  pain-killer  and  Fellows' 
•syrup  are  also  largely  sold.  In  English  patent  medicines 
the  following  have  a  large  sale: — Beecham's,  Cockle's,  and 
Holloway's  pills  and  ointment,  Lalor's  phosphodyne,  Colli;; 
Browne's  chlorodyne,  Keating's  lozenges,  and  B.,  W.  Sc  Co.'s 
preparations.  McKesson  &  Bobbins'  goods  are  also  coming 
to  the  front.  Grimault  &  Co.'s  goods  have  a  fair  demand. 
They  obtained  a  footing  two  years  ago  by  sending  out  a 
traveller  with  samples  and  appointing  a  pushing  local 
agent. 

Careless  Prescribing.— The  Times  of  India  for  March  5 
devotes  a  column  of  forcible  criticism  to  the  "  Story  of  a 
Prescription."  The  Punjab  Government  had  issued  a  report 
upon  the  death,  by  accidental  poisoning,  of  Mr.  MacLean,  a 
superintending  engineer.  At  first  accounts  it  appeared  as  if 
the  blame  was  solely  due  to  a  hospital-compounder,  who,  in 
making  up  a  prescription,  had  put  in  160  gr.  of  extract  of 
nux  vomica  into  a  mixture  instead  of  tincture.  The  chief 
offender,  according  to  the  Times  of  India,  ,was,  however, 
Surgeon-Major  Dennys,  of  Delhi,  who  wrote  the  prescription. 
Dr.  Dennys  admits  talking  to  his  patient  while  writing,  and 
says  that  by  an  unaccountable  slip  of  the  pen  he  wrote 
"  ext.  nuc.  vomicae  "  instead  of  "  tinct.  nuc.  vomicas."  The 
dose,  however,  was  inserted  in  minims,  and  it  was  obvious, 
he  thinks,  that  tincture  was  intended.  This  was  the 
second  mistake  he  had  made  in  the  writing  of  the  pre- 
scription, for  on  first  reading  it  over  he  discovered  that  the 
nux  vomica  had  been  omitted  altogether,  and  the  prime 
blunder  was  made  as  a  correction.  A  third  correction  had 
to  be  made  on  discovering  that  the  symbol  for  the  dose  was 
a  stroke  short,  and  a  fourth  correction  struck  out  one 
ingredient  and  substituted  another.  The  hospital-assistant 
whose  duty  it  was  to  dispense  all  poisonous  ^ingredients  was 
absent,  but  left  the  keys  of  the  poison-cupboard  with  his 
servant,  and  told  the  compounder,  in  violation  of  departmental 
rules,  that  in  case  of  urgent  demand  he  might  make  up  a 
prescription  on  his  own  responsibility.  The  compounder,  on 
the  strength  of  this  authority,  made  up  the  fatal  mixture, 
reading  "grains"  for  minims,  with  the  inevitable  result. 
The  compounder  has  been  dismissed  from  Governmoit 
service;  the  hospital-assistant  has  been  put  into  a  lower 
class  for  two  years;  and  Dr.  Dennys  has  been  transferred  to 
a  smaller  station. 
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PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  IRELAND. 

0-<  March  28  aa  evening  meeting  of  this  Society  was  held, 
when  a  lecture  on 

Pharmacy,  the  Handmaid  of  Medicine, 

was  delivered  by  Dr.  H.  A.  Auchinleck,  M.D.  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  R.  J.  Downo-)  was  in  the  chair,  and  amongst  those 
j  esent  were  Drs.  Walsh  and  McWalter,  Miss  Ada  Wyatt, 
arid  Messrs.  II.  Conyngham,  J.  T.  Turner,  W.  F.  Wells,  A.  T. 
Ferrall,  Conaor,  S.  Curham,  A.  L.  Doran,  J.  S.  Ashe,  Deacon, 
Dempsey,  Burnett,  Michie,  and  A.  J.  Barnes. 

Dr.  Auchinleck:  began  his  lecture  by  stating  that  the 
v.  ord  "  handmaiden  "  was  not  intended  to  convey  any  degree 
cf  subserviency.  Pharmacy  and  medicine  should  walk 
together  hand  in  hand,  each  helping  the  other.  The  lecturer 
then  traced  the  rise  of  the  art  of  medicine  from  the  days  of 
j-t  ima'val  man,  who  probably  early  learnt  the  effect  of  poisons, 
and  used  them  for  vicious  or  revengeful  purposes.  The  medicine- 
man, having  thus  gained  a  reputation  for  knowledge,  enjoyed 
the  love  and  dread  of  his  fellows.  His  investigations  led 
ldm  to  know  that  the  same  drugs  had  the  same  effect  on  all 
persons,  and  this  principle  of  simple  pharmacology  formed 
the  leading  line  in  subsequent  pharmacy.  After  a  time 
pharmacy  was  found  at  another  stage.  The  pharmacist 
started  as  the  assistant  of  the  medical  man,  but  as  know- 
ledge increased  vice  began  to  show  itself.  The  great 
fundamental  rule  of  working  hand  in  hand  began  to  be 
forgotten,  and  as  a  result  pharmacy  went  back.  The  early 
physicians  studied  anatomy,  and  it  was  not  improbable  that 
the  ancient  Egyptians  knew  all  about  the  circulation  of  the 
blood.  The  effects  and  the  action  of  drugs  on  each  organ  of 
the  body  led  to  experiments,  and  pharmacy  again  made  a 
great  start  ahead.  The  Egyptian  pharmacists  were  referred 
to,  and  their  wonderfully  accurate  prescriptions  came  in  for 
comment.  Stripped  of  their  extraneous  covering,  some 
cf  the  ancient  Egyptian  formulae  contained  very  use- 
ful matter,  and,  having  regard  to  the  scientific  attain- 
ments of  the  sons  of  the  Pharaohs,  due  respect 
should  be  paid  to  their  old-time  medicines.  The 
Roman  period  nest  came  under  review.  In  that  age 
poisoning  was  reduced  to  a  fine  art.  Poisons  of  the  most 
subtle  nature  were  resorted  to,  and  rings,  jewels,  daggers, 
and  other  kindred  articles  were  made  the  medium  for  the 
poisoner's  art.  A  single  drop  of  poison  concealed  in  a 
hollow  needle  was  conveyed  by  perhaps  the  pressure  of  a 
ring,  a  hand-shake,  or  other  similar  means.  Hence  the 
danger,  even  to  the  present  day,  of  handling  some  of  the 
trinkets  seen  in  old  palaces  in  Italy.  The  hypodermic 
injection  of  to-day  was  largely  in  use  in  the  time  of  the 
Borgias  and  in  the  latter  days  of  the  Roman  Empire.  The 
pharmacy  of  Shakespeare  next  came  under  observation. 
The  apothecary  of  that  period  was  not  allowed  to  sell  his 
wares,  and  was  forbidden  by  law  to  give  drugs  unless  on  the 
order  of  a  physician.  This,  remarked  the  lecturer,  was  a 
very  wholesome  law,  and  might  with  advantage  be  occasion- 
ally availed  of  nowadays.  At  this  time  men's  energies  became 
concentrated  on  the  pursuit,  of  theelixir  vitw,  and  when  unsuc- 
cessful in  finding  that  which  was  to  ensure  perpetual  youth 
they  turned  their  thoughts  to  the  transmutation  of  metals, 
and  the  mad  race  after  the  philosopher's  stone  began,  the 
quest  ending  like  its  predecessor  in  disappointment,  mad- 
ress,  or  death.  At  the  time  that  pharmacists  were  searching 
for  two  impossible  things  they  became  acquainted  with 
other  matter;-..  They  discovered  certain  means  of  obtaining 
crystalline  substances  out  of  plants,  and  as  soon  as  that 
stage  in  pharmacy  was  reached  began  the  use  of  reasonable 
medicines,  and  soon  afterwards  the  hitherto  infallible  phar- 
macy of  fastiDg-spittle,  live  spiders, -toads,  and  other  small 
cattle  was  enabled  to  be  dispensed  with  for  the  cure  of 
ordinary  indigestion.  The  use  by  the  femaie  sex  of  sub- 
stances to  add  to  the  beauty  of  their  eyebrows  and  the 
brilliancy  of  their  eyes  was  next  referred  to  by  the  lecturer, 
v.ho  said  the  drugs  in  question  were  largely  availed  of  by 
lhdies  in  Cairo — not  in  Ireland,  he  added  gallantly,  as 
the  Irish  girl-'  eyes  sparkled  naturally  like  diamonds  and 
they  required  no  artificial  aids  to  beauty.  (Applause  )  Science 


fell  into  such  disrepute  in  the  middle  ages  that  to  be  a 
chemist  or  pharmacist  was  a  great  reproach,  but  all  the 
time  pharmacy  and  medicine  were  advancing  hand  in  hand. 
Coming  down  to  the  present  age  it  was  very  satisfactory  to 
know  by  experience  that  pharmacy  was  the  handmaid  of 
medicine,  and  needed  no  watching  to  do  her  work  properly. 
Medical  men  were  satisfied  with  the  pharmacists  and  were 
glad  to  help  and  assist  their  handmaid  in  every  possible  way. 
The  sale  of  dangerous  drugs  should  not,  he  thought,  be 
permitted  by  law  unless  authorised  by  a  physician.  The 
existing  Act  of  Parliament,  in  this  respect,  required  amend- 
ment. The  stronger  the  safeguard  around  the  pharmacist 
and  the  physician  the  better  for  both.  The  law  was  also 
defective  in  that  patent  medicines,  some  of  which  contained 
very  deadly  poison,  could  be  purchased  at  grocers'  shops. 
The  lecturer  animadverted  strongly  against  the  unfair  legis- 
lation which  allowed  a  person  without  legal  qualification  to 
register  as  patent  a  preparation  of  perhaps  the  utmost 
value,  from  a  therapeutic  point  of  view,  but  to  the  disadvan- 
tage of  the  chemist.  Regarding  the  unqualified  trader,  he 
said  any  person  might  set  up  next  door  to  himself  and  prac- 
tise medicine  and  surgery,  and  so  long  as  he  did  not  assume 
the  name  of  doctor  or  surgeon  the  law  looked  on  uncon- 
cernedly. It  was  only  when  an  accident  or  fatality  ensued 
that  notice  was  taken  of  such  quacks.  In  the  same  manner 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  had  to  prosecute  offenders 
against  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  concluded  by  likening 
pharmacy  to  the  little  Hebrew  maid  who  knew  of  a  remedy 
for  her  master's  leprosy,  and  suggested  that  remedy.  She 
did  not  bring  the  prophet  to  her  master,  ntr  get  out  the  troops 
to  convey  Naaman  to  the  River  Jordan.  She  simply 
suggested,  and  that  was  the  way  in  which  pharmacists 
should  act  with  the  medical  profession,  and  which,  he  was 
pleased  to  say,  was  his  experience  of  Irish  pharmacists  in 
general. 

Mr.  W.  F  Wells,  in  proposing  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
lecturer,  said  it  was  a  matter  of  very  great  satisfaction  to 
them  as  pharmacists  to  have  Dr.  Auchinleck,  who  stood  so 
high  in  the  medical  and  scientific  world,  recognising  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.  Irish  doctors  in  no  wise  encroached 
on  the  compounders'  province,  and  he  was  glad  to  say  that 
in  Dublin,  and,  indeed,  throughout  the  country,  very  little 
counter-prescribing  existed.  Referring  to  ancient  drugs, 
Mr.  Wells  went  on  to  say  that,  with  their  thousands  of  diffe- 
rent drugs,  they  were  not  much  better  off  nowadays  than 
formerly,  and  told  a  story  of  an  old  Irish  apothecary  who 
attributed  his  success  to  the  fact  that  he  never  went  outside 
seven  or  eight  drugs,  and  only  wished  that  modern  pharma- 
cists could  similarly  confine  their  stock  of  chemicals.  As  to 
the  sale  of  poisons,  he  regretted  to  say  the  law  was  of  very 
little  avail  in  preventing  illegal  sales,  and  it  was  only  by  co- 
operation that  they  could  hope  to  hold  their  own. 


SOCIETY  OF  ARTS. 

On  March  30  Professor  Sylvanus  P.  Thompson,  F.R.S., 
lectured  before  the  Society  on 

Telegraphy  across  Space. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Swan,  F.R.S.,  was  in  the  chair. 

Professor  Thompson  began  his  lecture  by  remarking  that 
there  was  no  such  thing  as  "  wireless  telegraphy,"  as  in  all 
the  methods  at  present  known,  although  the  wires  did 
not  run  between  the  sending  and  receiving  stations,  base 
lines  or  base  areas  were  used.  The  three  methods  of 
telegraphy  were  described:  (1)  Conduction;  (2)  induc- 
tion ;  (2)  wave-method.  In  the  first  two  methods  com- 
munication could  be  established  through  water  or  earth, 
whilst  in  the  third  no  medium  was  required.  Diagrams  of 
Mr.  Preece's  experiments  were  shown  on  the  screen,  and, 
after  sketching  the  history  of  the  first  t  wo  methods.  Professor 
Thompson  passed  on  to  the  wave-method.  He  mentioned 
that  in  1876  he  narrowly  missed  making  the  discovery,  which 
Hertz  afterwards  elucidated.  The  lecturer  also  mentioned 
that  a  short  while  back  he  offered  to  establish  communica- 
tion between  the  Cape  and  England  without  direct  wire  if 
10,0007.  was  found  for  initial  expense  of  the  base  lines 
required,  but  the  scheme  fell  through.  The  work  of  Lodge, 
Reghi,  Marconi,  and  Slaby  came  in  for  mention,  many 
diagrams  being  projected  on  the  screen  to  explain  their 
different  proposals.    In  concluding  the  lecture,  Professor 
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Thompson  said  he  looked  forward  to  important  results  from 
the  new  departure  of  tuned  or  syntonic  instruments,  and 
saw  no  reason  why,  by  the  wave-system,  it  should  not  be 
possible  to  establish  electrical  communication  between 
England  and  Australia  if  the  curvature  of  the  earth 
formed  no  impediment,  which  could  only  be  found  out  by 
practical  trial. 

Mr.  Swan,  in  conveying  the  thanks  of  the  meeting  to  the 
lecturer,  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  tuning  of  the  waves 
■was  most  important,  as  otherwise  anyone  with  a  receiving- 
instrument  could  catch  any  message  which  happened  to  be 
flying  through  space. 


MIDLAND  PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  on  March  24,  Mr.  F.  J.  Gibson  presiding, 
Professor  Peecy  Fbankland,  Mason  College,  read  a  paper 
on 

The  Bacterial  Purification  of  Water. 
In  some  respects,  he  confessed,  the  subject  was  foreign  to 
the  interests  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Association,  but  there 
was  ample  evidence  that  the  modern  pharmacist,  in  an  age 
of  unprecedented  specialisation,  had  succeeded  in  retaining 
that  catholicity  of  interests  which  in  the  past  had  led  to  so 
many  brilliant  men  of  science  being  recruited  from  the 
■world  of  pharmacy.  He  then  went  on  to  describe  the  origin 
of  the  bacteriological  examination  of  water  about  thirteen 
years  ago,  and  to  review  its  progress.  He  showed  the 
fabulous  powers  of  reproduction  with  which  some  of  the 
bacteria  are  endowed,  one  bacteria  in  twenty-four  hours 
being  multiplied  to  the  extent  of  16,000.000.  and  in  forty- 
eight  hours  to  the  extent  of  280,000,0C0,000,000.  It  was  the 
presence  of  the  bacteria  of  cholera  and  typhoid  fever  that 
we  had  to  fear  in  drinking-water.  There  were  two  purifica- 
tion-processes— natural  and  artificial  One  of  the  most 
-striking  and  remarkable  examples  of  water  undergoing 
natural  purification  was  to  be  found  in  the  visible  improve- 
ment which  took  place  in  a  river  during  its  flow,  and  to  this 
several  factors  contributed.  In  this  connection  the  Pro- 
fessor emphasised  the  remarkable  destructive  effects  which 
the  sun's  rays  exert  on  bacterial  life,  and  experiments  had 
shown  that  these  destructive  effects  were  greatly  intensified 
in  the  presence  of  oxygen.  Dr.  Geisler,  of  St.  Petersburg, 
had  also  shown  that  whilst  from  two  to  three  hours'  sun- 
shine was  sufficient  to  produce  a  most  markedly  deleterious 
effect  on  the  typhoid  bacillus,  it  required  an  exposure  of  no 
less  than  six  hours  to  the  beams  of  an  electric  arc  lamp  of 
1,000  candle-power,  at  a  distance  of  one  metre,  to  produce  a 
similar  effect.  Sedimentation  was  one  of  the  most  important 
natural  processes  of  water- purification,  which  was  being  daily 
more  appreciated,  and  it  should,  if  possible,  be  almost  in- 
variably resorted  to  as  a  preliminary  to  other  methods  of 
purification.  Laboratory  experiments,  too,  had  abundantly 
proved  that  the  multiplication  of  most  micro-organisms 
commonly  found  in  water  was  greatly  stimulated  by  raising 
the  temperature  of  the  water;  though,  strangely  enough, 
streams  generally  contained  less  bacteria  in  summer  than  in 
winter,  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  in  summer  most 
streams  were  largely  fed  with  pure  spring  water,  almost 
wholly  destitute  of  bacterial  life,  whilst  during  the  winter 
they  were  largely  composed  of  water  which  had  washed  the 
surface  of  cultivated  land,  and  which  was  teeming  with 
micro-organisms.  But  by  far  the  most  perfect  and,  on  the 
whole,  the  most  important  of  the  natural  processes  was 
filtration  through  porous  strata.  Proceeding  to  describe  the 
artificial  processes  of  bacterial  purification,  the  speaker 
dwelt  on  the  value  of  sand-filters,  which  he  described  as  the 
most  important  supplementary  purification  to  which  water 
could  be  subjected  on  the  large  scale.  Experiments  had 
demonstrated  that  a  freshly-constructed  sand-filter  had 
little  or  no  power  to  remove  bacteria  from  the  water  passing 
through  it,  and  that  it  was  only  after  the  sand  had  been  in 
action  for  some  days,  or  even  weeks,  that  it  became  endowed 
with  this  capacity.  The  acquisition  of  this  power  of  retain- 
ing bacteria  was  found  to  depend  upon  the  gradual  forma- 
tion of  a  slimy  deposit  on  the  surface  of  the  sand,  which 
acted  as  a  bacterial  trap  or  strainer.  The  results  obtained 
are  the  more  satisfactory  the  greater  the  depth  of  the  sand 
employed,  and  experiments  had  shown  that  it  was  possible 
to  secure  greater  efficiency  of  filtration  by  the  use  of  finer 
sand.    Another  artificial  process  sometimes  employed  for  the 


purification  of  water  consisted  in  treating  hard  water  with 
lime,  thus  leading  to  a  precipitation  of  the  carbonate  of  lime 
in  solution.  This  was  known  as  Clark's  process,  and  was 
a  simple  and  inexpensive  method,  not  merely  of  softening 
hard  water,  but  of  bacterial  purification,  which  in  certain 
cases  would  be  of  the  greatest  utility.  The  paper  was 
illustrated  by  slides  thrown  on  a  screen.  At  the  close  Pro- 
fessor Frankland  answered  a  number  of  questions. 


BRIGHTON  JUNIOR  ASSOCIATION  OF  PHARMACY. 
The  last  scientific  evening  of  the  session  was  held  on 
March  23,  when  Mr.  R.  A.  Cripps  read  a  very  instructive 
paper  on  "  Official  Extracts  and  Liquid  Extracts." 


EDINBURGH  CHEMISTS',  ASSISTANTS',  AND 
APPRENTICES'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  the  meeting  held  on  March  25,  Mr.  George  Sinclair 
(President)  in  the  chair,  an  address  was  given  on 

Pharmaceutical  Reading 
By  Peter  Boa. 

Mr.  Boa  advocated  more  extended  reading.  He  had 
observed  a  tendency  on  the  part  of  young  men  to  read  only 
within  the  barest  limits  necessary  for  passing  the  Minor. 
He  had  further  observed  a  tendency  after  examination  not  to 
read  at  all  in  the  sphere  of  pharmaceutical  literature.  That, 
he  thought,  was  a  great  mistake.  The  art  of  pharmacy  wa* 
very  old,  and  in  the  old  books  were  to  be  found  the  bases  of 
our  present  day  procedure.  The  old  books  were  of  higher 
literary  excellence  than  the  modern  ones—  ey.,  Pharroa- 
cologia,  Pereira's,  Neligan's  and  Christison's  "Materia 
Medica."  In  the  old  days  one  man  produced  only  one  book, 
and  on  it  staked  his  reputation.  Now  it  was  number  rather 
than  quality  that  seemed  to  be  the  aim  of  authors.  A  run 
through  some  of  the  old  books  gave  an  insight  into  the 
origin  and  evolution  of  many  of  the  formulrc  at  present  in 
use.  Old  names,  too.  that  were  still  in  use  among  the  people 
were  learned,  and  this  was  useful  for  business  purposes.  In 
materia  medica  a  broader  grasp  of  the  subject  than  was  got 
with  regard  to  the  present  Minor  examination  was  desirable. 
As  the  subject  was  "  got  up"  at  present  it  was  seldom  really 
understood.  A  wider  range  of  pharmaceutical  reading  would 
be  a  source  of  both  pleasure  and  profit,  and  a  sure  means  of 
attaining  greater  professional  success. 


Jfestibtius  antr  (BntzxiRmmmts, 


The  Dancing  Season  Ending. 
The  third  and  last  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association's- 
Cinderella  of  the  season  was  held  at  the  Portman  Rooms  on 
Thursday,  March  24  In  spite  of  the  extreme  inclemency  of 
the  weather  a  large  number  of  members  and  their  friends 
assembled  and  spent  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  evening.  The 
arrangements  were  again  in  the  experienced  hands  of 
Messrs.  Robins  and  Cooper,  and  were  admirably  carried 
through. 

SOAPMAKING  CSICKETEES  SMOKE. 

In  spite  of  the  distinctly  anti-festive  weather  of  Boat-race 
night  (March  26)  the  Tunnel  Cricket  Club,  who  are  the 
employes  of  Messrs.  D.  &  W.  Gibbs,  Tunnel  Soapworks, 
Wapping,  held  a  most  successful  smoker  at  the  George 
Tavern,  Trinity  Square,  Tower  Hill.  The  gathering,  which 
consisted  of  about  a  hundred  of  the  cricketers  and  their 
friends,  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Perry,  and  a  series 
of  musical  sketches,  handbell  solos,  pianoforte  duets,  and 
songs,  both  grave  and  gay,  were  given,  to  the  unmistakable 
delight  of  the  audience.  The  comic  turns  of  Mr.  J.  Cook 
(who  is  a  carman  in  the  employ  of  the  firm)  and  the  ventri- 
loquial  sketches  of  Mr.  G.  R.  Rayment  were  of  distinct 
merit,  while  the  exhibition  of  a  domestic  phonograph  by  a 
friend  of  the  Chairman  was  an  interesting  and  much  ap- 
preciated novelty.  The  phonograph  gave,  amongst  other 
items,  Harry  Randall's  latest  song,  an  orchestral  piece,  a 
tenor  song,  banjo  solo,  and  the  irrepressible  "  Tut,  tut!" 
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Baenaed  S.  Peoctoe  Honoueed  by  his  Fellow- 
citizens. 

There  was  a  large  gathering  of  Northern  pharmacists  at 
the  Hotel  Metropole,  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  on  Wednesday 
evening,  when  the  Newcastle  District  Chemists'  Association 
held  their  first  annual  dinner.  The  proceedings  were 
specially  interesting  because  the  occasion  was  taken  advan- 
tage of  to  make  the  presentation  of  a  beautiful  marble  time- 
piece and  cheque  for  a  handsome  amount  to  Mr.  Barnard  S. 
Proctor,  F.l.C,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  late  senior  partner 
in  the  firm  of  Proctor,  Son  &  Clague,  Newcastle.  Mr. 
Proctor,  as  we  have  previously  announced,  is  retiring  from 
business  life,  and  he  will  shortly  take  up  his  residence  at 
Bradford-on-Avon.  Unfortunately,  his  health  did  not  permit 
1  im  to  be  present  at  the  dinner. 

The  chair  was  occupied  by  Mr.  T.  Maltby  Clague,  President 
of  the  Newcastle  Chemists'  Association.  The  toast  of  "  The 
Pharmaceutical  Society "  was  proposed  by  Mr.  A.  Ernest 
Owen,  and  replied  for  by  Mr.  Dudderidge,  Principal  of  the 
North  of  England  School  of  Chemistry  and  Pharmacy.  The 
toast  of  "The  Newcastle-on-Tyne  District  Chemists  and 
Kindred  Associations  "  was  next  proposed  by  Mr.  Bell,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Sunderland  Chemists'  Association.  Mr.  Kerse, 
Treasurer  of  the  Newcastle  Association,  in  the  course  of  his 


Barnard  S.  Proctor,  F.l.C. 

reply,  said  that  Association  now  numbered  between  forty 
and  fifty  members.  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson,  F.C.S.,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  (Secretary),  also  responded.  He  said  their 
Association  bad  an  uphill  task  before  them.  Other  socie- 
ties had  failed  because  their  aims  were  too  ambitious. 
Some  of  them  tried  to  become  scientific  societies.  The  New- 
castle Association  merely  aimed  at  bringing  the  members 
more  into  social  intercourse  with  each  other. 

Alderman  John  Harrison,  J.P.,  Sunderland,  ex  "Vice-pre- 
sident Pharmaceutical  Society,  made  the  presentation,  which 
was  received  by  Councillor  Dunford  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Proctor. 
Alderman  Harrison  paid  an  eloquent  tribute  to  the  character 
of  Mr.  Proctor.  He  said  it  was  painful  for  them  to  be  parting 
with  one  who  had  played  a  very  conspicuous  part  in  the 
pharmaceutical  world  for  nearly  the  past  half  century.  Mr. 
Proctor  passed  his  examination  in  1853,  and  four  years  later 
became  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  In  his 
earlier  days  he  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  also  for 
some  years  an  examiner.  In  that  capacity  he  naturally  made 
enemies,  but  also  a  very  great  number  of  friends.  He  ques- 
tioned whether  any  man  had  played  a  more  important  part  in 
connection  with  pharmacy.  From  his  earliest  days  he  was 
a  contributor  to  the  pages  of  pharmaceutical  journals,  and  his 
papers  were  recognised  to  be  of  the  highest  merit  and  authority. 


The  leading  characteristics  of  Mr.  Proctor's  character  were 
a  high  sense  of  duty  and  a  determination  to  excel.  As  a 
boy  he  had  a  greater  inclination  towards  mechanics  than  in 
the  direction  of  chemistry,  but  under  a  sense  of  duty  he  was 
induced  to  enter  his  father's  pharmacy,  and  served  his  appren- 
ticeship there.  Then  he  sought  to  make  himself  the  best 
pharmacist  possible,  and  he  fulfilled  his  aim  and  became  a 
leading  light  wherever  pharmacy  was  known.  In  the  preface 
of  the  first  edition  of  Proctor's  well-known  "  Lectures  on 
Pharmacy  "  he  explained  how  he  became  a  teacher  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  There  was  great  alarm 
lest  apprentices  should  not  have  the  opportunity  to  become 
sufficiently  trained  to  pass  the  Minor  examination.  He  was 
asked  to  take  up  the  work  of  the  local  School  of  Pharmacy. 
He  did  not  seek  the  post,  but  felt  bound  to  accept  it,  and 
right  nobly  did  he  discharge  his  duties  in  that  sphere 
of  labour.  Although  an  eminently  scientific  man,  and  a 
man  of  many  attainments,  he  was  yet  extremely  modern,  and 
always  ready  to  give  all  he  knew  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
Now  the  time  had  come  when  Mr.  Proctor  felt  compelled 
to  retire,  and  his  friends  and  neighbours  in  the  trade 
wished  that  he  should  have  some  token  of  their  regard 
and  esteem,  and  the  deep  obligation  under  which  he  had 
laid  not  only  the  pharmacists  of  this  country,  but  of  all 
countries.  He  expressed  the  feelings  of  all  in  wishing  many, 
many  years  of  happy  peaceful  life  to  Mr.  Proctor. 

Mr.  Simpson,  who  had  known  Mr.  Proctor  for  thirty  years, 
also  spoke  of  him  in  appreciative  terms. 

Councillor  Dunford,  as  representing  Mr.  Proctor,  apologised 
for  his  inability  to  be  present.  His  life,  he  said,  had  been 
an  arduous  one,  and  had  never  been  devoted  to  self-seeking. 
He  was  glad  to  think  his  work  had  been  appreciated,  and 
he  should  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  conveying  to  him 
their  good  wishes. 

Among  the  letters  read  by  the  Secretary  was  one  from 
Professor  Attfield,  F.R.S.,  who  spoke  of  his  dear  old  friend 
Proctor.  "  Deane,  Brady,  and  Bentley  no  longer  with  us," 
wrote  the  Professor,  "  Eeynolds,  Proctor,  and  myself  met 
together  nearly  thirty-five  years  ago,  and  with  a  few  kindred 
souls  founded  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
Proctor — humorous,  hard-headed  Proctor — read  the  first  paper. 
We  have  been  friends  ever  since.  Please  let  me  share  in 
recognition  of  his  services  to  pharmacy." 

The  company  present  at  the  dinner  numbered  nearly  fifty, 
and  included  visitors  from  Sunderland,  Wallsend,  Jarrow, 
Stockton-on-Tees,  and  Hexham. 

The  Leicestee  Chemists'  Social  Union 

combined  their  annual  meeting  and  annual  dinner  at  the 
Wyvern  Hotel  on  Tuesday  last.  Mr.  T.  Howard  Lloyd,  the 
President,  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  company  numbered 
about  forty. 

After  dinner  the  chairman  congratulated  the  Association 
on  its  success,  and  thought  it  was  bidding  fair  to  become 
a  strong  and  useful  body.  It  had  in  a  great  measure  succeeded 
in  cultivating  a  social  and  genial  spirit  amongst  the  members 
of  the  trade  in  Leicester,  and  he  felt  it  an  honour  to  occupy 
the  position  in  which  they  had  placed  him.  The  Hon. 
Secretary  (Mr.  F.  W.  Goodess)  then  gave  an  encouraging 
report  of  the  year's  work.  They  had  had  a  supper,  a  picnic, 
a  lantern-lecture,  and  a  smoking-concert.  The  subscription 
was  only  Is.  per  year.    So  far  thirty-five  had  joined. 

The  Hon.  Treasurer  (Mr.  Hearnshaw)  reported  a  slight, 
but  not  an  alarming,  deficit. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  was  moved  by  Mr.  W.  B. 
Clark,  and  seconded  |  by  Mr.  Brett.  This  being  carried 
cordially,  they  were  all  re-elected.  Subsequently  the 
meeting  developed  into  a  smoking-concert. 

Smoke,  Song,  and  Benevolence. 

The  Liverpool  Pharmaceutical  Students'  Society  and 
friends,  numbering  sixty  in  all,  had  a  smoking-concert  at 
the  Kardonnel  Cafe  on  March  24.  Mr.  H.  Pierson  was  in  the 
chair.  Music,  songs,  and  recitations  were  contributed  by 
Messrs.  Bannington,  Saml.  Kowse,  W.  Compton,  C.  Davies, 
A.  Newton,  Thos.  Scrutton,  H.  B  Wood,  and  Hyam.  A 
collection  taken  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent 
Fund  realised  11.  13s. 


"Palmey  sety  hointment,"  "hogs  yoid  of  zink,"  and 
"  diaklam  "  are  Herefordshire  drug  orders. 
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Xc^al  TRcport0» 


THE  SALE  OF  A  CHEMIST'S  BUSINESS. 

In  the  Chancery  Division,  on  Wednesday,  before  Mr.  Justice 
North,  the!  case  of  Evans  v.  Jones  and  Jones  v.  Evans  came 
on  for  hearing.  Mr.  Dunham,  who  appeared  for  the  plaintiff 
Evans,  said  the  action  was  to  obtain  specific  performance  of 
two  agreements — one  for  the  sale  of  a  lease,  and  the  other 
for  the  sale  of  the  stock  and  effects  of  a  chemist's  business 
at  Mountain  Ash,  Glamorganshire.  The  plaintiff  possessed 
the  lease  of  a  shop  at  44  Oxford  Street,  Mountain  Ash,  and 
the  defendant  carried  on  a  chemist's  business  in  the  same 
Street.  On  March  6  an  agreement  was  entered  into  by 
which  the  plaintiff,  Rebecca  Evans,  agreed  to  sell  to  Jone  - 
the  lease  of  the  shop  at  44  Oxford  Street  for  62/.  10s.,  and 
Thomas  Whitney  Evans,  husband  of  Rebecca  Evans,  agreed 
to  sell  all  the  stock,  effects,  and  fixtures  at  a  valuation,  the 
purchase-money,  both  of  the  lease  and  the  stock  and  effects, 
to  be  paid  before  March  18.  A  deposit  was  paid,  but  the 
purchase  was  never  completed,  owing  to  an  action  brought 
by  the  lessor  against  the  lessee  to  obtain  forfeiture  of  the 
lease.  In  consequence  of  the  action  the  defendant  refused 
to  complete,  and  declined  to  go  into  possession.  The  lessor's 
action  was  ultimately  tried  in  the  County  Court  and  dis- 
missed in  June,  1896.  There  was  a  counterclaim  by  the 
defendant  for  damages  for  deterioration  of  the  stock  in  the 
interval. 

Mr.  Justice  North  asked  who  was  in  possession  in  the 
interval. 

Mr.  Dunham  replied  that,  legally,  the  vendors  were ; 
but,  as  a  matter  of  fact, -the  shop  was  shut  up  for  the  pur- 
pose of  valuing  the  stock,  and  it  remained  shut  up  on  the 
defendant  declining  to  go  into  possession. 

Evidence  was  given  on  both  sides,  and  for  the  defendant, 
Mr.  William  Thomas  Hicks,  wholesale  and  retail  druggist, 
was  called,  and  said  he  carried  on  business  at  Cardiff.  He 
valued  the  stock,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  valuation  the 
goods  were  left  in  such  a  way  as  to  cause  them  to  deteriorate 
if  left  for  any  length  of  time.  He  re-examined  the  goods 
in  November,  1897,  and  found  the  stock  had  depreciated 
to  the  extent  of  80/. 

Mr.  Ingpen,  for  the  defendant,  contended  that,  had  his 
client  taken  possession  when  it  was  offered  him,  he  might, 
in  view  of  the  litigation  between  the  lessor  and  the  lessee, 
have  laid  himself  open  to  all  manner  of  actions. 

Mr.  Dunham  said  litigation  might  have  justified  the  de- 
fendant withholding  his  hand  until  it  was  settled  ;  but  it 
was  not  a  blot  upon  the  title,  and  did  not  entitle  him  to 
withdraw  from  the  contract  altogether.  He  submitted  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  specific  performance,  and  that 
without  giving  compensation  for  deterioration. 

His  Lordship  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  with  costs, 
on  the  claim  and  counterclaim. 


UNDERWRITING  THE  HOMOCEA  SHARES. 
ON  March  25,  in  the  High  Court,  the  action  Homocea 
(Limited)  v.  Bullock  was  tried  before  Mr.  Justice  Mathew.  The 
plaintiff  company  sought  to  recover  from  Mr.  Henry  Bullock, 
of  11  Pancras  Lane,  E.C.,  the  sum  of  360/.  application  and 
allotment  money  as  the  holder  of  720  shares  in  the  concern. 
The  defendant  had  pleaded  that  there  was  no  consideration 
for  his  signing  a  certain  underwriting  letter,  and,  secondly, 
that  he  had  been  relieved  of  his  liability,  if  any,  there- 
under. 

Mr.  Pavey,  who  in  May  last  year  was  secretary  to  the 
plaintiff  company,  said  on  April  14,  1897,  allotment  was 
made  to  the  underwriters  of  63,496  shares,  which  included 
720  shares  in  the  name  of  the  defendant.  Cross-examined  : 
Witness  was  acting-secretary  from  the  start.  He  became 
secretary  on  April  6.  He  knew  Captain  Mercer  prior  to  the 
allotment,  but  did  not  know  that  that  gentleman  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  the  company.  Captain  Mercer  was  not 
acting  as  promoter  to  witness's  knowledge.  Witness  was  en- 
gaged by  a  Mr.  Lambert,  but  he  was  not  aware  that  Mr. 
Lambert  and  Major-General  Barwell  were  acting  together 
for  the  promotion  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Fred.  H.  Bowden,  the  present  secretary  of  Homocea 


(Limited),  said  that  defendant's  name  still  appeared  on  the 
register  as  holder  of  720  preference  shares,  but  notice  of 
forfeiture  had  been  sent  to  him. 

Mr.  Overend  argued  for  the  defendant  that  no  letter  of 
underwriting  was  ever  made  on  behalf  of  the  defendant 
except  in  regard  to  his  connection  with  Captain  Mercer, 
who,  the  defence  said,  was  promoting  the  company,  and  that 
underwriting  letter  was  purely  conditional  upon  certain 
things  coming  to  pass,  which  never  did  come  to  pass.  That 
was  why,  in  the  defence,  it  had  been  pleaded  that  Mr. 
Bullock  had  been  discharged.  On  April  5,  1897,  defendant 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Mercer  as  under : — "  Homocea 
(Limited).  With  reference  to  your  underwriting  in  the 
above,  I  find  I  made  a  mistake  in  not  asking  for  a  cheque 
for  the  amount  of  the  application-money,  and  a  signed 
application-form.  I  have  seen  the  committee  who  are  pass- 
ing the  underwriting  through,  and  they  have  agreed  to  ac- 
cept your  underwriting  conditionally  on  your  forwarding  a 
cheque,  together  with  the  enclosed  application-form  duly 
signed,  by  twelve,  or  at  latest  one,  o'clock  to-morrow  to  me. 
The  cheque  will  not  be  used,  except  in  the  case  of  allotment 
to  you."  But  in  the  meanwhile  defendant  had  made  certain 
inquiries  and  was  not  satisfied,  and  he  declined  to  go  any 
further.  The  next  communication  he  got  was  from  a  perfect 
stranger — Major-General  Barwell —  which  defendant  treated 
with  silence.  Defendant's  contention  was  that  the  only 
document  he  ever  signed  was  through  Captain  Mercer,  and 
that  it  was  conditional. 

For  the  defence  Captain  E.  C.  Mercer  was  called,  and  Mr. 
Bullock  also  gave  evidence. 

His  Lordship  found  for  the  plaintiff  company  for  the 
amount  claimed  with  costs. 


"HELM"  COCOA  CONTRACTS. 

Befobe  Mr.  Justice  Bigham  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Division 
on  March  25,  the  action  of  the  Nederlandsche  Cacaofabrick  v. 
Challen  (Limited)  was  heard.  Mr.  Hollams,  who  appeared 
for  plaintiffs,  said  the  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages 
for  breach  of  contract,  and  the  claim  arose  in  respect  of  three 
agreements.  The  first  was  dated  July  30,  1896,  and  was  to 
j  the  effect  that  on  2,700/.  being  paid  by  plaintiffs  to  de- 
fendants the  latter  agreed  to  purchase  from  plaintiffs 
"  Helm  "  cocoa  to  the  extent  of  40,000  lbs.  in  eighteen  months 
and  pay  for  it.  The  defendants  were  to  be  sole  agents  in 
Great  Britain  for  five  years,  and  the  2,700/.  was  to  be  paid  in 
monthly  instalments,  the  first  of  which  was  to  be  200/.  That 
money  was  to  be  expended  in  advertising  "Helm"  cocoa  in 
Great  Britain.  It  was  also  to  be  advertised  in  defendants' 
list,  and  they  were  not  to  advertise  any  other  cocoa.  Only 
972  lbs.  had  been  taken  in  the  first  six  months,  and  on 
January  27,  1897,  the  agreement  was  modified,  and  another 
was  made  by  which  plaintiffs  agreed  to  pay  over  a  total  of 
3,000/.  for  advertising,  and  the  defendants  were  to  take  a 
total  amount  of  100  000  lbs.  of  "  Helm  "  cocoa  in  two  years 
from  February  1,  1897,  of  which  40,000  lbs.  was  to  be  taken 
in  one  year,  and  not  one-twelfth  of  such  amount  in  each 
month.  The  monthly  minimum  was  thus  to  be  3,333  lbs.  for 
the  first  year,  and  for  the  second  year  it  was  to  be  5,000  lbs. 
per  month.  The  3.000/.  was  paid  by  plaintiffs  to  the  de- 
fendants and  certain  quantities  of  cocoa  were  taken  and  paid 
for.  On  April  14,  1897,  there  was  a  second  modification  and 
a  third  agreement  by  which  the  defendants  agreed  to  take 
and  pay  for  6,000  lbs.  of  "  Helm  "  per  month  from  April  1, 
1897.  In  the  month  of  April  plaintiffs  sent  that  quantity, 
in  May  almost  as  much,  in  June  the  order  fell  to  1,500  or 
1,600  lbs.,  in  August  it  was  less  than  2,000  lbs.,  and  it  kept 
going  down  until  December,  when  it  was  only  180  lbs.,  and 
in  January  it  was  nil.  The  contention  of  defendants 
appeared  to  be  that  as  long  as  within  two  years  they  took 
twenty-four  times  6,000  lbs.  they  would  have  complied  with 
the  contract. 

Mr.  Lawrence,  for  the  defendants,  admitted  that  this  was 
partly  his  contention. 

Mr.  Hollams  said  it  was  obvious  that  the  intention  was 
that  the  advertising  and  the  supply  should  be  contem- 
poraneous, and  if  it  was  not  so  a  great  deal  of  the  3,000/. 
spent  in  advertising  was  thrown  away  for  nothing. 

After  hearing  Mr.  Lawrence  for  the  defendants, 

His  Lordship  said  that  as  the  defendants  had  agreed  to 
take  a  certain  average  per  month,  and  had  failed  to  do  so 
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there  had  been  a  breach  of  contract.  They  had  in  ten 
months  taken  36  000  lbs.  short,  and  he  must  make  them  pay 
damages  for  that.  He  would  fix  the  profit  at  9d.  per  lb., 
which,  on  36,000  lbs.,  would  be  1,350/.,  but  as  he  did  not 
think  they  were  bound  to  take  quite  the  exact  quantity,  he 
would  give  judgment  for  plaintiffs  for  1.250Z.  and  costs. 

THE  SACCHARIN  LITIGATION. 

Saccharin  Corporation  (Limited)  v.  Constantin 
Fahlberg,  and  Wilson  and  Others. 

A  motion  was  brought  before  Mr.  Justice  Stirling  in  the 
Chancery  Division,  on  Tuesday,  in  which  the  plaintiffs 
applied  for  judgment,  under  order  32,  rule  6,  on  admissions 
in  the  pleadings.  Mr.  Jenkin,  Q.C.,  and  Mr.  Kirby  appeared 
for  the  plaintiffs,  and  Mr.  Upjohn  for  the  defendants. 
Plaintiffs  sought  a  declaration  from  his  Lordship  that  under 
the  admissions  that  had  been  made  they  were  entitled  to  be 
declared  the  owners  of  certain  letters  patent  specified  in 
their  statement  of  claim,  which  claim  is  one  for  specific 
performance.  The  matter  was  adjourned  from  last  Wednes- 
day to  see  if  certain  allegations  in  the  defence  could  be 
admitted  and  the  motion  be  treated  as  the  trial.  Mr.  Jenkin 
said  having  regard  to  one  paragraph  in  the  defence  he  was 
not  prepared  to  take  the  course  suggested.  The  point  he 
wished  decided  was  that  the  covenant  to  assign  the  improve- 
ments of  the  patent  was  separable  from  the  rest  of  the 
agreement,  and  that  other  agreements  were  irrelevant  to 
an  act  for  specific  performance.  He  asked  his  Lordship 
whether,  assuming  the  truth  of  the  allegations  of  fact,  the 
submission  contained  in  paragraph  15  of  the  defence  disclosed 
a  good  defence  in  equity  to  the  plaintiffs'  claim  ?  Mr. 
Upjohn  asked  leave  to  amend  his  defence.  His  Lordship 
granted  this,  and  intimated  that  Mr.  Jenkin  had  better 
deliver  his  reply. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 
What  is  Sago? 
At  Spelthorne  on  Monday  Robert  Martin,  of  Hampton  Wick, 
was  summoned  for  selling  sago  not  of  the  nature,  substance 
and  quality  demanded.  The  actual  article  sold  was  tapioca- 
seeds,  and  for  the  defence  it  was  urged  that  the  article  sup- 
plied as  sago  was  "  a  fine  flour  prepared  into  small  grains 
from  the  root  of  a  South  American  plant."  A  dictionary  was 
obtained,  and  from  this  it  was  found  that  tapioca  was  defined 
as  being  "  a  farinaceous  substance  prepared  from  a  Brazilian 
plant,"  and  that  "sago  was  the  granulated  chips  of  a  species 
of  palm."  The  Bench  thought  there  was  no  intention  to 
defraud,  and  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  costs  amounting 
to  20s.  6d. 

Compound  Liquorice  Powder. 

At  the  West  Riding  Court  at  Sheffield  on  Tuesday,  George 
Good,  who  keeps  a  shop  at  Woodhouse,  was  summoned  for 
having  sold  a  quantity  of  liquorice  powder  which  was  not  of 
the  nature,  quality  and  substance  required. 

Mr.  Joseph  Wilson  (Inspector)  stated  that  on  February  15 
he  purchased  twelve  penny  packets  of  compound  liquorice 
powder  from  the  defendant.  He  told  him  the  purpose  for 
which  he  had  bought  them,  and  left  one-third  of  the  packets 
with  him.  The  certificate  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  the  county 
analyst,  stated  that  the  powders  were  practically  destitute 
of  sulphur  ;  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  said  compound  pow- 
der of  liquorice  should  contain  8  33  per  cent,  of  sublimed 
sulphur.  The  omission  of  the  sulphur  would  seriously  affect 
the  remedial  value  of  the  powder. 

The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  bought  the  powders  from 
Mr.  Thackray  and  did  not  know  of  what  they  were  made. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Thackray,  manufacturing-druggist,  Charlotte 
Street,  was  called,  and  said  he  had  manufactured  compound 
liquoiice  powders  for  fifteen  years,  and  it  was  only  during 
recent  years  that  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  required  sulphur 
to  be  added.    It  was  the  cheapest  ingredient  in  the  powder. 

The  defendant  was  fined  5.9.,  including  costs. 


Street  Ice-creams. 
At  Souihwark  Police  Court  on  March  30  Pantanleoni  Manze 
of  208  Bermondsey  Street,  was  charged  with  mixing  ice, 
cream  with  injurious  organisms,  and  with  selling  the  same. 


Inspector  Ashdown  stated  that  on  March  7  he  purchased 
8  oz.  of  ice-cream  at  defendant's  stall  in  Maze  Pond,  and 
gave  6d.  for  it.  He  divided  the  sample  into  three  portions, 
one  of  which  he  submitted  to  Dr.  Stevenson,  at  Guy's 
Hospital,  who  had  returned  the  following  analysis  : — "Or 
ganic  matter  (sugar,  casein,  starch,  fat,  lemon),  15  55  per 
cent. ;  mineral  matter,  0  07  per  cent. ;  water,  84  38  per  cent." 
Dr.  Stevenson's  "  observations  "  were  as  follows : — "  The 
cream  was  dirty.  It  contained  4,186  organisms  per  cubic 
centimetre,  and  these  included  bacillus  liquidus,  bacillus 
liquifaciens,  vidium  lactis,  and  at  least  three  of  the  bacillus 
coli  communis  per  cubic  centimetre.  These  are  injurious 
organisms.  The  mixture  is,  in  my  opinion,  injurious  to 
health." 

The  Magistrate  asked  what  was  the  ingredient  or  material 
which  was  mixed  with  the  ice-cream,  and  was  told,  in  reply, 
that  it  was  probably  dirty  water,  but  the  prosecution  was 
not  bound  to  say  what  it  was.  If  they  could  not  prove  the 
mixing,  the  certificate  showed  the  presence  of  a  foreign  in- 
gredient, which  is  not  natural  to  ice-cream. 

The  Magistrate  :  But  it  must  be  so  as  to  be  injurious  to 
health.  It  appears  to  be  a  question  of  microbes,  and  we 
must  have  Dr.  Stevenson  here. 

The  case  was  adjourned  accordingly  for  the  attendance  of 
the  analyst. 


THE   MEDICINE-STAMP  ACT. 

At  Abergavenny  Police  Court  on  March  23  John  Isaac 
Phillips  and  Jonathan  Phillips  were  proceeded  against  for 
keeping  or  exposing  for  sale  certain  patent  medicines  liable 
to  stamp-duty  without  being  duly  licensed.  Mr.  Hawkins 
prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities, 
and  stated  that  the  defendants  stood  in  the  market  at 
Abergavenny  and  sold  a  bottle  of  medicine  to  an  officer  of 
the  Inland  Revenue.  They  informed  him  that  they  could 
sf  11  the  medicine  in  question  cheaply  because  they  dispensed 
with  the  use  of  the  Government  stamp.  Mr.  Hawkins 
mentioned  that  the  defendants  had  had  offered  to  them  an 
opportunity  of  compromising  by  paying  21.,  but  this  they 
had  declined.    The  Bench  imposed  a  fine  of  51. 


THE  MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT. 

Ix  an  appeal  case  heard  on  March  26,  a  grocer  had  been 
convicted  by  the  Richmond  Magistrates,  under  the  Merchan- 
dise Marks  Act,  of  selling  an  American  ham  as  a  Scotch  one. 
Two  questions  were  raised.  The  one  was  whether  a  master 
is  criminally  liable  under  this  Act  for  the  acts  of  his  assist- 
ants. This  question  was  regarded  as  of  such  importance  by 
the  Divisional  Queen's  Bench  Court  that  its  determination 
was  reserved  for  a  special  Court.  The  other  question  was 
whether  the  Act  applied  to  verbal  false  descriptions.  The 
Court  (Justices  Wright  and  Darling)  held  that  it  did  not. 

UNREGISTERED  MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

In  the  Queen's  Bench  Divisional  Court  on  March  31  Mr. 
Muir  Mackenzie  applied,  on  behalf  of  the  General  Medical 
Council,  for  an  order  calling  upon  the  police  magistrates  of 
Westminster  to  show  cause  why  the  magistrates  should  not 
hear  and  determine  a  complaint  made  against  Wm.  Maunsell 
Collins,  under  the  40th  section  of  the  Medical  Act  of  1858, 
for  wilfully  and  falsely  taking  and  using  medijal  titles  im- 
plying that  he  was  registered  under  the  Medical  Act.  The 
magistrates  refused  to  issue  a  summons  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  no  obligation  upon  a  medical  practitioner  to  be  regis- 
tered, and  that  the  continued  use  of  the  title,  after  having 
been  struck  off  the  register,  was  no  offence  under  the  Act. 
Their  Lordships  granted  a  rule  nisi. 


ifiBanferuptdes  anfc>  failures. 


Re  John  Andrew  Priestly,  formerly  of  Hucknall  Torkard 
and  Liverpool  Road,  Stoke-on-Trent,  Chemist  and 
Druggist. 

The  adjourned  examination  of  this  bankrupt  was  taken  at 
Stoke  on  March  23.  The  petitioning  creditor,  Mr.  Holt,  was 
representeol  by  Mr.  Holtom,  and  the  debtor  bv  Mr.  Day.  The 
gioss  liabilities  had  been  estimated  at  1  249Z.  10s.  Id.  and 
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the  deficiency  at  530i.  18.*.  Id.  During  the  former  examina- 
tion it  appeared  that  the  debtor,  who  formerly  lived  at 
Hucknali  Torkard,  and  took  over  Mr.  Holt's  business  at 
Stoke,  had  attributed  his  failure  to  gambling,  among  other 
causes. 

The  debtor,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bullock  (trustee),  said  the 
business  at  Stoke,  which  he  bought  from  Mr.  Holt,  had  been 
valued  at  In  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver's  repre- 

sentative, the  debtor  said  he  considered  that  valuation 
excessive.  He  thought  200^.  would  have  been  a  fair  price. 
The  debtor  was  questioned  rather  closely  as  to  his  deficiency, 
but  no  clear  statement  could  be  obtained.  Mr.  Holtom  said 
it  was  hopeless  to  attempt  to  proceed  with  a  man  in  the 
bankrupt's  condition.  The  debtor  (excitedly)  :  f  am  not 
drunk  ;  I  am  as  sober  as  you  are.  The  Registrar  said  he 
thought  they  had  better  adjourn  if  further  information  was 
required,  as  they  could  not  get  any  satisfactory  answers  from 
the  debtor.  The  Debtor :  I  shall  not  come  again.  The 
Registrar :  You  had  better  do  so.  The  Debtor :  I  shall  not. 
You  may  all  go  to  the  devil  as  far  as  I  am  concerned.  The 
bankrupt  was  ordered  to  stand  down,  and  the  examination 
was  adjourned  to  March  30. 


lie  Charles  Carroll  Leathers,  72  Oxford  Street,  W. 

Under  the  failure  of  thi*  debtor  accounts  have  been  filed 
showing  liabilities  2  663Z.  Is.  6d.  and  no  available  assets. 
Examined  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court  on  Monday,  he 
stated  that  he  was  formerly  a  member  of  a  New  York  firm  of 
distillers  and  yeast-manufacturers,  but  retired  with  5,000/.  to 
Q.OOO/  in  1881  He  next  purchased  in  America  the  right  to 
manufacture  and  sell  in  the  United  Kingdom  Radam's 
microbe-killer,  and  coming  to  England  with  a  capital  of 
upwards  of  5  000/.  he  commenced  and  carried  on  business  at 
111  Oxford  Street,  W.,  and  58  Queen  Victoria  Street,  E.C. 
Provincial  branches  were  also  opened,  and  in  1889  he  pro- 
moted a  company  to  take  over  the  business,  he  being 
appointed  managing-director.  As  vendor  he  was  to  receive 
'20,000/.  or  25  000/.  in  cash  or  shares,  but  the  capital  being 
only  partially  subscribed  he  obtained  practically  none  of  the 
agreed  consideration,  and  left  the  company  about  the  middle 
of  1890  He  next  went  to  Paris,  and  invented  and  patented 
a  disinfecting-machine  (ozonator).  A  private  company  was 
formed  there  to  work  the  same,  from  which  he  received 
5.000f.  for  a  half  of  his  interest  in  the  patent.  In  1892  he 
sold  the  other  half  interest  for  about  10, OOOf  ,  and  returned 
to  England.  For  a  short  time  afterwards  he  dealt  in  im- 
proved ozonators,  but  later,  in  conjunction  with  another 
person,  he  acquired  an  option  for  the  purchase  of  the 
American  patents  of  a  whisky-ageiog  machine.  He  went  to 
America  to  negotiate  a  sale  of  the  patents,  but  the  project 
proved  abortive,  and  he  returned  to  England  in  1893.  Since 
then  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  development  of  various 
inventions,  and  duriner  the  last  two  years  as  managing- 
director  to  a  club  at  11  Oxford  Street.  He  attributes  his 
failure  chiefly  to  loss  in  connection  with  the  whisky-ageing 
machine  patents,  also  to  excessive  household  and  personal 
expanditure.    The  examination  was  concluded. 


Deeos  of  Hrranaement 


Turner,  Andrew  Dunn,  Waverley  Villas,  Felixstowe,  physician  and 
surgeon.  Trustee.  Francis  B.  Jennings,  Felixstowe,  solicito*.  Da*ed, 
March  16  ;  filed.  March  22.  Liabilities  unsecured.  309'.  15s.  4'/. :  esti- 
mated net  assets,  200/.    The  foil  jwing  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


£  s.  d. 

Bridge,  B.,  Ipswich    90  0  0 

Committee  of  the Felixstowe  Club,  Felixstowe     ..  61  0  0 

Fisk,  G.,  &  Son,  Felixstowe    13  0  0 

Webber,  W.  fc,  Felixstowe    11  0  0 

Wright,  Mrs.,  Ipswich    13  0  0 

Bankers'  Claims    31  0  0 

Watson,  Alfred,  27  Holly  Street,  Dilston,  provision-deiler,  and  Barrett's 
Grove,  Stoke  Newington,  syphon-manufacturer.     Trustee,  Ernest  S. 


flacob,  Wardrobe  Chambers,  Qu°en  Victoria  Street,  Citv,  Li.  Dated, 
March  17;  filed,  March  24.  Liabilities  unsecured,  4C0/.  6s.  9/.  esti- 
mated net  assets,  227.'.   Th ;  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  :— 

£   s.  d. 

Berry,  Mrs.  A.,  London   34    0  0 

DMecluse,  Eugene,  London    30  0  0 
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Evans,  E.,  London    62  0  0 

Gadsdon,  H.,  &  Son,  London   22  0  0 

Kitchen,  E.,  London    16  0  0 

Le  Miere,  A.,  Loudon   23  0  0 

Lewis,  Miss  E., London   ,.       ..                ..       ..  20  0  0 

Masters  Brothers,  London       ..                ..        . .  68  0  0 

Randal,  Woollatt  &,  Co.,  London    26  0  0 

Teetgen  &  Co.,  London    29  0  0 

Eccles,  Thomas,  Union  Buildings,  Whalley  Old  Road  and  Wall  Street, 
and  residing  at  493  Whalley  New  Road,  Blackburn,  bobbin  and  mineral- 
water  manufacturer.  Trustee  ami  inspector,  J.  Leslie  Armstrong,  55 
Market  Street,  Manchester,  &c,  accountant.  Dated,  March  21  :  tiled, 
March  28.  Secured  creditors,  526/. ;  liabilities  unsecured,  753/.  3<. ; 
estimated  net  assets,  774/.  Deed  of  inspectorship  ami  assignment,  &c. 
with  a  view  to  pa}  ment  of  creditors  in  full  by  four  equal  instalments  of 
three,  six,  nine,  and  twelve  months  from  March  23,  1893.   The  follow- 


ing are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 

£  s.  d. 

Barker,  John  J.  E.  Rim-bottom    451  0  0 

Barker,  S.,  Blackburn   33  0  0 

Clayton  &  Jowett,  Blackburn   10  0  0 

Cork  Co.,  London   3100 

Curwen,  H.  S  ,&  Co.,  Fleetwoo  I    17  0  0 

Duckworth  &  Co.,  Manchester   11  0  0 

Eccles,  Jane,  Ribchester   40  0  0 

Maruood,  E.,  binckburu         ..    15  0  0 

Meadowcroft,W.,& Sons, Blackburn         ..      ..  10  0  0 

Pattinson,  Mc3ill  &  Co.,  Liverpool   28  0  0 

Bear  &  Co.,  Manchester   12  0  0 

Redfearn  Brothers,  Barasley   28  0 

Wilson,  F.  H.,  &  Co.,  Manchester    11  0  0 


6a3ette, 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 

Jones,  J.  H.,  and  Grosvenor,  W.  C,  Manchester,  physicians  and 
surgeons. 

Proctor,  B.  S.,  and  Clague,  T.  M.,  under  the  style  of  Proctor,  Son,  & 
Clague,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne,  chemists  and  druggists. 

Wavell,  E.,  and  Littlefield,  R.  D.,  under  the  style  of  Wavell  & 
Litth field,  Hove,  chemists. 

THE  BANKRUPTCY  ACTS,  1883  AND  1890. 
Adjudication. 
Addingley,  Samuel,  Pontefract  and  Knottiugley,  glass-bottle  manu- 
facturer. 

Graoe*ffl>arfc0  HppUeo  for. 


Anyone  who  objects  to  the  registration  of  a  trade-mark  7fiust 
address  the  Comptroller-General,  Patent  Office,  Chancery 
Lane,  W.C.,  within  a  month  of  the  date  of  publication. 


(From  the  "Trade  Maries  Journal;'  March  16,  1  98.) 

"  Lozar  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  used  for  agricultural,  veterin- 
ary, and  sanitary  purposes.  By  Boake,  Roberts  &  Co., 
Chemical-works,  Warton  Road,  Stratford,  E.,  manufacturing- 
chemists.  211,599. 

"  Fleo  "  ;  with  device  of  lion  and  fly  ;  for  fly-catchers.  By  J.  H. 
Smith,  Bridge  Street,  Newark,  chemist.    211  636. 

Label  with  signature;  for  granular  effervescent  preparations.  By 
Alfred  Bishop,  17  Speck's  Fields,  Mile  End,  New  Town, 
London,  E.,  manufacturing-chemists.  210,066. 

Signature  and  word  "  Cachoids  "  ;  for  chemical  substances  for  use 
in  medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  Cooper  &  Co.,  80  Gloucester 
Road,  South  Kensington,  pharmaceutical  chemist.  211,001. 

Combination  of  devices ;  for  perfumery.  By  J.  &  E.  Atkinson, 
(Limited),  24  Old  Bond  Street,  W.,  perfumers.  208,537. 

"Larola";  for  perfumery.  By  M.  Beetham  &  Son,  22  Prome- 
nade Villas,  Cheltenham,  chemists.  212,059. 


A  Druggist's  Trials. — "What  did  that  woman  want? ' 
"  She  came  in  to  say  she  wished  we  would  keep  our  postage- 
stamps  on  the  cigar-counter  instead  of  with  the  soap.  She 
said  that  tasting  soap  made  her  ill." — Detroit  Free  Press. 
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%  Southampton  fHuumanr. 


WE  give  below  a  reproduction  from  a  photograph  of  the 
handsome  "French  pharmacy"  which  has  lately  been 
enlarged  and  refitted  for  Mr.  William  Martin,  112  High 
Street,  Southampton.  The  whole  of  the  fittings  are  of  solid 
mahogany  (stained  Chippendale).  The  bottles,  pots,  and 
specie-jars  are  from  the  York  Glass  Company,  with  photo- 


CArsiCUM-VASELiNE. — The  Chesebrough  Manufacturing 
Company  (Limited),  42  Holborn  Viaduct,  E.C.,  send  us  a 
sample  of  this  new  patented  article,  which  is  made  by 
macerating  capsicums  in  vaseline.  It  is  conveniently  put 
up  in  collapr.ible  tubes,  which  sell  at  Is.,  and  is  recommended 
■  for  all  conditions  requiring  a  counter-irritant,  and  one  which 
will  not  blister.  We  find  the  vaseline  well  impregnated  with 
the  active  principle  of  cayenne,  although  in  appearance  it 
does  not  differ  much  from  ordinary  vaseline.  It  is  a  stamped 
article.    White  liquid  vaseline  is  another  of  the  company's 


c! 


typed  labels.  The  shop  is  lighted  by  ten  electric-light  brackets 
from  the  cornice,  which  by  night  give  a  beautiful  appearance 
to  the  interior.  The  ceiling  has  a  rich  anaglypta  paper 
painted  broken-white.  The  shop  is  one  of  the  most  stylish 
pharmacies  in  the  South  of  England.  The  work  has  been 
executed  by  Messrs.  Bowling  &  Govier,  of  London. 


Grace  Botes. 


"  Hansa  "  Malt-exteact. — Messrs.  H.  Boehme  &  Co., 
7  Crutched  Friars,  E.C.,  who  have  during  the  past  five  years 
established  a  good  business  in  "  Hansa  "  malt-extract  with 
bakers,  now  bring  it  under  the  notice  of  chemists  as  a  pro- 
duct worthy  of  their  attention. 

De.  Tibbles'  Vi-Cocoa. — We  mentioned  last  week  that 
Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-Cocoa  Company  were  willing  to  send  a  sample 
of  their  product  to  any  chemist  who  would  apply  for  it.  We 
inadvertently  gave  the  wrong  address  of  the  company,  which 
is  Bunhill  Row,  though  we  should  think  a  letter  to  such  a 
well-known  company  with  any  address  would  be  pretty 
certain  to  get  delivered. 


Photo  by  Humby  <f-  Co.,  Southampton. 

new  products.  This  is  put  up  in  8  and  16  oz.  stoppered 
bottles,  and  is  intended  for  spraying-purposes,  for  the  treat- 
ment of  the  ear,  eye,  and  other  delicate  organs  or  surfaces. 
White  liquid  vaseline  is  perfectly  bland  and  quite  devoid  of 
odour  or  taste,  and  will  no  doubt  find  many  uses  when  its 
value  becomes  more  appreciated.  We  are  assured  that  this 
oil  has  been  manufactured  without  the  use  of  any  chemicals 
whatever,  and  is  not  thinned  by  the  addition  of  distillates, 
as  some  oils  of  this  class  are  said  to  be. 

Messes.  William  Edwabds  &  Sox,  of  156  Queen  Victoria 
Street,  E.C.,  have  just  published  their  revised  catalogue  of 
proprietary  goods  and  druggists'  sundries  for  1898.  They 
give  special  prominence  to  a  list  of  protected  articles,  and 
they  devote  three  or  four  pages  to  a  full  price-list  of  Fletcher, 
Fletcher  &  Co.'s  concentrated  liquors  and  other  pharma- 
ceutical preparations.  Messrs.  William  Edwards  &c  SonJ  are 
the  City  ngents  for  these  goods. 

Photogeaphic  Catalogue. — We  have  received  from 
Messrs.  W.  Butcher  &  Son,  Blackheatb,  S.E.,  a  copy  of  their 
new  catalogue  of  "  Primus  "  cameras  and  apparatus.  The 
list,  running  to  270  pages,  contains  particulars  of  a  large 
variety  of  photographic  apparatus,  ranging  from  a  2s.  6d. 
camera-stand  to  a  studic-camera  outfit  priced  at  66Z.  15s. 
There  are  also  pictured  and  described  various  kinds  of 
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"Swift"  roller-blind  shutters,  the  specialities  associated 
with  the  name  of  "  Primus,"  and  the  various  convenient  odds 
and  ends  with  which  the  name  of  Butcher  &  Son  is  so  well 
known. 

Messes.  Oppenheimee.  Sox  k  Co.  (Limited),  who  are 
fast  getting  settled  in  their  prominent  new  offices  (179  Queen 
Victoria  Street)  over  the  Blackfriars  Station  of  the  Metro- 
politan District  Railway,  inform  us  that  they  have  been 
doing  their  best  with  orders  during  the  move  by  executing 
them  from  their  works  at  Kennington.  They  hope  in  a  few 
days  to  have  got  into  their  old  habits  of  promptitude. 


personalities* 


The  colleagues  of  Messrs.  J.  Bailey  and  T.  C.  W.  Martin, 
the  retiring  members  of  Messrs.  Maw's  staff,  are  giving  them 
a  farewell  supper  on  Friday  night  of  this  week. 

Me.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  the  champion  of  the  anti-cutting 
movement  in  England,  has  been  quiet  lately,  but  Meyer 
Brothers'  Druggist  offers  him  a  job.  The  Druggist  gives  a 
postage-stamp  portrait  of  him,  and  says:  "  When  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  succeeds  in  establishing  a  successful  means  of  sup- 
pressing the  cut-rate  evil  he  will  find  that  the  United  States 
has  immediate  use  for  his  services,  and  our  readers  will  join 
in  wishing  that  such  a  time  is  not  far  distant." 

Me.  J.  Pike,  chemist,  Church  Drive,  Nottingham,  gave  a 
lecture  on  "  Some  Electrical  Phenomena,  and  A"  Rays."  at 
the  Carrington  Institute,  on  March  24,  before  a  very  good 
number  of  members.  Synopsis  of  lecture: — Vibrations, 
sound  and  light,  Hertz  waves,  Rontgen  rays,  coils,  Tesla 
transformer,  Crookes'  tubes,  fluorescent  screens,  kc  ,  with  ex- 
periments. A  capital  series  of  photographs  was  shown,  and 
a  practical  demonstration  of  x  rays  followed.  A  hearty 
vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  the  lecturer. 

Me.  John  Robeet  Ness,  whose  claim  for  salary  against 
Parke's  Drug  Stores  (Limited)  we  reported  in  the  C.  %  D. 
March  19  last,  writes  on  March  28  to  reply  to  the  defence 
which  the  company  raised.  The  defendants  (who  were 
successful)  said  they  discharged  Mr.  Ness  because  at  9.5  p.m. 
he  told  a  customer  who  brought  a  prescription  to  be  dis- 
pensed to  take  it  elsewhere,  as  she  should  have  come  before 
9.  Mr.  Ness  says  all  he  did  was  to  ask  the  customer  if 
the  medicine  was  wanted  that  night,  and  as  she  did  not 
know,  he  promised  it  for  9  the  next  morning. 

An  interesting  gentleman  is  living  at  72  Albany  Mansions, 
Albert  Bridge  Road,  S.W.  From  that  address,  and  on  note- 
paper  very  prominently  indicating  it,  he  is  sending  liberal 
-orders  to  chemists  in  all  parts  of  London.  He  signs 
the  letters  J.  Islip,  and  generally  requests  the  goods  to  be 
sent  on  by  Carter  Paterson.  Here  are  specimens  of  his 
orders : — 

5  pint  tincture  of  benzoin. 

1  Browne's  chlorodyne,  2  s.  9/1. 

1  bottle  glycerine  and  rose-water. 

1  Carter  s  pills. 

1  smelling-salts. 

1  bottle  corn-solvent. 

1  rose  cold-cream. 

To  another  chemist  the  following : — 

1  Higginson's  enema,  with  reverse  action. 

1  Carter's  pills. 

1  Browne's  ehlorodyne,  2s.  9«\ 

1  rose  cold-cream. 

1  smelling-salts. 

1  can  Hazeline. 

1  box  Pasta  Mack. 

To  another : — 

1  bed-bath,  lis.  M. 

1  tin  Delectable  jujubes. 

Ginger-candy. 

Hazeline-cream, 

Measur 

Among  the  pharmacies  which  we  know  Mr.  Islip  has  tried  to 
patronise  are  those  of  Messrs.  Godfrey  &  Cooke,  Conduit 
Street;  Messrs.  Jolly  &  Co.,  Mayfair ;  Messrs.  Williams  & 
Elvey,  Belgravia ;  Mr.  W.  T.  Cooper,  Oxford  Street ;  Mr. 
Constance,  Leadenhall  Street ;  Mr.  Hooper,  London  Bridge  ; 


Mr.  Howden,  Gracechurch  Street ;  Messrs.  Goss  (Limited), 
Regent  Street;  Mr.  Hairsine,  Haymarket ;  Messrs.  Hay  &  Co., 
Coventry  Street;  and  Mr.  Style  (late  Mollin),  Tichborne 
Street.  Some  few  of  these  have  supplied  the  goods  ordered, 
but  the  majority  have  waited  for  cash.  Only  in  one  instance 
can  we  hear  of  Mr.  Islip  paying  anything.  That  was  for  a 
bottle  of  Jakson's  lavender  water  which  he  got  from  Messrs. 
Goss.  Then  he  wrote  to  order  a  dozen  more  of  the  same 
kind  to  be  sent  to  him.  It  was  sent  c.o.d.  but  came 
back  again.  In  order  to  find  something  more  about  Mr. 
Islip  we  got  one  of  the  chemists  who  had  supplied  goods  to 
give  us  his  bill  for  collection.  A  member  of  our  staff  went 
down  with  it,  but  found  the  flat  locked  and  barred  though 
he  was  told  there  was  someone  in.  A  friendly  policeman 
who  was  appealed  to  for  information  shook  his  head,  smiled, 
and  intimated  that  a  good  many  had  been  on  the  same 
errand,  but  referred  our  representative  to  the  inspector.  The 
inspector  knew  Mr.  Islip  by  name,  having  had  numerous 
inquiries  about  him,  but  he  could  give  no  assistance.  We 
shall  be  glad  to  hear  more  about  Mr.  Islip's  orders.  It  should 
be  added  that  the  information  in  regard  to  these  orders  was 
given  to  us  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Islip,  chemist,  and  town  representa- 
tive of  Messrs.  Warrick  Brothers,  who  was  told  of  his  name- 
sake's proceedings  several  times,  and  afterwards  made 
special  inquiries.  Tt  need  hardly  be  said  that  Mr.  C.  C.  Islip 
repudiates  relationship  or  responsibility. 

Amongst  the  very  large  number  of  elegant  and  valuable 
presents  received  by  Mr.  W.  Howard  Lloyd  and  his  bride  in 
commemoration  of  their  marriage,  announced  elsewhere,  was 
that  of  a  case  of  fish  and  dessert  knives  and  forks  and  a 
bread-trencher,  presented  by  the  employes  of  the  firm  of 
T.  Howard  Lloyd  &  Co.,  Leicester. 

Me.  Samuel  Lambert,  drug  and  spice  broker,  132  Fen- 
church  Street,  E.C.,  sails  per  ss.  Majestic  for  New  York  on 
April  6.  All  communications  for  him  should  be  addressed 
care  of  his  agents,  Messrs.  Schoellkopf,  Hartford  &  Maclagan 
(Limited),  100  William  Street,  New  York.  Mr.  Lambert 
hopes  to  be  back  in  time  for  the  next  drug-sales. 

Mr.  Wm.  Schacht,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  who 
carried  on  a  foreign  pharmacy  for  over  forty  years  in 
Finsbury  Pavement,  has  in  these  latter  days  met  with  mis- 
fortunes which  have  compelled  him  to  withdraw  from  the 
business  with  which  his  name  became  identified.  He  now 
asks  us  to  let  chemists  know  that  his  address  is  35  Carysfort 
Road,  Stoke  Newington,  and  that  he  will  be  glad  to  under- 
take any  Anglo-German  or  German-English  translations, 
especially  on  technical  subjects,  or  he  offers  his  assistance 
for  the  interpretation  of  German  prescriptions,  in  which  he 
has  had  a  unique  experience. 


Business  Cbanoes* 


At  Dorchester  a  branch  pharmacy  is  about  to  be  opened 
by  Messrs.  Cater,  Stoffell  k  Fortt  (Limited),  The  Stores, 
Bath. 

Mr.  Wm.  Duckworth,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Bradford, 
has  purchased  the  business  of  Allen  &  Sons,  Market  Square 
and  Church  Street,  Basingstoke. 

A  new  shop  has  been  opened  at  14  Newmarket  Street, 
Blackburn,  by  Mr.  W.  Prebble.  The  entire  fittings  were 
supplied  by  Messrs.  Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool. 

Messes  Boot,  who  recently  opened  a  branch  in  Smith 
Street,  Guernsey,  have  now  bought  the  shop  of  Mr.  Alfred  E. 
Harold  (late  Phil  pott),  chemist,  &c,  at  the  corner  of  Smith 
Street  and  High  Street  (St.  Peter-Port),  one  of  the  best 
positions  in  the  town. 

Me  F.  J.  Brett,  of  Leicester,  informs  us  that  it  was  Mr. 
H.  Williamson  (not  Williams,  as  reported  last  week)  who 
bought  the  business  of  Mr.  T.  L.  Brown,  of  Congleton,  and 
that  while  Messrs.  Tomlinson  valued  for  the  vendor,  he  (Mr. 
Brett)  valued  for  the  buyer. 

The  business  carried  on  at  49  English  Street,  Carlisle,  by 
Mr.  Martlew  has  been  purchased  by  Mr.  Thos.  Ridley, 
wholesale  chemist  and  clrysalter,  English  Street.  The  two 
businesses  will  be  carried  on  by  a  newly-formed  company 
trading  as  Thos.  Ridley  k  Co.  (Limited). 
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BY  A  PHARMACEUTICAL  CAMERIST. 


0 


NE  of  the  best  of  the  miniature  cameras  now  so  much  in 
demand  is  the  little 

Diamond  Camera 

made  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Lockyer,  Evelyn  Street,  Deptford,  S.E. 
This  tiny  camera,  selling  for  a  guinea,  takes  six  plates  giving 
negatives  2^  x  1|  inch.  Many  people  prefer  a  camera  which 
takes  plates — plates  being  less  trouble  to  manipulate  than 
films.  There  are  two  view-finders  on  this  camera,  one  for 
horizontal  and  one  for  vertical  pictures.     The  shutter  is 

set  for  instantaneous  ex- 
giplfea^  posures,   which    can  be 

altered  for  time-exposures 
by  turning  a  small  button. 
The  plates  are  changed 
by  pressing  the  knob  on 
top  of  camera,  the  effect 
being  to  cause  a  plate  to 
drop  forward  into  the 
bottom  of  the  camera.  I 
tried  one  of  these  cameras 
the  other  day  when  out 
for  a  walk,  and  got  some 
very  sharp  little  pictures 
with  it.  The  plates  are 
sold  in  Is.  packets  of  two 
dozeD,  or,  by  cutting  a 
j-plate  into  four,  they  can 
be  produced  even  cheaper. 
Mr.  Lockyer's  price-list  contains  many  things  a  chemist- 
dealer  can  sell  with  credit  to  himself — such,  for  instance,  as 
his  metol- hydroquinone  developer,  for  which  I  am  ex- 
periencing a  steadily-increasing  demand. 

The  Thornton-Pickard  Manufacturing  Company  (Altrin- 
cham)  have  brought  out  a 

Film-  caekiee 

for  using  in  dark-slides.  It  is  made  of  thin  metal  and  holds 
the  film  quite  flat  by  reason  of  the  corrugations  or  ribs  on 
it.  The  well-known  Thornton-Pickard  shutter  is  being 
brought  out  in  another  and  cheaper  variety  ;  the  case  being 
made  of  aluminium,  and  it  is  to  be  known  as  the 

Thoenton-Pickaed  Aluminium  Shutteb. 

I  think  the  nice  appearance  these  shutters  have  (they  are 
silver-finished)  is  sure  to  create  a  good  sale.  The  size  for 
lj-inch  hoods  sells  at  12.s.  6d.,  as  against  18s.  6d.  for  the  stan- 
dard pattern.  I  had  a  customer  inquiring  about  iheir  photo- 
graphic competition,  the  prizes  for  which  are  quite 
substantial,  and  which  ought  to  give  a  fillip  to  the  use  of 
Thornton-Pickard  cameras  and  shutters. 
There  are  several 

New  Developebs 

being  introduced  at  present.  Messrs.  A.  &  M.  Zimmermann 
(9  &  10  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C.),  agents  for  the  Actien-Gesell- 
schaft  fur  Anilin-Fabrikation,  Berlin,  are  piloting  diogen 
and  diphenal. 

Diogen 

is  sent  out  as  a  yellow  powder,  light  in  colour  and  bulk,  and 
is  used  as  a  one-solution  developer  prepared  as  follows  : — 

Concentrated  Stock  Solution. 

Diogen... 
Sodium  sulphite 
Potassium  carbonate 

Water...   

Mix'  and  dissolve. 

Solution  for  Use. 
(For  correctly  exposed  plate.) 

Concentrated  diogen  solution  ...  5iv. 
Potassium  bromide  (10  p.c.  sol.)  ...  ltlij. 
Water  JiJ. 

Mix 

A  rrore  dilute  solution  is  used  if  the  exposure  is  doubtful, 
and  then,  judging  from  the  length  of  time  the  high  lights 


0V1J- 
Siiiss. 
Jivss. 
iiv 


take  to  appear,  a  solution  adjusted  to  suit  either  under  or 
over  exposure  is  substituted. 

Diphenal 

is  a  compound  developer,  the  active  constituent  being 
diamido-oxydiphenyl.  To  make  a  developer  it  is  simply 
diluted  with  more  or  less  water,  according  to  the  exposure 
the  plate  has  received. 

Messrs.  Fuerst  Brothers  (17  Philpot  Lane,  E.C.)  are  intro- 
ducing acetone  as  a  substitute  for  alkali  in  pyrogallol 
developer,  in  accordance  with  the  researches  of  Messrs. 
Lumiere,  who  find  that  it  has  advantages  over  alkali  in  not 
discolouring  the  film  and  giving  a  range  of  tones  of  the 
reduced  silver  of  value  for  lantern-slide  purposes  and  doing 
away  with  the  bad  effects  the  continued  action  of  alkalies 
have  when  development  is  pushed  as  in  case  of  under- 
exposure.   The  formula  recommended  for 

Acetone-pybo  Developeb 


Pyrogallic  acid 
Sodium  sulphite 
Acetone 
Water  


:>]■ 

5v- 
5x. 

f.xiiss. 


Messrs.  Fuerst  supply  dealers  with  the  concentrated1 
solutions  ready  made.  Another  developer  introduced  by  this 
same  firm  is  M.  Hauff's 

Oetol, 

which  is  the  short  name  for  diamidoresorcin.  It  is  especially 
adapted  for  bromide-paper,  its  action  resembling  amidol,  bnt 
differing  in  that  its  action  can  be  retarded  by  bromide  of 
potassium.  Ortol  is  a  yellowish-white  powder,  dissolving, 
readily  in  cold  water,  and  keeping  fairly  well ;  with  meta- 
sulphite  of  potash  or  sulphite  of  soda  the  solution  keeps  a, 
long  time.    The  developer  is  made  as  follows  : — ■ 


A. 

Ortol  

Potassium  metasulphite 
Water  


gr.  el. 
gr.  lxxv, 
Sxx. 


B. 


Sodium  carbonite 
Sodium  sulphite 
Water  ... 


  oiuss. 

...  oiiss. 
...  5xx. 

For  use  1  part  each  of  A  and  B  are  taken  and  4  parts  of 
water. 

When  used  for  plates  the  colour  of  the  image  resembles 
that  of  a  plate  developed  by  pyrogallic  acid. 

I  have  had  several  inquiries  about  the  backed  plates 
Messrs.  Cadett  &  Neall  (Ashtead,  Surrey)  have  introduced 
as  their  latest  novelty.  They  are  prepared  to  back  (in  a 
photographic  sense)  any  of  their  plates  at  the  following 
rates  :  quarter-plate,  3d.  doz. ;  half-plate,  6c/.  doz. ;  whole  plate, 
9d.  doz. ;  10  x  8,  Is.  doz.,  &c.  I  intend  cycling  down 
t  o  Ashtead  to  have  a  look  at  the  new  factory  this  firm  are 
building,  as  soon  as  it  is  completed.  Films,  printing-out 
papers,  and  a  new  orthochromatic  studio  plate  are  some  of 
the  good  things  promised  in  the  near  future. 

I  notice  that  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co.  (Snow  HiD 
Buildings,  E.C.)  have  introduced  some  new  varieties  of 

Photogeaphic  Tabloids, 

their  remodelled  list,  just  published,  giving  ampler  directions 
than  formerly.  Pyrogallol,  quinol,  paramidophenol,  eiko- 
nogen,  and  amidol  are  in  2-gr.,  and  metol  in  lg-gr.,  tabloids. 
One  tabloid  of  the  desired  developing-agent  and  one  of  an 
appropriate  accelerator  tabloid  with  1  oz.  of  water  makes  a 
developer  for  a  J-plate.  For  bromide-paper  and  lantern-slides 
more  water  is  added.  Any  combined  developer  desired,  such 
as  eikonogen-quinol,  can  be  readily  compounded,  a  table  of 
such  developers,  with  particulars  of  mixing,  being  given  in  the 
new  list.  Sodium  citrate,  sodium  sulphite,  and  potassium  bro- 
mide are  also  put  up  in  this  form,  their  use  being  sufficiently 
obvious.  Toning  and  fixing  also  come  in  for  "tabloid" 
treatment,  gold  chloride,  platinum  compound,  borax,  sodium 
bicarbonate,  sodium  .phosphate,  sodium  tutgstate.  and 
hypo  being  a  few  of  the  chemicals  presented  in  tabloidl 
form  for  this  purpose.    The  weight  of  the  substance  is 
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stated  on  the  labels  in  both  grains  and  grammes— a  detail 
much  appreciated  by  scientific  amateurs.  I  find  these 
tabloids  convenient  to  recommend  to  customers  going 
abroad,  although  their  use  is  by  no  means  confined  to 
travellers. 

Photogeaphic  Chemicals. 

The  following  list  has  been  compiled  to  guide  chemists 
commencing  the  photographic  trade  as  to  the  prices  usually 
obtained  : — 


jUjIII)  Jl  jUIULIIIUI        ,    IIUlC.ii  ii 

2d.  oz.,  l.s.  lb. 

7~\ vrrirro  1 1  u  • 

)t         J/J  1  Ugitl  IlLi       ■■•  *>■ 

Is.  oz.  3  ozs.  2s.  9(7. 

A  In  in    nnvH  pvprl 

mil,  yuwuciCU     •  ••           •  •• 

2il.  lb.  7  lbs.  Is. 

.    2d.  oz.  Is.  lb. 

.A  in  idol        •  ■                      •  •  *         •  • 

.    2s.  oz. 

Ammonia  (880°)  

.    2d.  oz.,  8(7.  lb. 

Ammonium  bromide      ...  .. 

•    3(7.  oz,,  3s.  lb. 

sulphocyftuiQe  *. 

.    3/7.  oz.  3s.  lb. 

Calcium  chloride  (fused)...       •  • 

.    2d.  oz.]  Is.  lb. 

Eikono<ren  ... 

Formalin    ...  .. 

4-n/  Vint.  1       R-ri7  1  s  Qil 

2s.  oz. 

Grolu  chloride 

1  «  1(1/7  n  S  ar  t.iiKp) 

(iold  solution  (1  °*r.  in  5j.)  ■• 

2d.  dr 

Hydvocjuinone      ...  ... 

•    Is.  oz. 

Iron  sulphate       ...       ...  .. 

6<7.  lb. 

Lead  acetate 

1(7.  oz  ,  Is.  lb. 

Magnesium,  powder 

.    2.s.  6(7.  oz. 

„  ribbon 

.    Is.  6(7.  oz. 

Mercury,  bichloride   

.    4,7.  oz.,  4s.  lb. 

Metol   

.    2s.  6(7.  oz. 

Potassium  bromide 

3d.  oz.,  3s.  lb. 

„  carbonate 

1(7.  oz.,  8(7.  lb. 
.    l.s.  4(7.  (15-gr.  tube) 

„  chloroplatinite 

,,    ■  cyanide 

.    3d.  oz.,  3s.  lb. 

„        ferricyanide  ... 

.    3(7.  oz.,  3s.  lb. 

„  metasulphite 

.    4(7.  oz.,  4s.  lb. 

„  oxalate 

.    1(7.  oz.,  Is.  lb. 

P>odinal 

.    3-oz.  bot.  l.s.  6(7.,  8-oz.  3s. 

Sodium  acetate 

.    2d.  oz.,  Is.  lb. 

„      cavljonate  (xtal)  ... 

.    Id.  oz.,  8(7..  lb. 

„      hydrate  ... 

.    2(7.  oz.,  2s.  lb. 

„  hyposulphite   

.    2(7.  lb.,  7  lbs.  Is. 

„             „           granular  .. 

.    3(7.  lb.,  7  lbs.  Is.  3d. 

„      sulphite  ... 

.    Id.  oz.,  8(7.  lb. 

Dark-rooms. 

[The  following  chemists  stock  photographic  goods,  and 
some  in  addition  have  dark-rooms  available.  This  list  con- 
tinues the  one  begun  in  the  1895  Diary  and  continued  at 
intervals  since.] 

Andover :  Browne  &  Gradidge  (Limited)  Jubilee  House. 
Downton  :  G.  H.  Dunmore. 
Felixstowe:  Pain&Bayles. 

Glasgow  :  G.  McDonald,  1003  Cathcart  Koad,  Moa.nt 
Florida. 

Heeley:  Gambling,  J.  P.,  641  London  Koad. 

Holloway  (Upper)  :  A.  J.  B.  Williams,  91  Dresden  Road, 
Hornsey  Lane,  N. 

London:  Bunker,  C.  J.  G.,  135  Great  Dover  Street,  S.E., 
151  Lillie  Road,  S.W.,  and  Newlands  Pharmacy,  Stuart 
Road,  Nunhead,  S  E. 

Manchester :  A.  Gilmour,  451  Stockport  Road. 

Melrose:  Bogie  &  Brown,  Exchange  Buildings  (Mr.  Brown 
is  Secretary  of  the  Melrose  Camera  Club). 

Plymouth :  Co-operative  Drug  Company.  20  Cornwall 
Street. 

Radcliffe  :  J.  T.  Smith  &  Son. 

Stroud  :  David  Smith,  Market  Place. 

Wicklow :  R.  Lees,  Main  Street. 

Wigan  :  Winstanley  &  Fairhurst,  9  Market  Street. 

Wokingham :  W.  R.  Rednall,  1  Market  Place. 


flDarrlaoes. 


Lloyd— Laxkester— On  March  23,  at  Holy  Trinity 
Church,  Leicester,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Jeffrey  Thompson,  M.A., 
vicar,  W.  Howard,  eldest  son  of  T.  Howard  Lloyd,  Hertford 
Hou'e,  Leicester,  to  Rachel  Agnes  (Elsie),  only  daughter  of 
H.  Lankester,  J. P.,  Leicester. 


PARKES— ISSARD. — On  March  4,  at  St.  John's  Church, 
West  Perth,  West  Australia,  by  the  Rev.  A.  Gailey,  Arthur 
Vaughan  Parkes,  chemist  and  druggist,  manager  of  theiPerth 
Medical  Dispensary,  fourth  son  of  Captain  Parkes,  latej  R.A., 
Southampton,  to  Mildred  Stella  Issard,  only  daughter  of  the 
late  Colonel  Issard,  R.H.A.,  Ireland. 


2>eatb0. 


Bartleet. — Mr.  Frederick  Bartleet,  senior  partner  in  the 
firm  of  F.  W.  Bowyer  &  Bartleet,  produce-brokers,  of 
147  Fenchurch  Street,  E.C.,  died  on  Sunday  last,  March  27, 
at  his  residence,  "  Cottimore,"  Walton-on-Thames,  in  his 
66th  year  Mr.  Bartleet  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
drug-trade  with  Ellis  &  Hale  (now  Hale  &  Son),  at  that  time 
established  in  Lime  Street.  After  leaving  them  he  spent 
some  time  in  the  East,  visiting  India  and  Egypt,  and  upon 
returning  home,  in  1867,  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  F.  W.  Bowyer  as  a  produce-broker,  especially  in  Eastern 
produce,  such  as  galls,  opium,  scammony,  senna,  gums,  and 
colocynth.  The  business  is  an  important  one,  and  after  Mr. 
Bowyer's  death  Mr.  Bartleet  continued  it  with  great  energy, 
and  in  1896  he  took  into  partnership  Mr.  F.  E.  Annison, 
and  more  recently  Mr.  E  J.  Birdseye  (who  was  with  the 
firm  from  the  start).  Mr.  Bartleet  had  for  many  years  been  a, 
martyr  to  rheumatic  gout,  and  although  his  sufferings  have- 
been  intense,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  business,  and 
was  at  his  desk  a  few  days  before  his  death,  which  was- 
quite  unexpected.  Mr.  Bartleet  was  a  bachelor.  We  under- 
stand that  his  death  will  make  no  change  in  the  buMness  of 
his  firm,  which  will  be  continued  by  Messrs.  Birdseye  &: 
Annison,  under  the  present  firm  name. 

Blood— At  67  Grove  Street,  Liverpool,  on  March  23- 
Charles  Blood,  chemist,  late  of  Form  by.    Aged  53. 

Edwards. — On  March  2,  Mr.  Jos.  Edwards,  chemist  and 
druggist,  29  Prince's  Crescent,  Brighton.    Aged  70. 

Gibbins. — On  March  3,  Mr.  T.  H.  Gibbins,  chemist  and 
druggist,  6  Caledonian  Road,  N.    Aged  65. 

King. — On  March  29,  after  three  days'  illness  of  pneu- 
monia, Frederick  Herbert  King,  of  the  firm  of  King  &;  Son, 
chemists,  Market  Drayton,  Salop,  in  his  39ih  year. 

Langbeck  —On  March  6,  Mr.  H.  W.  Langbeck,  chemist 
and  druggist,  127  Leman  Street,  E.    Aged  54. 

Niemann.-  On  March  26  at  Hastings,  Mr.  Florance 
George  Bridel  Niemann,  of  90  Fellows  Road,  Hampstead, 
and  29  Market  Buildings,  Mincing  Lane,  EC,  spice- broker. 
Aged  55.  Mr.  Niemann  served  his  apprenticeship  to  the 
spice-trade  with  the  now  extinct  firm  of  John  Harman,  and 
in  1870  he  commenced  business  on  his  own  account,  but  a. 
few  years  afterwards  he  accepted  a  partnership  in  the  firm 
of  Lewis  k  Peat.  Seven  years  ago  he  established  his  present 
business  in  Market  Buildings.  He  leaves  a  widow,  four 
daughters,  and  three  sons.  Two  of  the  latter  have  been, 
associated  with  him  in  the  business  of  Niemann  &  Co. 

Richards.— On  March  9,  Mr.  T.  L  Richards,  chemist  and 
druggist,  302  Borough  High  Street,  S.E.    Aged  62 

Walker. — On  March  11,  Mr.  Thos.  Walker,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Dumbarton.    Aged  65. 

Williams.-  On  March  23,  at  The  Gaer,  Broomy  Hill, 
Hereford,  Mr.  Walter  Williams,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Bridge  Street,  Hereford.  Aged  81.  Mr.  Williams  was  the 
eldest  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Walter  Williams,  of  Brecon.  He 
served  his  apprenticeship  with  the  late  Mr.  Llanwarno, 
chemist  and  druggist,  who  occupied  the  premises  in  Broad 
Street,  Hereford,  now  tenanted  by  Messrs.  Chave  &  Jackson. 
After  experience  in  London,  he  returned  to  Hereford  and 
founded  the  business  in  Bridge  Street,  which  he  carried  on 
for  sixty  years,  first  by  himself,  and  subsequently  in  con- 
junction with  his  brother,  Mr.  Howell  Burnett  Williams. 
The  late  Mr.  Williams  was  in  his  earlier  days  one  of  the 
best-known  huntsmen  in  the  county ;  he  was  also  for  many 
years  warden  at  St.  Nicholas  Church,  commissioner  of 
taxes,  and  trustee  of  Aubrey  Charity. 


A  Nutmeg-tbee  in  the  Hope  Botanical  Gardens,  Jamaica, 
bore  700  nutmegs  two  years^ago  ;  this  was  over-production, 
for  the  tree  has  taken  a  r  st  since. 
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"  SilNITAS 


99 


EMBROCATION 


8d., 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 

X/-,  and 


2/6. 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6^.,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED  DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 

THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON- 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YORK. 


jL  &  STEEL 

Ladies  3PI LL  S 

jFor  Female  Irregularities,  &c. 

Price  4/6. 


PROPRIETOR— 

MARTIN,  Pharm.  Chemist,  SOUTHAMPTON. 

WHOLESALE— 

Edwards,  Sanger,  Barclay,  Sutton,  and  Butler  &  Crispe. 


(Brothers 


We  have  just  received  a  fresh  Con- 
signment of  New  Season's  Nor- 
wegian COD-LIVER  OIL,  and  shall 
be  pleased  to  send  samples  and  quote 
in  Barrels  or  Win.  Qts. 


HORA     &  CO., 

AGENTS, 

47   MINORIES,  LONDON. 


There   is   a   DEMAND  for  MEDICINAL, 
LICENCE-FREE 

COCA  WINE. 


The  "  Galen "  Coca  Wine  gives  universal  satisfaction  as  a 
remedy,  brings  repeat  orders,  and  yields  a  good  profit. 

THE  GALEN  MANUFACTURING  CO.,  LIM. 

(JQHN    MOSS   &  CO.), 

Wilson    St.,    LONDON,  S.E. 
THE  ROYAL 

WELSH   TABLE  WATER 


R.  ELLIS  &  SON,  Ruthin,  N.  Wales 

London  Agents-W.  BEST  &  SONS,  22  Henrietta  St.,  W. 


C  0  C  ATON IC  CKAMPAGN  E 


Prepared  and  Bottled  by  the  Growers  at  Bouzy-Keims,  troni  the  nntBt  Natural 

Champagne,  and  the  leaves  of  the  Erythroxylon  Coca,  and  mn  from  Cocaine. 
We  supply  "Coca-Tonic"  Champagne  with  Chemists'  own 
name  on  the  Labels. 
For  prices  and  particulars,  apply  to  the  Sole  Proprietors— 
HERTZ  &  COLLINGWOOD,  38  Leadenhall  Street,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Peter  Moller's 

Does  not  "Repeat."  Well  Advertised. 

Recommended  by  Doctors.  In  P.A.T.A.  List. 

OF  ALL  THE   WHOLESALE  HOUSES 
or 

PETER    MOLLER,   43  SNOW    HILL,    LONDON,  EC. 


Fletchers'  Concentrated  Ciquors 

AND  THE 

NEW   PHA  RM  A  COPCEIA . 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


THE    PRESENT    POSITION    OF  THE 
PHARMACY  BILL,. 

The  promoters  of  the  Pharmacy  Bill  were  no  doubt 
exceptionally  fortunate  in  gettiDg  their  measure  through  its 
second  reading  so  early  in  the  Session,  and  the  position  then 
acquired  gave  them  considerable  and  reasonable  hope  of 
getting  the  Bill  on  the  statute-book  before  the  end  of  the 
Session.     Mr.   Cross's  opposition  has,  however,  somewhat 
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spoiled  the  prospact.  So  long  as  his  amendments  appear  on 
the  notice-paper  the  Bill  cannot  be  taken  after  midnight. 
Mr.  Smith  did  not  ballot  for  a  place,  so  he  has  no  chance  of 
getting  the  Bill  considered  on  a  private  members' day — at  least 
not  this  side  of  Whitsuntide.  Notices  on  the  paper  do  not 
prevent  a  Bill  which  has  passed  its  second  reading  getting 
into  Committee ;  this  was  why  the  Bill  was  dealt  with  last 
Monday  week  after  midnight.  It  will  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  as  soon  as  the  Bill  was  got  into  Committee  Mr. 
Cross  moved  to  "report  progress,"  and  now,  even  if  Mr. 
Cross  were  to  remove  his  objections,  or  if  he  were  not  present 
any  evening  when  the  Bill  was  reached,  it  is  not  certain  that 
it  would  get  through  the  Committee,  though  it  probably 
would.  After  Whitsuntide  measures  which  have  got  into 
Committee  have  precedence  over  those  which  have  not  got 
through  their  second  reading.  This  gives  the  Pharmacy 
Bill  a  certain  advantage.  But  in  revenge,  as  the  French 
say,  the  prospects  are  almost  equalised  by  the  growing  greed 
of  the  Government  when  that  period  is  reached.  The  Bill 
may  be  moved  on  any  night,  for  which  it  has  been  put  down 
if  it  is  reached,  either  by  Mr.  Smith  or  by  any  of  his  backers, 
and  unless  Mr.  Cross  has  some  associates  in  his  opposition  he 
may  get  tired  of  the  frequent  watching  involved.  It  was  at 
the  end  of  the  orders  on  Monday  last,  but  was,  of  course,  not 
reached,  and  it  is  now  relegated  to  April  19. 


THE    QUININE  QUESTION. 

Two  years  ago  a  German  professor  estimated  the  world's 
annual  consumption  of  quinine  salts  to  be  7,000,000  oz.,  and 
those  who  were  able  to  check  him  did  not  think  the  professor 
■wide  of  the  mark.  This  must  now  be  taken  as  an  under- 
estimate, for  in  the  year  ending  December  31,  1897,  the 
United  States  alone  imported  4,364,823  oz.  of  quinine 
sulphate,  and  as  a  third  as  much  is  made  in  U.S.A.  as  is  im- 
ported, it  follows  that  the  consumption  there  is  well  over 
5,000  000  oz.  a  year.  The  rest  of  the  world  consumes  some- 
what more,  as  Java  alone  supplies  10,000,000  oz.  of  quinine 
sulphate  in  the  bark  yearly,  and  the  supplies  from  other 
sources  bring  the  total  up  to  over  12,000,000  oz.  These 
remarks  are  suggested  by  a  paper  written  by  Mr.  Joseph  W. 
England,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  Alumni  Iteport,  which  he 
edits.  Mr.  England  has  been  inspired  by  the  history  of 
Messrs.  Howards  &  Sons,  which  was  inserted  in  our  Winter 
number.  He  relates  the  history  of  American  quinine-manu- 
facture, which  goes  back  a  year  or  two  before  the  Howard 
record;  for  it  was  in  1823  that  Messrs.  Farr  &  Kunzi, 
Philadelphia  (predecessors  of  Powers  &  Weightman),  had 
fairly  established  the  manufacture  of  quinine  sulphate,  and 
were  selling  it  at  $16  per  oz.  Mr.  George  D.  Kosengarten, 
of  the  same  city,  also  manufactured  the  alkaloid  in  1824. 
Mr.  England  traces  the  progress  of  the  industry,  showing  how 
the  bark-supply  has  varied,  and  how  quinine  prices  have 
fluctuated  since  1823.  Until  1879  quinine  salts,  on  entering 
the  United  States,  were  subject  to  duties  of  15  to  30  per 
■cent,  ad  vol.,  and  bark  also  was  liable  to  occasional  duties, 
the  last,  one  of  10  per  cent,  on  bark  bought  in  Amsterdam 
and  London  or  imported  direct  from  the  East  Indies,  being 
repealed  three  years  after  quinine  was  made  free — a  dere- 
liction of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  protectionists  which  is 
unpardonable.  Mr.  England  argues  strongly  for  reimposition 
of  a  5c.  per  oz.  protection-duty  on  quinine,  but  fears  that  the 
South  and  West  of  the  Union,  who  are  the  largest  users 
of  quinine  in  America,  will  not  allow  it.  Mr.  England  has 
obtained  from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  U.S.  Treasury, 
the  following  figures,  showing  the  importation  of  cinchona 
and  quinine  during  the  past  thi'ty-one  years.    We  omit  the 


values  in  order  to  include  cinchonidinc,  which  is  of  excep- 
tional interest  just  now  : — 


Fiscal 
Year 
ending 
June  30 


1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 

1873 

1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 
1897 


Imports  of  Barks    *mP  w  °f.Q™6  I  l^ts  of  Cin 
Lt,;„in„         Sulphate  includes,  chonit 


containing 
Quinine 


up  to  1874,  "  Other 
Salts  of") 


dine  (not 
enumerated 
until  1884) 


Lbs. 

1,068,056 
1,559,431 
1,490,085 
286,095 
2,852,841 

4,438,935 

5,140,50025 

4,520,390 

5,280,150 

1,760,446 

4,826,290 

6,389,378 

6,013,877 

4,219,403 

5,010,547 

3,639,315 

2,588,307 

2,559,691 

4,447,082 

4,787,311 

2,801,457 

2,878,184 

2,838,306 

2,672,364 

3,423,941 

2,374,041 

2,502,224 

2,012,399 

2,699,78S-5 

2,537,693 


Oz. 
79,478 
40,675 
117,996 
37,55C-53 
10,861 
34,723 
7,970 
114,814 
68,097 
12,279 
22,746 
75,804 
17,549 
228,348 
416,998 
408,851 
794,495 
1,055,764 
1,263,732 
1,390,126 
1,251,556 
2,180,157 
1,603,936 
2.825,008 
2,990,239 
3,079,000 
2,686,677 
3,027,819 
2,141,130 
1,308,959 
2,950,078 
2,714,147 


Oz. 


381,885 
478,747 
449,414 
570,162 
609,576 
171,251 
106,829 
156,229 

11,483 
364,192 
313,640 

72,425 
282,321 
450,331 


Mr.  England  tells  us  that  "  since  1879  the  United  States 
has  been  the  dumping-ground  of  Europe's  excess  of  quinine." 
How  long  that  will  obtain  is  a  problem  ;  not  that  American 
manufacturers  will  increase  their  production,  but  because 
Java,  as  a  quinine-producer,  has  to  be  reckoned  with. 
Nearly  three  years  have  elapsed  since  the  foundation  of  the 
factory  at  Bandoeng,  or,  rather,  Samarang,  was  laid,  and  the 
first  consignments  of  quinine  sulphate  manufactured  there 
are  to  be  put  forward  to  auction,  one  in  London  this  week, 
another  in  Amsterdam  next  week.  The  Java  people  seem 
sanguine  of  success,  as  may  be  judged  by  the  following 
glowing  epistle  which  we  have  received  from  Amster- 
dam : — 

On  April  6  twenty-one  cases,  each  containing  12-kilo.  tins  of 
Java  quinine,  will  be  offered  in  public  auction.  This  is  the  first 
import  of  the  quinine  manufactured  in  Java.  According  to  the 
chemical  analysis  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Koppeschaar,  the  quinine  is  of 
excellent  quality,  and  can  compete  with  the  first  qualities  of  the 
European  market.  There  is  every  probability  that  the  Java 
factories  will  in  the  future  continue  to  send  considerable  quanti- 
ties of  their  make  to  our  market,  and  they  will  be  able  to  sell  at  a 
lower  rate  than  their  European  competitors,  because  they  avoid 
the  great  expenses  of  freight,  commissions,  &c,  on  the  bark,  and 
have  their  plantations  at  their  door.  Should  the  English  market 
show  sufficient  interest  in  this  quinine,  we  feel  sure  that  we  shall 
be  able  to  get  the  manufacturers  to  put  it  up  in  a  style  suitable 
for  that  market. 

Here  are  a  performance  and  a  promise.  The  only  com 
ment  that  need  be  made  in  respect  of  the  performance — i.e., 
the  production  of  quinine  in  Java — is  that  they  have  hastened 
slowly,  and  they  might,  while  they  were  at  it,  have  made  the 
quinine  salt  exactly  as  we  like  it — viz.,  in  perfectly  white, 
feathery  crystals.  It  is  almost  impossible  not  to  make 
chemically-pure  quinine  from  Java  bark  The  parcel  of 
10,000  oz.   which   comes  up  for  sale  'a   London  to-day 
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(Thursday)  is  accompanied  by  the  following  analysis  from 
Dr.  B.  H.  Paul : — 

The  sample  of  sulphate  quinine  (1  tin)  received  from  Smith's 
warehouse  gives  on  analysis  the  following  result : 

Water   15*4 

Quinine  sulphate  ...       ...       ...  8v6 

100-0 

The  quinine  is  of  high-class  quality. 
This  analysis  has  tended  to  prejudice  the  article  in  Mincing 
Lane,  through  no  fault  of  the  analyst,  but  because  many 
who  are  interested  in  the  article  have  looked  upon  the 

15  4  per  cent,  of  water  as  a  contamination.  We  may,  there- 
fore, explain  that  B.P.  sulphate  of  quinine  contains  15 
molecules  of  water  of  crystallisation— i.e ,  slightly  under 

16  per  cent,  of  water,  so  that  the  Java  article  is  excellent  in 
this  respect.  But  while  the  quinine  is  chemically  pure  as 
far  as  pharmacopieial  tests  go,  it  is  in  too  minute  crystals, 
and  has  a  dis  inctly  yellowish  tinge,  viewed  by  reflected 
light.  These  characteristics  make  it  objectionable  for 
general  sale,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  cannot  be  used  for 
anything  but  manufacturing-purposes.  The  result  of  the 
London  auction  will  be  noted  in  our  trade  report,  and  whatever 
that  may  be  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that,  in  Amsterdam, 
the  price  wanted  (20  florins  per  kilo.  =  about  llhd.  per  oz.) 
is  too  high  to  bring  it  into  competition  with  German 
quinine.  To  'get  a  footing  Java  quinine  must  compete  in 
price  as  well  as  in  quality.  We  see  no  reason  why  both 
should  not  be  done,  especially  as  the  director  of  the  Bandoeng 
factory  said,  when  the  unit  was  very  low,  that  he  could  pro- 
duce quinine  sulphate  at  a  cost  of  3^d.  per  oz.  At  present  it 
is  worth  Qd.  in  the  bark,  so  that  there  is  sufficient  margin 
to  make  it  merchantable  and  to  cut  the  price — if  the 
European  makers  do  not  get  before  Java  on  the  latter  point, 
which  is  not  improbable,  seeing  that  cinchona  is  cheaper 
again. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC   TRADE  FOR 
CHEMISTS. 

The  "  season"  for  photographic  goods  has  come  round  again, 
and  chemist-dealers  are  giving  out  their  orders  in  anticipa- 
tion of  Easter  requirements.  Every  year  sees  a  larger 
number  of  chemists  taking  up  the  photographic  trade,  which, 
no  doubt,  is  one  of  the  most  legitimate  side-lines  ever 
handled  by  pharmacists.  As  evidence  of  the  increased 
interest  in  this  trade  it  has  been  reported  that  the  President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  endeavoured  to  get  a  well- 
known  lecturer  to  give  a  series  of  papers  on  photography  at 
the  evening  meetings  of  the  Society,  but  the  negotiations  fell 
through.  Possibly  such  a  series  would  have  had  the  effect  of 
attracting  better  attendances  at  the  meetings,  a  result  which 
might  have  been  accomplished  without  incurring  the  risk  of 
overcrowding. 

Chemists  engaged  in  the  photographic  business  should 
remember  that  the  most  profitable  reputation  they  can  secure 
is  one  for  selling  fresh  plates  and  papers.  Once  having 
established  a  good  name  in  this  respect,  it  is  an  easy  matter 
•  to  largely  increase  the  photographic  department.  There  is  a 
good  rule  in  many  pharmacies  of  beginning  the  season  with 
an  entirely  new  stock  of  plates  and  papers,  the  old  stock 
being  sold  off  at  a  sacrifice.  This  is  a  wise  precaution,  as 
nothing  is  so  fatal  to  success  in  this  direction  as  the  distinc- 
tion of  vending  stale  plates.  There  is  no  risk  in  stocking  the 
necessary  chemicals.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  (the  familiar 
"  hypo  "),  py  rogallol  ("  pyro  "),  sulphite  of  soda,  metasulphite 
of  potash,  oxalate  of  potash,  quinol,  metol,  and  amidol  are 
most  in  demand.  "  Hypo  "  is  now  sold  in  the  form  of  small 
crystals,  which  are  much  appreciated  by  amateurs  on  account 
of  the  facilities  this  form  offers  in  making  solutions.  The 


supply  of  ready-made  developers  and  baths  is  an  occupation 
chemists  should  feel  quite  at  home  in,  as  it  so  much  resembles 
dispensing.  A  reputation  for  a  developer  or  toning-bath 
means  a  steady  demand  throughout  the  season.  We  have  in 
mind  a  case  where  a  pyro-metol  developer  made  from  the 
subjoined  formula,  was  pushed  with  a  little  pertinacity  last 
season,  and  from  making  a  quart  at  a  time  it  became  neces- 
sary to  operate  with  5-gal.  batches  before  the  year  ended.— 

A  B 

Pyrogallol    gr.  lv.  '  Soda  carbonate       ...  ,?,iv. 

Metol   gr.  xlv.  Water  to    fxx. 

Potash  metasulphite  5'j- 

Potash  bromide     ...  gr.  xv.  For  use  take  equal  parts  o 

Water  to    Bxx.  A  and  B. 

Mounting-pastes  are  another  good  line  to  specialise.  The 
proper  tumiflcation  of  the  starch-granules  in  making  starch- 
paste  is  a  difficulty  many  amateurs  settle  by  buying  ready- 
made  mcuntants.  They  are  glad  to  have  an  assurance  that 
the  stuff  is  free  from  chemicals  which  will  injuriously  affect 
the  photographic  print.  A  formula  such  as  the  following  is- 
free  from  objection  : — 

Starch  powder    5iiiss, 

Gelatine  (B.P.)    5ii- 

Spirit  5'j- 

Formalin    ...  5j- 

Water   f.xxx. 

Soak  and  dissolve  the  gelatine  in  the  water,  heat  to  boiling,  and 
pour,  with  constant  stirring,  on  to  the  starch  (previously  mixed  to 
a  cream  with  a  little  cold  water).  When  nearly  cold  add  the 
formalin,  and  pour  the  paste  into  jars. 

As  one  more  instance  of  the  latitude  in  which  a  chemist's 
knowledge  may  be  exercised  we  may  quote  plate-backing 
preparations  for  preventing  halation.    The  usual  thing  is  a 
mixture  of  burnt  sugar,  sienna,  and  gum,  than  which  a  more 
unpharmaceutical  product  cannot  be  imagined.     It  answers 
the  purpose  well,  but  does  much  damage  to  dark- slides,  and 
causes,  by  its  messy  character,  many  failures.  A  nicer  article 
is  the  following  : — 

Hard  soap  (in  fine  shavings)        ...  5ss. 
Spirit  ...       ...       ...       ...  3X- 

Digest  at  a  temperature  not  exceeding  70°  F..  agitating  occa- 
sionally, for  seven  days;  filter,  and  dissolve  in  the  filtrate — 

Erythrosin   gr.  1. 

Aurin  gr.  1. 

This  fluid  is  painted  on,  the  back  of  the  plate,  and,  drying  in 
a  few  minutes,  alfords  efficient  protection  against  halation. 
It  is  wiped  off  with  a  damp  rag  before  developing.  The 
formula  might  be  improved  by  the  addition  of  some 
compatible  dye,  so  that  the  fluid  might  be  visible  in  the  red 
light  of  the  dark-room. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  show  that  in  the  photographic 
trade  there  is  room  to  exercise  the  chemical  knowledge 
which  chemists  possess,  and  which  in  many  cases  [they  have 
not  the  opportunity  to  legitimately  employ. 

TWO    EXAMINERS    TAKE  OPPOSITE 
VIEWS. 

A  friendly  chemist  kindly  sends  us  a  copy  of  the  Ethical 
World,  which  he  rightly  thinks  it  possible  we  may  not  have 
seen.  It  is  apparently  a  new  publication,  the  exact  purpose 
of  which  we  do  not  make  out.  It  appears  to  advocate- 
emancipation  from  the  "  Hellenisms  and  Hebraisms  "  which 
bandage  the  majority  of  us,  and  to  urge  on  us  the  doctrines 
of  the  Fabian  Soci'ty  and  the  practice  of  the  London 
County  Council.  The  article  to  which  our  attention  is 
specially  called  is  on  "  The  Ethics  of  Occupation,"  which  is 
the  subject  of  a  lecture  by  Professor  Patrick  Geddcs  recently 
delivered  before  the  South  Place  Ethical  Society.  Pro- 
fessor Geddes  was,  as  we  all  know,  until  eighteen  months 
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ago  the  examiner  in  botany  at  the  pharmaceutical  examina- 
tion at  Edinburgh.  One  of  the  purposes  of  his  lectures 
appears  to  be  to  advocate  a  renewal  of  "  the  joy  of  work" 
which  prevailed  in  old  times,  much  of  which  has  been  lost, 
he  thinks,  by  the  subdivision  of  labour.  One  of  his  illustra- 
tions will  be  read  with  interest.    He  says  : — 

It  is  sometimes  my  work  to  examine  candidates  in  medical 
botany,  and  thus  one  gets  a  good  deal  of  insight,  not  only  into  the 
standard  of  knowledge  of  the  young  fellows  who  come  up  to  pass 
or  fail,  but  also  into  their  character.  Taking  two  sets  of  men, 
both  doing  the  same  studies  and  both  examined  in  botany — the 
students  of  medicine  and  those  of  pharmacy — one  is  greatly 
struck  by  the  characteristic  difference  of  ethical  evolution,  as  well 
as  of  scientific  knowledge.  The  medical  student  lias  his  time  all 
to  himself,  and  is  able  to  study  all  day  long  ;  the  pharmacist  has 
only  the  leisure  left  after  an  exceedingly  long  working  day.  Thus 
the  medical  student  tends  sometimes  to  have  more  experience  of 
the  country  and  of  fields,  and  he  has  more  opportunity  in  every 
way.  Yet- it  is  generally  the  pharmacist  who  knows  more  of  the 
subject,  who  has  worked  at  it  more  patiently,  more  steadily,  and 
seriously  than  the  other,  because  he  has  had  a  different  discipline, 
and  is  acquiring  a  different  temperament.  The  medical  student 
is  still  largely  a  joyous  boy,  not  yet  in  contact  with  the  sobering 
hospital  ;  while  the  pharmacist  is  working  daily  with  the  re- 
sponsibilities of  life  and  death,  and  his  mistake,  unlike  that  of 
young  fellows  in  most  other  occupations,  may  be  absolutely  a 
terrible  one.  So  he  becomes  steadied,  moralised,  by  his  occupa- 
tion in  no  small  degree. 

Whether  the  joyousness  or  the  soundness  of  his  botany  is 
what  Professor  Geddes  admires  in  a  student  is  not  quite 
clear  from  his  lecture,  but  in  any  case  this  testimony  of  the 
experienced  examiner  may  be  quoted  against  that  of  the 
present  Scotch  examiner,  who,  in  his  report  for  1897,  said 
the  chief  impression  he  had  acquired  was  that  "  too  large  a 
proportion  of  the  candidates  come  up  inadequately  prepared, 
and  wanting  a  practical  knowledge  of  elementary  funda- 
mental facts."  The  candidates,  he  said,  frequently  show 
startling  ignorance ;  they  seem  to  have  absorbed  informa- 
tion from  text-books  without  digesting  it;  they  come  up 
crammed ;  they  have  not  studied.  Perhaps  the  truest  ex- 
planation of  the  discrepancy  between  the  two  professors  is 
that  both  set  out  with  a  delinite  end  in  view,  and  almost 
unconsciously  selected  their  instances  from  opposite  poles 
of  the  examinations. 


A  STRANGE  ERROR. 

The  death  of  "  Sir  William  Dwyer,"  the  famous  English 
physician,  on  March  13,  is  noted  by  a  German  contemporary. 
We  thought  we  had  missed  something  until  we  read  that  the 
deceased  gentleman  was  author  of  a  "  Dictionary  of  Medi- 
cin,"  and  President  of  the  "  Englischen  Medizinalrathes." 

PAPAW  AND  PAPAIN. 

The  Produce  World,  in  recommending  Indian  and  Ceylon 
planters  to  go  ahead  with  the  cultivation  of  the  papaw-tree 
says  "  the  pepsine  derived  from  this  fruit  is  the  foundation 
of  most  medicines  for  curing  digestive  derangements,  and  is 
now  quoted  at  5s.  per  lb."  We  hope  the  planters  will  not  be 
misled  by  this.  Papain  is  not  pepsin,  and  is  not  largely 
used  in  Western  medicine  ;  but  there  is  a  big  field  for  it  in 
India,  where  caste  prejudice  prohibits  the  use  of  animal  pro- 
ducts such  as  pepsin. 

U.S.A.  TEA. 

Tea-planting  in  the  United  States  is  at  present  a  failure. 
For  some  four  years  there  has  been  in  operation  in  South 
Carolina  an  experimental  tea-farm  under  the  auspices  of  the 
United  States  Government,  and  although  the  plants  have  had 
the  greatest  care  and  attention  the  general  result  has  been 
poor.  The  most  promising  variety  of  plants  came  from 
Darjeeling  and  lived  only  four  years,  whereas,  with  the 
careful  priming  and  treatment  rcce' ved,  they  ought  to  have 
maintained  thtir  vigour  for  forty  years.  The  beveiage  made 
from  the  tea  raised  is  of  a  slightly-yellowish  muddy  cobur, 
and  a  somewhat  weedy  taste.    It  is  estiTated  that  it  costs 


about  eight  times  as  much  to  make  1  lb.  of  tea  in  South 
Carolina  as  it  does  in  China  or  Japan,  notwithstanding  1he 
fact  that  parts  of  the  processes  are  done  by  machinery.  The 
promoter  of  the  farm,  however,  has  great  faith  in  the  ultimate 
success  of  tea-culture  in  the  United  States,  and  urges  the 
establishment  of  schools  of  instruction. 

STUDENTS'  CORNER  TOURNAMENT. 

There  are  now  completed  rive  out  of  the  six  competitions 
upon  which  we  are  to  award  a  special  prize  of  Mendek-ef's 
"  Chemistry"  (2  vols.)  and  a  certificate  of  honour  to  (be 
student  who  secures  the  highest  aggregate  of  marks  during 
the  six  months.  The  tentative  list  of  the  first  ten  competitor?,, 
published  last  week,  was  thrown  out  of  accuracy  principally 
in  consequence  of  the  unfortunate  practice  of  some  of  our 
students  in  changing  their  noms  de  plume.  So  far  as  we  can 
tell  the  following  list  is  correct  up  to  date  : — 


C.  T.  Packham    484     Lyra   '124 

Galen    482  A*.  J.  B.  (A.  J.Bills.)      ...  ■  4-1-7 

H.  W.  Harrie  (H.  W.  H.)...  472      Africanus  387 

Acetylene   452      Sepi«    378 

A.  E'.  Beeston    442      W.  H.  Hum     •   373 

Dover    426  1  O.  V.  BlaekbuM)   3G9 


As  there  only  remains  one  more  report  to  be  dealt  with  we 
shall  be  obliged  if  any  student  who  challenges  the  accuracy 
of  the  above  table  will  submit  his  claim  to  us  promptly,  so 
that  it  may  be  looked  into.  Failing  any  such  correction  we 
shall  assume  that  the  table  as  set  forth  is  correct. 

A  NEGLECTED  JUBILEE. 

We  have  seen  little  in  the  American  papers  about  the 
jubilee  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  at  Washington.  That 
must  be  our  excuse  for  not  referring  to  it  before.  The 
Institution  was  founded  in  1846.  The  founder  was  an 
Englishman  who  was  proud  of  his  connection  with  the 
Plantagenets.  His  mother  was  a  Macie,  and  his  father  was' 
Hugh  Smithson,  first  Duke  of  Northumberland.  He  was 
christened  James,  and  was  known  as  James  Macie  "Hil 
Parliament  allowed  him  to  take  the  name  Smithson,  from' 
which  fact  it  may  be  gathered  that  his  mother  was  not- 
Duchess  of  Northumberland.  James  SmithsoD  was  N<-ien-- 
tifically  inclined,  and  was  particularly  fond  of:  chemistry. 
When  he  died,  in  1829,  aged  64,  he  left  a  will  bequeathing 
his  property,  failing  certain  heirs  or  issue  by  them,  "to 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  found  at  Washington, 
under  the  name  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  an  establish; 
ment  for  the  increase  and  diffusion  of  knowledge  among 
men."  Mr.  Smithson's^property  was  worth  a  little  over  half 
a  million  dollars,  and  his  heirs  became  extinct  in  1835,  but 
the  Institution  was  not  organised  until  1848.  Nobody 
knows  why  Mr.  Smithson  should  have  selected  the  United 
States  for  his  bequest;  he  had  never  been  there,  and  had 
never  shown  particular  interest  in  it,  but  he  was  eaycr  to 
have  the  name  of  Smithson  perpetuated..  He  succeeded  in 
that  so  well  that  few  Englishmen  know,  and  perhaps  as 
few  Americans,  that  the  Smithsonian  Institution  is  of  Eng- 
lish origin.  It  is  well  that  Mr.  Smithson  ibequeatlied  his 
fortune  to  the  United  States.  The  people  there  have  rnacfe 
good  use  of  it.  For  fifty  years  the  Institution  ha  i  been 
doing  good  work  in  all  branches  of  knowledge,  especially 
science.  It  is  modestly  housed,  has  a  small  but  eapa'bVe 
staff,  who  work  laboriously  and  write  much.  Had  the 
lOO.OOJZ.  been  left  to  us  we  might  have  built  a  line  iu  I  Ltd- 
tion,  composed  chieily  of  bricks  and  mortar,  and  let  it  stand 
for  a  generation  or  two  as  a  Smithson  memorial,  thsn  'sold  it 
as  a  warehouse  Americans  have  done  better.  "  The 
Smithsonian  Institution  has  celebrated  its  fifty  years  of  life 
by  the  publication  of  a  massive  volume,  an  elegant  piece  of 
bookmaking,  adorned  with  fine  portraits  of  its  founder, 
secretaries,  chancellors,  and  1 2  tie  factors,"  rr.h'/.-h  is  the 
reason  for  this  note.  . 
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HINTS   FROM  EXPERIENCE. 


I. — The  Sale  of  Spices,  kc. 

IT  may  not  be  known — in  fact,  it  is  not  known — to  many 
chemists  what  an  easy  and  lucrative  extra  the  sale  of 
spices  and  herbs  is,  especially  those  used  by  pork-butchers. 
It  a  chemist  will  take  the  trouble  to  inquire,  he  will  find 
that  his  neighbour,  the  pork-butcher,  sends  out  of  the  town 
continually  for  many  articles  which  lie  month  after  month 
in  his  drawers  or  drug-room.  It  is  intended,  therefore,  in 
this  article  to  mention  a  few  of  the  requirements  which  he 
can  supply,  and  to  give  recipes  for  some  of  those  speciali- 
ties from  which  some  chemists  at  the  present  time  are 
making  a  substantial  profit. 

Both  beef  and  pork  butchers  use  a 

MEAT-PEES  EEVATIVE 

which  may  go  by  many  fancy-names,  but  one  of  the  best 
forms  for  which  is — 


Boracic  acid  (powder) 
Ground  rice  ... 


equal  parts 


This  sells  well  in  5-lb.  boxes  for  1.*.  per  lb.,  and  as  boracic 
acid  can  now  be  bought  for  34s.  per  cwt.,  a  very  substantial 
jnofit  will  be  seen  to  accrue  from  the  sale  of  this  pre- 
paration. 

Another  article  of  which  much  is  ussd  is  the  colouring 
for  polony-skins,  known  as 

CAMWOOD  SUBSTITUTE, 

which  is  an  aniline-red  d3'e,  and  can  be  obtained  from 
almost  any  drug- house  for  less  than  2s.  per  lb.  The  price 
obtained  for  this  varies  from  4s.  to  6s.  per  lb.,  according  to 
the  district.  An  excellent  sausage-coiouring,  prepared  from 
the  following  formula,  sells  at  from  1.$.  6d.  to  2s.  per  lb.  It 
is  advisable  to  give  it  a  fancy-name  : — 


Ground  rice  

Camwood  substitute 
Wheat-flour  


2  lbs. 
2  oz. 
1  lb. 


One  ounce  of  this  will  give  a  fleshy  tint  to  a  batch  of  about 
40  lbs.  of  sausages — an  advantage  which  many  pork-butchers 
who  put  little  meat  in  their  sausages  do  not  fail  to  appreciate. 
The  last  form  which  is  given  is  for  a 

SPICE  TO  FLAVOUE  BLACK-PUDDIXGS, 

which  are  such  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  pork-butchers' 
stock-in-tiade.    It  is  made  thus: — 


Ground  pimento 
Ground  cloves 
Price,  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 


14  oz. 
2  oz. 


SALTPETRE  AND  SAL  PEUNELLA. 

The  usual  price  paid  for  saltpetre  is  4s.  per  stone,  which, 
at  a  cost  to  the  chemist  of  21s.  Qd.  to  22s.  per  cwt.,  will  be 
seen  to  yield  a  very  fair  margin  of  profit.  Sal  prunella  is 
also  largely  used  by  the  pork-butcher  for  pickling. 

SPICES. 

It  is  not  all  druggists  who  may  care  to  stock  pepper,  but 
•  if  they  do  they  will  find  the  pork-butcher  is  a  ready  customer 
for  7  or  14  lb.  parcels,  and  a  few  sales  like  these  will  soon 
dispose  of  a  1-cwt.  keg.  Ground  mace,  the  average  cost  and 
■  selling  prices  for  which  are  2s.  2d.  and  3s.  Qd.  respectively, 
also  sells  well,  and  so  does  ground  nutmeg.  I  have  given  to 
the  editor  the  names  of  the  firms  where  I  have  been  able  to 
fcuy  best  these  spices,  and  they  may  be  had  by  any  chemist 
who  sends  a  stamped  addressed  envelope  for  the  information. 

The  other  seasonings  used,  such  as  ground  pennyroyal  and 
ground  sage,  cloves  and  cayenne,  can  all  be  obtained  from 
most  drug- houses,  and  will  allow  of  a  40  to  50  per  cent,  profit. 

Few  know  that  Armenian  bole,  used  for  colouring  brawn, 
can  be  obtained  from  almost  any  manufacturing  colour- 
merchant  at  8s.  per  cwt. — a  much  less  figure  than  is  paid  to 
-most  drug-houses.  This,  retailed  at  6d.  per  lb.,  in  4-lb.  or 
<6-lb.  lots,  allows  a  good  remuneration. 


If  the  foregoing  extras  are  stocked  the  confectioner,  too, 
will  become  a  better  customer  than  he  has  been  hitherto  ;  in 
fact,  many  chemists  will  be  astonished  at  the  number  of 
their  neighbours,  and  particularly  those  in  the  businesses 
mentioned,  who  send  out  of  the  town  for  many  things  which 
they  themselves  stock. 

Chemists  will  do  well  to  look  into  the? e  matters,  and  after 
stocking  one  or  two  of  t  he  things  which  they  have  not  already 
in  their  shop,  send  their  assistant  or  apprentice  round  the 
town  to  the  pork-butchers  and  confectioners  with  samples 
and  quotations,  and  they  will  find,  as  the  writer  of  this 
article  has  found,  that  they  will  not  be  satisfied  with  their 
own  district,  but  will  need  to  send  into  neighbouring  towns 
also. 

Some  high-class  pharmacists  may  not  care  to  do  this,  and. 
even  if  they  did,  it  would  be  unwise  for  them  to  venture; 
but  the  ordinary  chemist  who  is  energetic  and  wants  to  get 
hold  of  every  extra  he  can  to  counteract  present  evils,  will 
do  well  to  give  this  matter  his  careful  consideration. 


ftotts  on  Jlcs'moibs. 

By  Lewis  Ough,  F.C.S.,  F.L.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 

III.  ZANTHOXYLIN. 

rPHE  barks  of  both  Zanthoxylum  fraxineum  (Zmthoxylum 
-*-  americanum)  and  Zinthoxylum  carolinitmum  are  de- 
scribed as  the  source  of  this  resinoid.  and  although  they 
do  noi  differ  to  any  considerable  extent  in  appearance,  as 
far  as  the  writer  can  gather  the  former  is  the  species 
usually  employed  in  this  country.  These  plants,  which  are 
commonly  known  as  prickly  ash,  angelica  tree,  and  toothache- 
shrub,  have  long  been  employed  as  a  domestic  remedy  in  the 
States  of  North  America,  especially  by  the  negro  natives. 
The  resinoid  is  not  at  present  employed  to  any  large 
extent,  but  is  occasionally  asked  for.  Both  shrubs  are 
indigenous  to  North  America,  and  the  fruit  as  well  as  the 
bark  has  been  employed  medicinally,  but  the  bark  is  now 
alone  official  in  the  United  States  Pharmacopoeia.  The  first- 
named  species  grows  from  Canada  southwards  to  North 
Carolina,  and  the  latter  near  the  coast  from  Virginia  south- 
wards to  Florida  and  westwards  to  Texas.  For  use  the  bark 
of  Zanthoxylum  fraxineum  should  be  collected  in  the  early 
spring  or  autumn,  that  from  the  medium-size  branches  being 
preferred.  The  inner  bark  is  whitish,  whilst  that  immediately 
inside  the  corky  layer  is  of  a  greenish  tint;  it  has  a  slightly 
aromatic  and  strongly  pungent  taste,  is  almost  free  from 
odour,  and  breaks  readily  with  a  non-fibrous  short  fracture 
Besides  the  ordinary  vegetable  principles,  prickly-ash  bark 
has  been  found  to  contain  a  green-coloured  fixed  oil,  resin, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  a  volatile  oil,  together  with  a  peculiar 
crystalline  principle,  zanthoxylin,  which  must  not  be  con- 
founded with  the  resinoid  which  has  unfortunately  been 
given  the  same  name.  A  bitter  principle  from  Zanthoxylum 
clara-Uerculis  (which  is  considered  by  some  botanists  to 
be  Zanthoxylum  carolinianum)  was  when  first  isolated  in 
1827  named  zanthopicrite,  but  Perrins  in  1863  found  this  to 
be  identical  with  berberine,  and  although  it  was  at  first 
stated  that  zanthoxylin  and  zanthopicrite  were  also  identical 
it  was  subsequently  shown  that  the  two  were  totally  distinct 
and  that  the  former  had  no  resemblance  whatever  to  berberine, 
and  further  that  Zanthoxylum  fraxineum  does  not  contain 
berberine. 

For  the  preparation  of  the  resinoid  the  bark  in  coarf-e 
powder  was  thoroughly  moistened  with  spirit  (sp.  gr.  '823), 
and  allowed  to  stand  for  twenty-four  honr3,then  packed  in  a 
percolator  and  slowly  exhausted  with  more  of  the  menstruum, 
about  2  gallons  being  employed  for  each  pound  of  bark 
taken.  After  distillation  of  the  tincture  to  recover  most  of  the 
spirit,  the  residue  was  evapora'ed  at  a  low  temperature  and 
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carefully  dried.  In  dealing  with  28-lb.  quantities  of  the 
bark  in  this  manner,  about  9  per  cent,  of  resinoid  was 
obtained.  This  was  of  a  chocolate-brown  colour,  slightly 
hygroscopic,  but  readily  reduced  to  powder  in  a  warm  dry 
atmosphere. 

The  work  connected  with  this  note  was  conducted  in  the 
laboratories  of  Messrs.  John  Richardson  &  Co.,  Leicester 
(Limited). 


%  gacbelor  of  |){jsrm8tff. 


I'm  a  Bachelor  of  Pharmacy,  have  taken  high  degrees 

In  the  fascinating  pharmaceutic  line  ; 
For  I'm  young  and  not  bad-looking,  and  I  do  my  best  to  please, 
So  a  snug,  successful  pharmacy  is  mine. 
I  can  write  a  learned  thesis 
On  Karyokynesis, 
Or  a  sonnet  "  To  thine  eyes,  Evangeline." 

I  can  charm  staid  maiden  ladies  with  my  deprecating  smile, 

And  have  sympathy  for  each  one's  ache  or  pain ; 
And  the  younger  ones  throw  round  me  every  captivating  wile 
Which  can  be  thrown  to  catch  the  ardent  swain. 
But  my  work  on  Micrococci 
And  my  quaint  heterodoxy 
Have  stamped  me  as  a  man  of  massive  brain. 


The  beauties  of  the  neighbourhood  for  "  Golden  Hair-  wash  "come 

And  I  rush  them  for  my  patent  perfume -spray ; 
While  to  intellectual  parties,  struck  with  admiration  dumb, 
I  glibly  talk  of  "  Opium  Assay." 

For  I'm  young  and  very  learned, 
And  my  living  must  be  earned, 
But  a  Bachelor  can  always  make  it  pay. 


"Pebital  fonts." 


THE  following  six  are  culled  from  one  hundred  "  Don't?," 
by  Dr.  L.  C.  Toney,  in  the  Pacific  Medical  Journal: — 

Don't  forget  that  two  pills  of  1J  gr.  each  of  opium  kill.  That 
•jjr  gr.  of  morphine  was  given  to  an  infant  once  by  a  homoeopathic! 
doctor  of  Omaha.  It,  too,  forgot  to  wake  up.  Even  -jL  gr.  of 
opium  kills  infants.  Don't  administer  opium  or  morphine  to 
infants. 

Don't  forget  that  bicarbonate  of  soda  dissolves  ear-wax  (ceru- 
men). 

Don't  give  opium  in  diarrhoeas  of  children,  except  as  a  last 
resort. 

Don't  neglect  to  always  figure  the  do;e  for  children,  and  weigh 
the  medicine  out  in  all  cases.  Rule  is,  age  for  numerator,  plus  12 
for  the  denominator  =  the  fraction  of  an  adult  dose.    Test  it. 

Don't  forget  that  bottle-fed  infants  are  subject  to  scurvy,  and 
that  the  three  prominent  symptoms  are: — 1st,  bleeding  gums; 
2nd,  swollen  and  tender  thighs ;  and,  3rd,  purpuric  spots. 

Don't  give  iodide  of  potassium  alone.  Combine  it  with  milk  or 
soda-water. 


Doubtful  Origin  !— "  A  licensed  Texas  druggist  asks  us 
(the  Bulletin  of  Pharmacy)  :  '  From  what  part  of  the  ox  is 
oxalate  of  ceiium  gotten?'  So  far  as  we  know,  the  source 
of  supply  is  the  gall-stones,  which,  we  have  no  doubt,  would 
prove  of  medicinal  aid  to  our  inquirer,  oh  the  homoeopathic- 
principle  of  similia  sintilibiis  ourantur." 


|'n  tin  Dome  tf  Cassia. 


A COMMERCIAL  mission,  representing  the  Chambers  oir 
Commerce  of  Crefeld,  Gladbach,  and  Bremen,  has  re- 
cently visited  China,  exploring  the  district  immediately 
north  of  Tonkin,  going  along  by  the  West  River,  and  return- 
ing by  the  Yang-chi-Kiang.  When  the  mission  arrived  at 
Lotingtchau,  an  inquiry  was  made  respecting  the  cultivation' 
of  cassia  and  the  distillation  of  its  oil.  The  travellers  hadi 
to  make  a  day's  journey  out  of  the  town,  which  is  a  cassia- 
trading  centre,  and  they  were  accompanied  by  persons 
accredited  by  the  military  mandarin,  who  had  given  instruc- 
tions that  they  should  see  everything.  First  they  inter- 
viewed a  cassia-oil  merchant,  who  they  found  was  exceed- 
ingly indignant  about  the  adulteration  of  the  oil,  which 
has  been  going  on  for  years.  They  learned  from 
him  that  he  had  provided  himself  with  a  formidable 
testing-apparatus,  that  the  oil  is  adulterated  with  petroleum, 
that  the  Lotingtchau  merchants  are  innocent  of  sophistica- 
tion, and  that  the  best  oil  is  distilled  in  Kwang-si,  but 
beyond  that  the  indignant  merchant  could  give  no  informa- 
tion. Next  day  the  travellers  went  to  the  cassia-woods,  but- 
there  they  could  se»  nothing.  The  bark-strippers  were  not 
working  that  day,  and  the  distillers  were  smoking  the  pipe  ci 
peace,  as  they  had  no  other  material  to  work  upon  at  the  ■ 
moment.  After  a  great  deal  of  worrying  delays  the  travel-- 
lers  got  hold  of  a  young  man,  who  told  them  that  the  cassia- 
woods  were  in  a  south-westerly  direction,  and  when  they 
reached  the  spot  they  found  a  few  cassia-trees,  but  no  dis-  - 
filiation.  Next,  they  interviewed  a  headman  of  the  district, 
and  found  him  to  possess  a  marvellous  capacity  for  polite-  - 
ness  and  misleading  information,  although  finally  he  suc- 
ceeded in  taking  them  to  a  distillery,  where  they  saw 
nothing,  but  after  much  persuasion  they  got  into  a  distillery 
which  was  in  full  swing.  There  they  remained  for  two 
hours,  and  saw  with  their  own  eyes  the  distillation-process, 
and  took  samples  of  the  distillate  of  oil  and  water  as  it 
came  out  of  the  condenser — thanks  to  the  very  friendly  dis- 
tiller. The  sample  is  to  be  the  subject  of  a  special  report. 
Resuming  the  journey  by  the  river,  the  travellers  passed  a 
hilly  country,  in  which  they  saw  young  cassia-trees  and  a 
few  cassia-dealers  ;  and  this  is  the  extent  of  their  investiga- 
tions. It  does  not  seem  much  to  have  gone  to  China  for  ;  . 
but  we  hope  the  sample  which  the  mission  took  will  help  to 
prove  that  petroleum  does  not  exist  in  cassia-bark  naturally, 
and  we  look  forward  to  this  special  report  with  interest. 


business  gtamts. 


rPHE  Montreal  Pharmaceutical  Journal  publishes  the 
-L  following  "  Rules  for  Assistants,"  which  may  be  read 
with  profit : — 

If  you  see  a  customer  enter,  turn  your  back  and  look  at  some 
bottles  on  the  shelf.    It  has  an  air  of  sociability. 

Always  have  the  floor  of  your  store  mopped  up  in  the  busy  time, 
of  the  day.  It  impresses  the  customer  with  the  idea  that  you* 
value  cleanliness.  The  same  rule  would  also  apply  to  your 
windows. 

If  a  lady  asks  for  a  postage-stamp,  exclaim,  "  Don't  you  sec  that  1 
am  busy  '.'  "  If  the  directory  is  wanted,  shout,  "  Couldn't  you  see 
it  when  you  came  in  ?  "  Perhaps  she  doesn't  feel  humble  enough 
already  at  asking  the  favour  of  you,  and  these  little  pleasantries- 
will  put  her  in  the  proper  mood. 

Distribute  two  or  three  cats  over  the  store.  It  makes  fun  when, 
a  customer  brings  in  a  dog. 

If  a  lady  asks  about  perfumes,  take  an  atomiser  and  spray  some 
in  her  eyes.  When  she  sees  how  lavish  you  are  with  it  she  will! 
appreciate  its  value. 

Never  put  up  a  prescription  in  less  than  half  an  hour  after  yevt 
receive  it.    You  are  the  best  judge  of  its  urgency. 

Never  change  the  contents  of  your  showcase.  Customers  who 
have  been  coming  in  for  several  years  might  miss  sight  of  eld 
friends. 

If  you  are  selling  tooth-brushes,  always  rub  them  across  your 
hand  or  sleeve  to  show  how  pliable  the  bristles  are.  It  enhances 
the  value  to  the  buyer. 

Carry  out  these  rules  for  six  months,  then  apply  for  an  increase- 
0f  salary. 
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flfrcfctcal  (Bleamnos. 


Digitalis  Preparations. 

Writing  in  the  Therapeutic  Gazette,  on  the  choice  of 
digitalis  preparations,  Professor  H.  A.  Hare,  of  Philadelphia, 
says  : — "  The  reason  that  the  infusion  acts  efficiently  in  some 
cases  as  a  diuretic  probably  depends  upon  the  fact  that  as  it 
does  not  contain  so  much  digitalin  it  is  less  apt  to  cause 
spasm  of  the  renal  vessels,  but  if  the  heart  is  feeble  and  there 
is  renal  stasis,  the  tincture  is  probably  the  better  preparation 
to, overcome  this  state,  because  it  both  aids  the  heart  and  by 
contracting  the  renal  vessels  overcomes  the  stasis.  The  use 
of  digitalin  is  inadvisable  unless  we  are  sure  that  we  get  that 
made  according  to  the  process  of  Schmiedeberg,  for  the 
other  digitalins  usually  sold  are  very  uncertain.  The  infu- 
sion is  far  more  apt  to  disorder  the  stomach  than  the  fluid 
extract  or  tincture,  because  of  the  irritating  digitonin  which 
it  contains." 

Diuretics. 

According  to  Dr.  Seymour  Taylor  some  remedies  given 
together  often  act  well,  although  when  given  separately  they 
fail  to  act  at  all.  He  instances  the  cases  of  two  patients 
who  were  apparently  dying,  and  who  had  had  digitalis, 
•strophantiius,  and  convallaria  at  different  times,  but  not 
together.  They  were  given  digitalis,  convallaria,  and 
strophanthus  together,  with  the  result  that  both  cases  were 
quite  free  from  dropsy  in  a  week. 

Green  Deposits  on  Children's  Teeth. 

An  American  dentist  says  the  following  is  good  for  re- 
moving green  tartar : — 

Tr.  iodi   JJj- 

Glycerini       ...       ...       ...  ... 

01.  mentli.  pip  q.  s.  (to  flavour) 

To  be  painted  on  the  surfaces  of  he  teeth  carefully. 

Intba-musculab  Injections  of  Mercury. 

Subg eon-Major  F.  J.  Lambkin  has  given  intra-muscular 
injection  of  mercury  in  cases  of  syphilis  an  extended  trial, 
and  speaks  very  highly  of  its  success  in  India.  He  considers 
it  the  best  method  of  exhibiting  mercury  in  syphilis,  as  by 
this  method  he  has  never  found  indigestion  or  diarrhea 
result,  and  the  treatment  need  not  prevent  the  soldier  from 
■carrying  out  his  usual  duties.  The  "  mercurial  cream  "  re- 
commended is  as  follows : — ■ 

Hydrargyfi  5j- 

Lanolim        ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij. 

01.  carbol.  (2-per-cent.)    5j. 

M. 

Maximum  dose  :  ir[x.  for  an  injection. 
Surgeon-Major  Lambkin  has  also  used  sozoiodol  of  mercury 
for  this  purpose,  and  finds  that,  although  not  quite  so  rapid 

•in  action  as  the  mercurial  cream,  it  has  some  advantages. 

'The  formula  is — 

Kod-ii  iodidi    ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  x. 

Hydrarg.  sozoiodol  ...       ...       ...  gr.  v. 

Aq.  dest   iticc. 

<ii.x.  to  i;'Lxv.  as  an  injection. 

Tbeatment  of  Diphtheria. 
De.  W.  W.  Carpenter,  of  Petaluma,  Cal.,  writes  in  the 
Mddical  Brief  about  the  great  utility  of  sulphurous  acid  as 
a  specific  in  diphtheria.  He  says  the  sulphites  and  hypo- 
sulphites are  curative  in  a  less  degree  through  the  liberation 
of  the  same  agent,  while  sulphur  is  also  an  excellent  remedy. 
He  gives  the  following  :  — 

Sulphur         ...       ...       ...       ...  Svj. 

Glyceriui   §iiss. 

Acid,  sulphurosii    §ss. 

M. 

Sig. :  A  teaspoonful  every  hour,  or  half-teaspoonful  every  half- 
hour  is  still  better, 

This  is  interesting  icliiefly  because  more  than  a  generation 
since  Dr.  Dewar,  of  Kirkcaldy,  said  the  same  thing,  and 
wroved  it. 


IRevtcws  anfc  Xitcrar\>  IRotes. 

Introduction  to  the  Study  of  Organic  Chemistry  :  A  Textl 
booh  for  the  Use  of  Students  in  the  Universities  and  Technica- 
Schools.  By  John  Wade,  B.Sc.  (London,  1898:  Swan 
Sonnenschein  &  Co.,  Limited.)  Size  7^  inches  by  4if  inches. 
Pp.  xvi+460.    7s.  6d. 

It  rarely  happens  that  we  have  to  read  a  book  which  we 
admire  so  much  as  this,  and  which  we  put  down  with  a 
feeling  of  disappointment.  It  is  clever  in  many  respects. 
Thus  the  author  begins  with  the  more  simple  organic  com- 
pounds (alcohols  and  acids)  and  goes  on  in  a  practical  way, 
so  that  the  student  works  on  gradually  to  complex  sub- 
stances. Simultaneously  with  the  reading  of  the  chapters 
the  student  is  expected  to  perform  allied  experiments  which 
are  detailed  in  an  appendix  (better  to  have  had  them  at  the 
end  of  the  chapter  to  which  they  refer).  Without  these  ex- 
periments the  book  would  be  a  failure  as  a  text-book,  or 
"guide  to  students  commencing  organic  chemistry."  It 
lacks  the  directness  essential  in  books  for  beginners,  and  is 
so  crowded  with  facts  about  compounds  as  to  entitle  it  to 
rank  amongst  books  of  reference.  It  will  be  valuable  to 
students  who' have  passed  the  elementary  stage.  The  author 
says  "  There  is  no  essential  difference  between  the  carbon 
compounds  and  those  of  the  other  elements."  Is  it  not  time 
that  this  classic  saying  should  be  wiped  out  1  The  more 
we  know  of  the  carbon  compounds  the  more  do  we  find  that 
they  are  a  class  apart,  the  carbon  atom  having  properties 
which  none  other  possesses.  Mr.  Wade's  book  is  an  excellent 
proof  of  the  individuality  of  the  carbon  compounds.  We 
can  commend  it  to  pharmacists  who  wish  to  get  in  a  com- 
pact volume  the  most  recent  theories  respecting  carbon 
compounds  and  their  relation  to  each  other,  with  some 
account  of  the  preparation  and  properties  of  most  of  them. 

We  have  in  the  press,  and  will  publish  in  a  few  weeks > 
Pharmaceutical  Formulas,  a  Booh  of  Useful  Recipes  for  the 
Brvg-trade,  Collated  Chiefly  from  The  Chemist  and  Drug- 
gist and  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diaries,  by 
Mr.  Peter  MacEwan,  a  member  of  our  editorial  staff.  It 
extends  to  nearly  700  pages,  and  contains  several  thousand 
formulas,  and  is  copiously  annotated.  The  price  will  be 
7s.  6d.  We  shall  also  publish  about  the  same  time  Diseases 
and  Remedies,  a  concise  survey  of  the  most  modern  methods 
of  medicine,  writtenand  edited  by  physicians  and  pharmacists. 
This  work  will  be  most  useful  to  chemists,  and  will  be  published 
at  the  popular  price  of  2s.  6d. 

Db.  Georg  Dragendorff  is  engaged  upon  a  monu- 
mental work  entitled  Die  Heilrflanzen  der  Verschiedenen, 
T  Hiker  und  Zeiten.  Ihre  Anwendung,  mesentlichen  Bestandt- 
luile  und  Gcschichte.  It  will  deal  fully  with  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  remedies,  especially  those  of  the  East  and  Egypt, 
no  fewer  than  12  700  medicinal  plants  being  included.  The 
■work  is  to  be  published  in  parts  by  Mr.  F.  Encke,  Stuttgart. 

Mb.  Henry  J.  Webb.  2  Talbot  Court,  Gracechurch  Street* 
sends  us  a  little  pamphlet  advocating  a  new  method  of 
insuring  against  bad  deb's.  The  present  plan,  where  it  is 
adopted,  is  to  insure  against  an  excess  beyond  the  trader's 
annual  average — a  system  which  may  tend  to  encourage 
reckless  business.  Mr.  Webb  thinks  it  would  be  better  to 
insure  individual  traders,  and  to  insure  these  only  against 
half  the  net  loss.  Thus,  for  example,  if  A.  has  a  largre 
running  account  with  B.,  the  credits  extending  to,  say,  500/ , 
he  would  pay  premium  on  250Z.  In  the  event  of  B.  failing, 
and  paying,  say,  5s.  in  the  pound  when  he  owed  A.  400/., 
ihe  insurance  company  would  be  responsible  for  150/.,  which 
would  be  half  the  net  loss. 

The  Homoeopathic  Publishing  Company,  of  12  Warwick 
Lane,  have  issued  a  fourth  edition  of  their  Homoeopathic 
Directory  (2.S.).  It  gives  the  names,  addresses,  and  qualifi- 
cations of  medical  practitioners  who  believe  in  the  Hahne- 
mannian  theory  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Colonies,  and 
on  the  Continent.  As  far  as  possible  the  names  of  faithful 
chemists  are  also  given.  The  whole  lot  given  under  names 
and  under  towns  only  fills  a  little  book  of  116  octavo  pages, 
but  that  says  very  little.  It  is  curions  to  note  how  unequally 
the  practitioners  are  distributed.  Those  of  Canada,  for 
instance,  fill  over  7  pages,  while  those  of  Australia  do  not 
reach  3  pages. 
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Poetic. 

O  merchant,  in  thine  hour  of  eee, 

If  on  this  paper  you  should  ccc, 

Take  our  advice,  and  now  be  yyy, 

Go  straightway  out,  and  advertiii. 

You'll  find  the  project  of  some  uuu, 

Neglect  can  offer  no  exqqq. 

Be  wise  at  once,  prolong  your  daaa — 

A  silent  business  soon  dekkk. 

*  *  *  % 

A  chemist  in  Hatton,  Ceylon,  sends  the  following  to  a 
local  paper,  a  proves  of  chemists'  profits,  which  are  alleged 
by  "  Fact "  to  be  300  per  cent,  out  there.  He  apologises  to 
Burns,  for  which  we  are  thankful,  as  Burns  wrote  "  chiel  "and 
*:!  daurna  "  : — 

"  Fact"  is  a  chill  that  winna  ding, 

And  downa  be  disputed, 

But  some  day  he  may  knaw  a  string 

Because  my  skill  he  doubted, 

And  curse  his  folly  wi'  a  whing: 

My  charges  he  has  flouted  : 

My  sales  to  nothing  he  will  bring, 

He  says  :  I'll  see  about  it 

By  nicht  an'  day. 

$  :   *  .  Sfc  # 

The  Norfolk  Chronicle  of  February  26,  in  its  "  Notes  and 
Queries  "  section,  quotes  a  rhymed  advertisement  more  than 
a  century  old,  issued  by  one  Watson  "  to  the  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  of  Thetford  and  its  vicinity."  .Watson  was  a 
regular  Whiteley  of  the  period.  He  sold  seeds,  plants,  and 
bulbs,  kept  the  post-office,  did  printing,  and  (as  he  describes 
himself) — 

"  I'm  Hatter,  Haberdasher,  Hosier; 
Linen  and  Woollen  Draper,  Grocer  ; 
Cutler,  Perfumer,  Ironmonger, 
Nay,  more,  when  life  exists  no  longer  " — 

be  goes  on  to  say  how  well  he  can  furnish  a  complete 
funeral.  An  interesting  part  of  his  announcement  is  that 
in  which  he  refers  to  the  medicines  in  his  stock  as  follows  : — 

"  Have  you  need  of  Physic's  aid  ? 
Physic,  too,  is  Watson's  Trade, 
Witness  all  the  grand  Elixirs 
Advertis'd  from  Week  to  Week,  Sirs, 
Daffy's  Cordial,  warm  and  Spicy, 
Sold  in  Bow  Church-yard  by  Dicey ; 
Beaume  de  Sante,  Beaume  de  Vie, 
Bateman's  Drops,  and  Centaury ; 
Jesuit's  Drops,  for  certain  ills, 
Hooper's,  Scot's,  and  Stomach  Pills  ; 
Water  Dock,  the  Blood  to  stir  up, 
Velno's  Vegetable  Syrup ; 
Drops  by  Kadcliffe,  Smith  and  Stoughton, 
Louther,  Spilsbury  and  Norton  ; 
James's  Powder,  strong  and  mild, 
Godfrey's  Cordial,  for  a  Child, 
■Or  Carminative  by  Dalby, 
Or  the  true  Magnesia  Alba  ; 
Hatfield's  Tincture,  good  for  Bruises, 
Jackson's  for  Domestic  uses  ; 
Corn  Salve,  both  from  Bott  and  Lord, 
Pills  and  Drops  from  Doctor  Ward. 
Greenough's  Tincture,  Black  and  Red, 
Snuff,  Cephalic  for  the  Head  ; 
Herb  Tobacco.  English  Coffee, 
Pills  to  keep  the  Vapours  off  ye, 
Worm  Cakes,  Issue  Peas,  and  Plaisters, 
Cures,  in  Short,  for  all  disasters  !  " 
*  *  *  * 

Increasing  Regular  Patrons. 
The  proprietors  of  Taylor's  Drug  Company  (Limited), 
chemists,  Scarborough,  Hull,  York,  Harrogate,  Ilkley,  nnd 
Bridlington  Quay,  are  conducting  their  "  great  annual  sale," 
and  in  an  address  to  the  public  they  explain  that  all  goods 


offered  are  of  the  same  excellent  quality  as  those  sold  all 
the  year  round,  and  their  reason  for  making  special  reductions 
in  prices  in  all  departments  once  a  year  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  regular  patrons,  "  which  increase  amply  repays  us 
for  these  reductions." 

Sheep-dip. 

Speaking  on  Australia  in  "  More  Tramps  Abroad,"  Mark 
Twain  says: — -"There  are  little  villages,  with  neat  stations, 
well  placarded  with  showy  advertisements,  mainly  of  almost 
too  self-righteous  brands  of  '  sheep-dip,' if  that  is  the  name, 
and  I  think  it  is.  It  is  a  stuff  like  tar,  and  is  dabbed  on  to 
places  where  the  shearer  clips  a  piece  out  of  the  sheep.  It 
bars  out  the  tlies,  and  has  healing-properties,  and  a  nip  to 
it  which  makes  the  sheep  skip  like  the  cattle  on  a  thousand 
hills.  It  is  not  good  to  eat ;  that  is,  it  is  not  good  to  eat 
except  when  mixed  with  railroad  coffee.  It  improves  rail- 
road coffee.  Without  it  railroad  coffee  is  too  vague,  but, 
with  it  is  quite  assertive  and  enthusiastic.  By  itself  railroad 
coffee  is  too  passive,  but  sheep-dip  makes  it  wake  up  and 
get  down  to  business." 


•tflevs  Books. 


Any  booh  named  in  this  list  can  be  supplied  post-free  to  any 
part  of  the  world  on  receipt  of  the  published  price  by  the 
Publisher  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon 
Street,  London,  E.C. 


Annals  of  Botany.  Vol.  12,  No.  15.  Ed.  by  J.  B.  Balfour  and 
others.    Roy.  8vo.    14  s  (Frowde.) 

Bayley,  T.  A  Pocket-booh  for  Pharmacists,  Medical  Prac- 
titioners, Students,  dc.    3^  x  4n.    3s.  (Spon.) 

Clinical  Society  of  London.  Index  to  Transactions  of. 
Vols.  1-30.    8vo.    12.S-.  (Longmans.) 

Cook,  E.  H.  A  First  Year's  Course  of  Experi  mental  Work  in, 
Chemistry.    7^x4^.    Pp.144.    ls.6d.  (Arnold.) 

Dictionary  of  Diseases,  with  Treatment.  By  a  Member  of  the 
London  Royal  College  of  Physicians.  Svo.  ti  x  5A.  Pp.  192. 
5s.  6d.    (Central  Pub.  Co.) 

Gardner,  J-  Household  •Medicine  and  Sick-room  Guide. 
Thirteenth  edition.  Revised  by  W.  H.  C.  Staveley.  Illust. 
8i  x  5h.    8s.  6d,    (Smith,  Elder  &  Co.) 

Gill,  A.  H.  A  Short  Handbook  of  Oil-analysis.  Crown  8vo. 
6.s.  (Lippincott.) 

Gray,  A.  A  Treatise  on  Magnetism  and  Electricity.  2  vols. 
Vol.  1.    9|  x  6.    Pp.  4S8.    14s.  net.  (Macmillan.) 

Hurst,  G.  H.  Lubricating  Oils,  Fats,  and  Greases:  their 
Origin,  Preparation,  Properties,  Uses,  and  Analysis.  Illus. 
8vo.    (New  York).    London.  15*. 

Robert,  R.  Practical  Toxicology  for  Physicians  and 
Students.  Translated  by  L.  H.  Friedberg.  Royal  8vo.  10s.  6d. 
(Bailliere.) 

Medical  Annual  and  Practitioners'  Index  :  a  Work  of 
Reference  for  Practitioners,  1898.  16th  Year.  7J  x  5.  Pp.762. 
7s.  6d.  net.  (Simpkin.) 

Middleton,  G.  A.  T.  Architectural  Photography.  7\  x  4|i 
Pp.  80.    Is.  (Hazell.) 

Pocket  Medical  Dictionary  of  20,C00  of  the  principal  Terms 
used  in  Medicine  and  allied.  Sciences.  Edited  by  Ryland  W. 
Greene.    6k  x  3|.    Pp.  420.    5s.  net.  (Lippincott.) 

Reynolds,  O.,  and  Moorby,  W.  H.  Mechanical  Equivalent  of 
Heat:  Investigation  bi/  Means  of  H'/draulic-brake  Dynamo- 
meter. Phil.  Trans.,  A,  vol.  190,'  1897.  Pp.  301-422.  '6s.  6d. 
(Dulau.) 

Roberts-Jones,  M.  Handbook-  on  the  W'  rkmen's  Compensation 
AH,  1897.  Fifth  edition.  7£  x  4|.  Pp.82.  Is,  {Western  Mail, 
Cardiff.) 

Scott,  J.  Manual  of  Urine-testing.  3rd  cd.  6  x  3f.  Pp.  60. 
Is.  6t?.  net.  (Bailliere.) 

Thompson,  S.  P.  Cathode  Bays  and  Some  Analogous  Bays  : 
Electrostatic  Deflection,  Splash  Phenomena.  Phil.  Trans.,  A, 
vol.  190, 1897.    Pp.  471-490.    Is.  6d.  (Dulau.) 

Wyatt,  G.  H.  Chemical  Experiments.  12mo.  Pp.  64.  Limp 
9(7.    (Handbooks  of  Practical  Science.)  (Rivrugton.) 
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Anniversary  Meeting. 

ONE  of  the  chief  incidents  of  the  fifty-seventh  anniversary 
meeting,  held  on  Thursday,  was  the  retirement  from 
the  senior  secretaryship  of  Professor  John  Millar  Thomson, 
F.R.S..  who  has  been  an  honorary  secretary  of  the  Society 
since  1883.  He  came  into  the  position  after  two  years'  ex- 
perience on  the  Council,  and  midway  in  Sir  J.  H.  Gilbert's 
presidency.  Eight  other  notable  chemists  have  since  occu- 
pied the  chair — viz.,  Dr.  W.  H.  Perkin,  Dr.  Hugo  Miiller, 
Sir  William  Crookes,  Dr.  W.  J.  Russell,  Dr.  H.  E.  Armstrong, 
Professor  Crum  Brown,  Mr.  Vernon  Harcourt,  and  now  Pro- 
fessor James  Dewar.  The  honorary  secretaries  of  the 
Society  are  generally,  and  rightly,  accredited  as  the  hardest 
workers  on  the  executive.  Nothing  except  illness  prevents 
their  presence  at  the  Society  meetings ;  and  Professor 
Thomson  has  been  so  rarely  absent  that  when  it  has 
happened  the  Fellows  wondered.  To  the  younger  genera- 
tion of  Fellows  he  has  been  the  secretary.  He  came  to  the 
position  with  many  qualifications,  resulting  from  a  series  of 
researches  in  inorganic  chemistry.  As  a  son  of  the  late 
Professor  Allen  Thomson,  the  Glasgow  physiologist,  he 
naturally  looks  to  the  University  of  St.  Mungo  as  his  Alma 
Mater.    He  is  one  of  the  leading  photographic  chemists  of 


Professor  J.  M,  Thomson,  F.R.S. 

the  day,  and  is  an  adept  in  the  chemistry  and  technology  of 
metals.  He  occupies  the  chair  of  chemistry  at  King's 
College,  and  is  the  author  and  editor  of  numerous  text-books, 
including  Bloxam's  well-known  work.  Professor  Thomson 
has  chosen  a  time  to  retire  when  there  is  no  chance  of 
making  him  President;  but  he  has  been  elected  one 
of  the  Vice-Piesidents,  and  the  present  President,  Pro- 
fessor James  Dewar,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S. ,  signalised  the 
event  by  entertaining  Professor  Thomson  to  dinner  in  the 
Trocadero  Restaurant,  on  Thursday  evening  of  last  week. 
Out  of  the  fifteen  past  presidents  alive  only  four  were 
absent,  and  these  from  illness  due  to  their  advanced  age. 
There  were  present  Sir  E.  Frankland,  K.C.B,  Professor 
Odling,  and  other  grey-beards  ;  in  fact,  it  was  curious  in 
looking  round  the  table  to  see  how  many  bore  the  signs  of 
wear  and  tear.  Sir  Frederick  Bramwell  and  Sir  James 
Ciichton  Brown  were  present  as  representing  the  Royal 
Institution  ;  the  officers  of  the  Society  were  fully  repre- 
sented, and  Dr.  Messel,  Messrs.  David  Howard,  Thomas 
Tyrer,  Boverton  Redwood,  A.  Gordon  Salamon,  and  C.  C. 
Hutchinson,  late  of  filter-press  fame,  now  of  the  Bar. 
President  Dewar  proposed  Professor  Thomson's  health  in  his 
most  felicitous  manner.  Professor  Thomson  replied  in  his 
usual  modest  and  unassuming  manner.    The  dinner  was  not 


only  a  success,  but  was  felt  by  every  one  to  be  a  signal  com- 
pliment to  a  good  man. 

The  meeting  on  Thursday  afternoon  of  this  week  was  a 
marked  contrast  to  the  annual  meeting  last  year,  when  a 
contested  election  for  the  presidency  brought  about  four 
hundred  Fellows  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  Professor 
Dewar,  accompanied  by  other  leading  officers,  came  into  the 
lecture-room  at  3  P.M.,  when  about  60  Fellows  were  present, 
and  addressing  the  meeting,  said  that  the  papers  submitted 
to  the  Society  during  the  past  session  might  be  taken  as 
a  fair  record  of  the  advance  in  English  chemical  science. 

The  rule  which  came  into  force  last  year  requiring  authors 
to  deposit  their  papers  and  abstracts  with  the  secretaries 
before  they  are  officially  announced  for  reading  has  worked 
well,  and  tis  found  to  expedite  the  publication  of  the  Pro- 
ceedings.   The  following 

Past  Presidents — 

Lord  Playfair,  A.  W.  Williamson,  Sir  E.  Frankland,  W-. 
Odling,  Sir  F.  A.  Abel,  Bart.,  J.  H.  Gladstone,  and  Sir  J.  H. 
Gilbert — having  this  year  completed  a  connection  of  fifty 
years  with  the  Society,  it  is  proposed  to  entertain  them  at  a 
dinner  on  June  9  to  mark  the  Society's  sense  of  the  vast 
services  they  have  rendered  to  chemical  science. 

The  Treasurer  and  Editor  of  the  Journal  have  been 
appointed  by  the  Council  as  delegates  for  the  Society  to  the 
National  Committee  for  preparing  a  Catalogue  of  Scientific 
Literature. 

The  President  referred  to  the  question  of  the  bye-laws  re- 
vision and  to  the  memorial  signed  by  540  Fellows,  praying 
that  some  alteration  be  made  in  the  by-laws  so  that  Fellows 
residing  at  a  distance  could  record  their  votes  by  post: 
The  Council  found  it  impossible  to  carry  out  the  wishes 
of  the  memorialists,  as  the  present  charter  does  not 
admit  of  voting  by  post  or  proxy,  and  in  regard  to  the  sug- 
gestion that  a  Supplemental  charter  be  obtained  to  overcome 
this,  they  had  been  advised  that  such  an  application  wonlrl 
not  be  listened  to  by  the  Privy  Council,  unless  it  were  sup- 
ported by  the  practically  unanimous  wish  of  the  Fellows. 
The  foreign  members  of  the  Society  have  been  increased  to 
thirty-eight  by  the  election  in  January  of  the  following: — 
Professors  S.  Arrhenius,  Th.  Curtius,  A.  P.  N.  Franchemont, 
W.  Korner,  W.  Markownikoff,  N.  A.  Menschutkin,  H. 
Moissau,  W.  Ostwald,  F.  M.  Raoult,  J.  Remson,  W.  Spring, 
L.  J.  Troost,  P.  Waage,  J.  D.  van  de  Waals.  One  of  the 
foreign  members,  Professor  Victor  Meyer,  has  died  during 
the  year.  The  Memorial  Lectures  delivered  up  to  1896  are 
being  issued  as  vol.  i.  of  the  Society's  Memorial  Lectures. 

The  numerical 

Stbexgth  op  the  Society 

is  now  2,140  :  removals,  withdrawals,  and  deaths  during  the 
year  figuring  a  total  of  57.  In  the  same  period  114  Fellows 
were  elected,  and  4  reinstated  by  the  Council.  Among  the 
deaths  occur  the  following  names  connected  with  the  drug 
trade  : — G.  A.  Keyworth,  Herman  Lescher,  F.  M.  Rimmington, 
and  the  withdrawals  include  the  name  of  A.  Kinninmont. 

The  communications  made  to  the  Society  during  the  year 
numbered  127,  and  no  fewer  than  2,575  abstracts  were 
sent  in. 

The  remainder  of  the  address  was  devoted  to  an  account 
of  the  recent  researches  on  low  temperatures. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  President  was  proposed  by  Sir  W. 
Crookes,  and  seconded  by  Dr.  W.  J.  Russell,  and  carried 
unanimously. 

Dr.  Thorpe,  F.R.S.,  the  Treasurer,  then  gave  an  account  of 
the  balance-sheet,  which  showed  the  receipts  to  be  3.827/. 
from  life  compositions,  admission  fees,  and  subscriptions; 
686/.  from  sale  of  Journal  and  advertisements :  and  414/. 
dividends  on  invested  capital.  The  total  expenditure  was 
4,807/.,  including  2.963/.  spent  on  the  Journal,  and  278/.  on 
the  proceedings.  The  amount  spent  on  account  of  the- 
library  was  307/.,  and  the  house  expenses  203/.  Grants 
amounting  to  150/.  had  been  made  to  Fellows  from  the- 
Research  Fund  during  the  year. 

Votes  of  thaDks  to  the  Treasurer,  Auditors,  Officers  and 
Council,  Editor,  Sub-Editor,  Abstractors,  and  Indexers  were 
then  proposed,  seconded,  and  carried.  In  the  vote  of  thanks 
to  The  Officers  and  Council,  proposed  by  Mr.  D.  Howard,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Cassal,  special  reference  was  made  to  the: 
valuable  services  of  Professor  Thomson. 


April  2,  1898 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


553 


flew  Companies  ano  Company 
IRews. 


Davies  &  Roberts  (Limited).— Capital  6,0002.  Objects : 
To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Alfred  F.  Davies  and  William 
T.  Roberts,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  oil,  tar,  or  grease 
refiners,  distillers,  and  dealers  in  the  by-products  of  oil-gas. 
Registered  without  articles  of  association. 

Rotahy  Photographic  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
30,0002.,  in  12.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
photographers,  photographic  printers,  photo  lithographers, 
and  manufacturers  of  photographic  materials.  Directors' 
qualification,  1002.  Remuneration,  as  the  company  may 
decide.    Registered  office,  10  and  11  Austin  Friars,  E.C. 

Chance  &  Hunt  (Limited).— Capital  280,0002.,  in  102. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  businesses  of 
alkali-makers  and  chemical-manufacturers  carried  on  by 
(1)  the  Oldbury  Alkali  Company  (Limited),  at  Oldbury, 
Worcestershire ;  and  (2)  Wm.  Hunt,  Edwin  Hunt,  and 
Edwin  J.  Hunt  as  "  William  Hunt  &  Sons,"  at  Leabrook, 
Wednesbury,  Staffs.  The  first  directors  are  Henry  Chance, 
Alexander  M.  Chance,  Arthur  L.  Chance,  George  F.  Chance, 
Alexander  M.  Chance,  jun.,  Edwin  Hunt,  and  Edwin  J.  Hunt. 
Qualification,  2,0002. 

Dr  Tibbles'  Vi-Cocoa  (1898)  (Limited).  —  Capital 
400.0002.,  in  12.  shares  (200,000  62.-per-cent.  cumulative  pre- 
ference). Objects :  To  acquire  the|  business  of  Dr.  Tibbies' 
Vi-Cocoa  (Limited),  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  manu- 
facturers of  and  dealers  in  "Vi-cocoa"  and  other  food- 
beverages,  cocoa,  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  &c,  sweetmeat-manu- 
faiturers,  refreshment-contractors,  planters,  chemical-manu- 
facturers, analytical,  manufacturing,  and  general  chemists, 
druggists,  patent-medicine  vendors,  &c.  The  first  directors 
are  Thomas  Smith,  W.  P.  Treloar,  Samuel  T.  Williamson, 
J.  H.  Trouncer,  J.  H.  Osborne,  and  Charles  H.  Williamson. 
Qualification,  5002.  Remuneration,  2,0002.  per  annum, 
divisible.  Registered  office,  60,  61,  and  62  Bunhill  Row, 
London,  E.C. 


The  West  Java  Cinchona-cultivation  Company  has 
just  declared  a  dividend  of  11.75ft.  per  lOOfl.-share  for  1897. 

A.  &  F.  Pears  (Limited). — An  interim  dividend  for  the 
six  months  ended  December  31  on  the  ordinary  shares  at 
the  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  annum,  less  tax,  will  be  paid  on 
April  1. 

The  Pacific  Borax  &  Redwood's  Chemical-works 
(Limited)  invites  subscriptions  at  102  for  150,0002.  second 
mortgage  5-per-cent.  debentures  redeemable  at  104  at  any 
time  on  three  months'  notice. 

Chinosol  Hygienic  Company  (Limited). — We  are 
asked  to  add  to  our  note  of  last  week  that  the  agreement 
adopted  for  this  company  was  between  Franz  Fritsche  and 
Leopold  Ostermann  on  the  one  part  and  Bernhard  Wilhelm 
Ktihn  as  trustee  for  and  on  behalf  of  this  company  on 
the  other  part. 

Bowman,  Thompson  &  Co.  (Limited).— The  annual 
report  states  that  during  the  past  year  the  net  profit 
was  29,2602.  The  directors  recommend  a  dividend  at  the 
rate  of  7  per  cent,  on  the  preference  shares  and  lh  per  cent, 
on  the  ordinary  shares,  leaving  a  balance  of  5,2552.  to  be 
carried  forward. 

Barclay  &  Sons  (Limited). — The  second  annual  report 
of  this  company  (which  succeeded  another  company  of  the 
same  name)  has  been  issued.  The  directors  state  that 
business  has  continued  very  steady,  the  sales  (167,4132.)  for 
the  year  ending  December  31  being  within  about  5002.  of 
the  previous  year's  total.  After  writing  off  bad  debts  and 
making  allowance  for  doubtful  ones  there  is  a  balance  left 
of  3,8112.  4s.  6^.,  out  of  which  has  been  paid  the  interest  on 
debentures  and  full  dividends  on  the  preference  shares, 
amounting:  to  2,0502.  4s,  leaving  an  available  balance  of 
1,7612.  0.?.  6c2  ,  or  an  increase  of  4542.  Is.  6^.  over  1896-97. 
Out  of  this  the  directors  recommend  a  dividend  of  5  per 
cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  which  will  absorb  9582.  lis., 


leaving  a  balance  of  8022.  9s.  6d.  Of  this  sum,  1972.  3L 
will  be  placed  to  the  reserve  fund,  502.  to  bad-debt  reserve, 
and  5552.  6s.  6d.  to  write  off  the  capital  account. 

The  Romance  op  Modern  Business  has  seldom  been 
more  strikingly  illustrated  than  by  the  prospectus  of 
Dr.  Tibbies'  Vi-Cocoa,  which  has  been  one  of  the  features 
of  the  past  week's  history.  Previous  to  December  1895 
the  thing  was  not ;  in  the  first  year  of  its  history  the 
proprietors  made  a  net  loss  of  6,8322. ;  but  they  made  Vi- 
Cocoa  known,  and  they  went  ahead  more  boldly  than  ever. 
The  second  year  they  made  a  net  profit  of  72,8322. ;  and  this 
week,  twenty-eight  months  after  the  establishment  of  the 
business,  they  sell  the  whole  concern  to  the  public  for 
300,0002.  This  record  seems  to  knock  the  bottom  out  of  the 
good  old  moral  maxims  we  were  taught  in  youth.  The  way 
to  make  a  fortune  then  was  illustrated  by  the  story  of  the 
lad  who  always  untied  knots  instead  of  cutting  the  string. 
The  good  boy  that  anecdote  was  told  about  would  make  but 
a  poor  show  by  the  side  of  the  men  who  have  created  a 
business  like  that  of  Vi-Cocoa  by  the  skilful  and  fearless  use 
of  advertising-mediums. 

A  Saucy  Prospectus. — Holbrook's  Worcestershire  Sauce 
(Limited)  (United  States  of  America  and  Canadian  rights)  has- 
been  formed  with  a  share  capital  of  100  0002.,  to  acquire  the 
trading-rights  in  the  sale  of  "  Holbrook's  Worcestershire 
Sauce"  for  the  United  States  of  America  and  Canada  from  the 
Birmingham  Vinegar  Brewery  Company,  1897  (Limited).  If 
this  enterprise  should  be  subscribed  for  by  the  public  60,0002. 
out  of  the  100,0002.  contributed  would  go  in  hard  cash  to  the 
vendor,  Mr.  Horace  de  Lisser,  who  appears  to  be  a  medium 
between  the  Birmingham  Vinegar  Brewery  Company  and  the 
new  company.  For  that  we  do  not  discover  that  the  share- 
holders get  anything  more  substantial  than  the  mere  right  to 
sell  this  sauce  in  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  pro- 
spectus tells  us  of  the  population  of  these  countries,  and  also 
indicates  that  the  business  with  South  Africa  and  the  Austra- 
lasian colonies  is  considerable,  but  does  not  show  that  Hol- 
brook's sauce  is  even  known  in  America.  The  proposal 
seems  scarcely  serious. 

Brook,  Simpson  &  Spiller  (Limited). — The  eighth 
ordinary  general  meeting  of  this  company  (aniline-dye  and 
printing-ink  manufacturers)  was  held  on  March  30.  Mr. 
Arthur  Brook  presided.  He  regretted  that  the  directors 
were  unable  to  put  forward  a  more  favourable  balance-sheet. 
At  last  annual  meetirjg  the  outlook  was  most  rosy,  but  uq- 
fortunately  they  had  had  some  reverses.  At  the  commence- 
ment of  last  year  trade  was  bright,  although,  perhaps,  the 
American  trade  was  not  so  good.  During  the  year  the  new 
tariff  came  into  operation,  and  instead  of  goods  shipped  fe- 
ttle United  States  being  subject  to  a  duty  of  25  per  cent., 
ad  valorem,  they  had  now  to  pay  30  per  cent.  Orders  from 
Manchester,  Leeds,  and  Bradford  had  also  fallen  off.  He 
hoped  they  would  do  more  business  when  their  new  benzole- 
tanks  were  completed;  they  had  been  delayed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  engineers'  strike.  It  appeared,  from  state- 
ments made  by  the  shareholders,  that  no  dividend  had  been 
paid  for  six  years.  One  shareholder  proposed  to  cut  down 
the  directors'  fees ;  but  the  Chairman  said  they  could  not  do 
this,  as  none  were  being  paid  now.  Ultimately  the  report 
was  adopted,  and  Mr.  W.  Spiller  and  Mr.  R.  J.  Friswell  were 
re-elected  directors. 


WU10. 


The  will  of  Mr.  Ernest  Abraham  Hart,  editor  of  the 
British  Medical  Journal,  who  died  on  January  7,  is  proved 
by  Mrs.  Alice  Marion  Hart,  the  widow,  Mr.  Stephen  S. 
Hyam,  17  Finsbury  Pavement,  and  Sir  Ernest  Clarke, 
13  Hanover  Square,  by  whom  the  testator's  estate  is  sworn  at 
15  9662.  gross,  the  net  personalty  being  12,1142. 

The  will  with  two  codicils  of  Mr.  James  Hickisson, 
otherwise  Hichisson,  75  Soutbgate  Road,  Kingsland,  marking 
ink  manufacturer,  who  died  on  September  29,  at  Bournemouth, 
is  proved  by  Mr.  J.  J.  R.  Friend,  Ryde,  Isle  of  Wight,  and 
Mr.  Duncan  Watts,  Worple  Road,  Epsom,  the  acting  executors, 
Mr.  Alfred  Bond  Hickisson,  the  son,  and  Mr.  Llewellin  Arthur 
Davies,  the  other  executors  nominate,  having  renounced 
probate.  The  testator's  personal  estate  is  sworn  at  9  26S2. 4s.  3d. 
gross  and  6,6992.  15s.  Id.  net. 
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Notice  to  Betail  Buyers. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section 
are  invariably  the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large 
quantities  in  bulk,  and,  for  crude  drugs,  without  charges. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.C.,  March  31. 

ABETTER  feeling  has  prevailed  in  commercial  circles  this 
week,  and  a  good  volume  of  business  has  been  done  in 
many  articles,  while  the  disturbance  in  the  gum-market, 
owing  to  "  tariff  tinkering "  in  the  United  States,  has  been 
calmed  by  later  advices.  Although  the  matter  is  done  with, 
it  may  be  useful  to  record  that  a  fortnight  ago  the  Board 
of  General  Appraisers  in  the  United  States  decided  to  re- 
classify gum  arabic,  tragacanth,  and  all  other  gums,  in- 
cluding varnish-gums,  which  had  undergone  the  slightest 
sorting,  placing  upon  them  a  duty  of  10  per  cent,  ad  val. 
and  \c.  per  lb.  This  had  the  immediate  effect  of  raising 
prices  in  America  and  stopping  business  here,  as  we  noted 
in  reporting  last  week's  gum-sales.  On  Tuesday,  however, 
cabled  messages  received  here  intimated  that  the  appraisers 
had,  at  the  solicitation  of  American  merchants,  recon- 
sidered the  matter  and  revoked  their  decision,  and  this  has 
had  a  happy  effect  upon  the  London  market,  more  inquiry 
having  since  obtained.  Another  sensation  of  the  week,  and 
one  more  closely  pertaining  to  home  retail  and  wholesale 
■druggists,  is  the  continued  advance  in  cod-liver  oil,  con- 
sequent upon  the  gales  at  Lofoten  and  the  poor  fishing. 
The  advance  is  from  10s.  to  20s.  per  barrel  in  London,  and 
while  buyers  are  a  little  more  eager  to  buy,  holders  in 
Norway  seem  disposed  to  play  with  them  a  bit.  The  chief 
movements  of  the  week  are  as  follows  : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Lower 

Aconite  (Jap.) 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Aloes  (Curacoa) 

Aloes  (Cape) 

Menthol 

Benzoin 

Coca-leaves 

Pepper 

Benzols 

Croton-seed 

Soda  (caustic) 

Calumba 

Ginger,  Jamaica 
Glycerine  (crude) 

Canary-seed 

Chillies 

Oil,  cod-liver 

Coriander 

Opium 

Cubebs 

Senna 

Ergot 
Euonymus 
Ginger,  Cochin 
Ipecacuanha 
Iron  sulphate 
Oil,  Cajuput 
Orris 

Quicksilver 
Wax  (bees') 

The  drug-auctions  are  rather  large  this  week  because  four 
weeks  will  be  allowed  to  elapse  before  there  is  another. 
They  are  reported  on  p.  556. 


CABLEGRAMS. 

Amsterdam,  March  31.  4  4  p.m.  :— At  the  cinchona 
auctions  held  here  to-day  7,787  bales  of  bark  offered,  and 
3,143  packages  sold  at  an  average  unit  for  the  manufacturing- 
bark  of  4  25c.  per  |-kilo.  against  5rVc.  paid  at  the  auctions 
on  February  24.  The  American  and"  English  manufacturers 
bought  7.204  kilos.,  the  Auerbach  factory  742  kilos.,  the 
Brunswick  factory  400  kilos.,  the  Mannheim  and  Amsterdam 
factories  3  446  kilos.,  the  Frankfort  and  Stuttgart  factories 
865  kilos  ,  and  various  other  buyers  1,747  kilos.  The  prices 
realised  for  manufacturing-bark  raDged  from  5|c.  to  39c. 
per  §-kiIo. ;  and  for  druggists'  bark  from  14^0.  to  60fc. 


Bergen,  March  31,  10.45  a.m.  :— Last  week's  gales  have 
done  much  harm,  and  the  storm  is  not  entirely  abated.  The 
prospects  in  the  Lofotens,  as  well  as  in  other  districts,  are 
very  bad,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  improvement.  The  catch 
so  far  amounts  to  19,506,000  cod,  against  30,062.000  at  the 
same  date  last  year.  These  will  yield  13.035  barrels  of  oil, 
as  compared  with  17,120  barrels  last  year.  Prices  are  rising, 
and  dealers  are  not  anxious  to  sell  at  the  current  quotation, 
80«.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen,  for  pale  non-congealing  medi- 
cinal oil. 

*  *  *  * 

Hamburg,  March  31,  12.30  p.m.  : — Agar-agar  continues 
firmer  ;  285m.  per  100  kilos,  is  to-day's  price.  This  market 
has  been  almost  depleted  of  calumba  owing  to  shipments  to 
London,  and  75m.  per  100  kilos,  is  wanted  for  fair  bold 
root.  Condurango  is  improving,  the  price  being  45m.  per 
100  kilos. 

.*  *  * 

New  York,  March  31,  2.15  p.m.  : — This  market  has  been 
dull  for  some  time,  but  during  the  past  ten  days  business 
has  been  quietly  growing,  and  to-day  the  improvement  is 
marked,  and  jobbers  are  busy.  Prices  are  well  maintained, 
especially  of  all  the  staples.  Golden-seal  root  is  now  41c. 
per  lb.  Good  American  oil  of  peppermint  is  firmer.  Wahoo- 
root  bark  (euonymus)  is  lower,  and  business  has  been  done 
at  13c.  per  lb.;  Culver's-root  is  weaker,  at  8s.;  and  podo- 
phyllum-root  is  quite  neglected,  at  4|c.  ;  but  wild-cherry 
bark  is  very  scarce,  and  5c.  per  lb.  is  wanted  for  fair 
quality. 

*  *  *  * 

Smyrna,  March  29,  10.47  a.m.  : — The  agents  for  American 
buyers  have  again  appeared  on  the  market,  but  there  are  few 
sellers  at  the  parity  of  8.?.  2d.  to  8s  4rf.  per  lb.,  at  which 
they  wish  to  purchase  fair  manufacturing-opium.  An  early 
advance  is  expected.  Again  telegraphing  on  Wednesday 
our  correspondent  says : — "The  damage  to  the  spring  sow- 
ings has  been  confirmed,  and  in  consequence  sales  are 
difficult  to  make.  The  equivalent  of  8s.  6d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b., 
has  been  paid  for  current  talequale,  and  8s.  9d.  for  Kara- 
hissar." 


It  was  unanimously  decided  at  to-day's  drug-sales  that, 


Drug-sales. 


owing  to  the  intervention  of  the  Easter  holi- 


days, the  next  sales  should  be  held  a  month, 
hence — viz.,  on  April  28. 

The  following  are  the  complete  analytical  factors  for  the 
Tonkin  oil  of  verbena  to  which  reference  was  made  last 
week: — Sp.  gr.  at  15°  C,  0  886;  optically  in- 
active; citral  content,  71  per  cent.  One  volume 
of  the  oil  is  not  soluble  in  ten  volumes  of 
70-per-cent.  alcohol.  We  are  indebted  to  Mr. 
Louis  Schlesinger  for  these  particulars,  which  have  been 
ascertained  by  a  well  known  essential-oil  analyst. 


Tonkin 

Verbena 

Oil. 


Acetone. — The  range  of  prices  now  quoted  varies  from 
58/.  to  61/.  per  ton  net,  c.i.f.  terms  or  delivered  London, 
according  to  quality  and  quantity. 

Acid,  Citric. — It  is  possible  to  shade  the  last  quotation 
of  Is.  0^d.  for  English  crystals. 

Acid,  Oxalic,  is  steady  at  3^d.  to  3%d.  per  lb.  net  in  casks 
delivered,  ex-wharf  London. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Foreign  is  higher  by  ~d. ;  Is.  0%d.  c.i.f. 
is  the  price  for  crystals. 

Belladonna  is  firm,  and  in  small  supply,  at  41s.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  for  German  root. 

Borax. — A  rumour  about  a  new  convention  we  have 
ascertained  to  be  groundless.  The  price  of  crystals  is  14s. 
per  cwt. 

Camphor.  Refined,  is  quiet,  at  Is.  2\d.  for  English  bells 
in  ton  lots,  Is.  3d.  in  half-tons,  and  Is.  3^d.  for  smaller  lots. 

Cocaine  is  unchanged,  at  9s.  6d.  to  9s.  9d.  per  oz.  for  the 
leading  brands  of  hydrochlorate.  In  second  hands  it  is 
possible  to  buy  at  a  trifle  less. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  very  flat,  at  76s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
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white  French  crystals  on  the  spot,  and  78s.  for  powder' 
The  f.o.b.  Bordeaux  price  remains  at  73s.  net. 

Dandelion-root. — English  is  in  small  supply,  at  48s.  per 
cwt.  ;  43s.  to  44s  would  buy  German. 

Gamboge  — Privately  the  asking-price  for  good  bright 
pipe  is  81.  5s.  to  81.  10s.  per  cwt.  None  was  offered  in 
auction  this  week  ;  indeed,  the  supply  of  good  gum  in  London 
is  limited. 

Gextian-ROOT  is  quiet,  and  without  business,  at  from  19s. 
to  20s.,  c.i.f.,  for  fair  continental  root. 

Glycerine  is  firmer,  and  good  business  has  been  done  in 
•crude  and  dynamite  makes  at  enhanced  prices.  Redistilled 
s.g.  1'26D  is  quoted  at  52/.  per  ton. 

Oil,  Bergamot,  is  quiet,  at  the  recent  quotations.  A  fair 
quality  of  oil,  "not  guaranteed,"  is  offered  by  one  holder  at 
'7s.  per  lb. 

Gil,  CanAnga.--— From  Amsterdam  we  hear  that  this  oil 
meets  with  a  fair  demand  in  second  hand  ;  250  bottles  have 
been  sold  at  811.  per  bottle. 

Oil,  Castor. — Firmer.  Belgian  first-pressings,  3hl.  per  lb. 
in  barrels  on  the  spot,  or  3d.  to  arrive  ;  fine  medicinal,  Hd. 
per  lb.  in  barrels,  and  4^</.  in  tins. 

Oil,  Cloves. — Steady  at  3s.  per  lb.  for  English  in  whole- 
sale druggists'  quantities,  but  very  large  consumers  can  buy 
at  last  week's  quotations. 

Oil,  Lemon. — The  easier  prices  ruling  lately  do  not 
appear  to  have  stimulated  business.  Good  oil  can  be  had  at 
2s.  9d.  per  lb.  and  upwards,  according  to  brand.  , 

Oil,  Peppermint. — Thedemand  appears  to  have  slackened 
■off  this  week,  and  we  do  not  hear  of  any  business  at  the 
quotation  of  5s.  6d.  for  HGH.  Dementholised  Japanese  is 
obtainable  at  3s.  per  lb.  on  the  spot. 

Oil,  Star  Anise. — Unchanged  at  the  easier  prices  quoted 
last  week — viz.,  6s.  6d.  per  lb.,  on  the  spot,  or  at  the  dispropor- 
tionate price  of  6s.  10ci.,  c.i.f. 

Opium. — Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  March  18, 
states  that  the  speculators  played  the  principal  role  during 
the  week  under  review.  They  commenced  to  buy  at  prices 
above  those  ruling  during  the  preceding  eight  days,  and  paid 
the  equivalent  of  8s  3d.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  Symrna,  for  12  cases 
Karahissar  ;  8s.  for  13  cases  Adette ;  and  8s.  4c/.  for  3  cases 
Yerli.  Since  then  several  needy  speculators  who  wished  to 
realise  some  of  their  holdings  were  forced  to  make  conces- 
sions, and  sold  12  case3  Adette  at  7s.  11c/.,  and  10  cases 
Karahissar  at  8s.  2d.  The  market  closed  with  an  uncertain 
feeling.  The  arrivals  at  Smyrna  to  date  are  3,427  cases 
against  2,290  cases  at  the  corresponding  time  of  1897. 
Advices  from  Salonica  and  Anatolia  announce  that  hardly 
30  per  cent,  of  the  winter  sowings  are  now  in  sound  condition. 
Meanwhile  the  spring  sowings  are  actively  proceeding,  but 
in  several  places  of  production  a  ground  is  very  dry  and  rain 
is  anxiously  looked  for.  It  will  be  seen  from  our  cablegrams 
that  prices  in  Smyrna  have  again  risen  this  week,  and  they 
have  now  influenced  the  London  market,  in  which,  however, 
no  business  is  doing. 

Quicksilver. — Lower.  On  Wednesday  the  price  was  re- 
duced, by  Is.  3d.  per  bottle,  to  11.  Is.  3d.  in  first  hand,  and  to 
11.  in  second.  The  recent  large  arrivals  (noted  in  our 
last  report)  appear  to  have  effected  the  decline. 

Quinine. — Privately  the  market  has  been  flat  all  the 
week,  buyers  holding  off  until  after  the  Amsterdam  bark  sales, 
and  to  see  how  the  Java  quinine  (noted  later)  goes.  The 
official  price  is  nominally  unchanged  at  lid.  per  oz.  for 
German  sulphate  in  lots  of  10  x  100  oz.  tins.  A  few 
thousand  ounces  have  been  sold  at  9£cJ.  in  second  hand,  but 
there  are  few  sellers  at  this  price. 

Rose-leaves.— Good  French  red-rose  petals  are  scarce 
and  worth  300  f.  per  100  kilos. 

Seeds.— There  is  still  very  little  demand  for  Anise; 
Spanish  is  offering  at  30s.  per  cwt. ;  Russian  and  Mediter- 
ranean at  19s  6d  Caraway  unchanged  at  19s  6c/.  to  21s 
per  cwt.  Coriander  is  lower  for  common  Morocco,  at  7s.  6d  • 
but  steady  for  good  bright,  at  9s.  per  cwt.  A  fair  business 
is  doing  in  Cumin  at  firm  rates;  Morocco  at  22s.,  and 
ordinary  Malta  at  24s.  to  25s.  per  cwt.    Small  sales  of  Fenu- 


greek at  12s.  6d.  per  cwt.  are  reported.  Some  bold  Linseed, 
re  cleaned,  has  been  sold  at  45s.  6c/.  per  quarter.  Canary . 
seed  is  a  shade  lower.  Turkish  is  offering  at  25s.  to  25s.  6  c/ 
Sales  of  Morocco  have  been  made  at  28s.  to  30s.,  and  Spanish 
at  34s.  per  quarter  for  ordinary  quality. 

Shellac— At  the  fortnightly  auctions  on  Tuesday  a  total 
of  943  cases  was  offered,  of  which  312  sold,  at  an  irregular 
decline  of  Is.  to  2s.,  the  value  of  TN  being  60s.  to  61s., 
against  62s.  last  sale.  Garnet  was  neglected,  and  all  bought 
in.  The  following  prices  were  paid  : — Second  orange  :  Fair 
bright,  slightly  matted,  60s.  ;  palish  flat,  59s.  to  60s.  ;  fair 
bright  curly  cakey  little  broken,  59s.  to  60s. ;  fair  bright 
reddish  cakey,  59s.  to  60s. ;  strong  cakey  and  curly,  59s. ; 
red  cakey  to>  blocky,  58s. ;  ordinary  reddish  livery,  57s.  to 
58s.  Garnet:  Fair  flat  ruby,  66s.;  and  blocky  OCC,  67s. 
Button :  28  cases  sold,  chiefly  without  reserve,  weak  glassy 
seconds  of :  good  colour,  66s.  ;  and  common  dark  seconds, 
62s.  per  cwt.;  The  market  since  the  auctions  is  quiet,  though 
steady.  For  arrival  there  are  buyers  of  TN,  April-June 
steamers,  at  59s.;  but  60s.,  c.i.f.,  is  asked,  which  restricts 
business. 

Spices. —  Dulness  has  again  characterised  the  market  this 
week,  but  on  the  other  hand  prices  have  been  fairly  steady. 
At  auction,  on  Wednesday  Cochin  Ginger  met  with  little 
demand,  and  for  fee  small  quantity  sold  lower  prices  were 
taken  ;  dull  bold  cut  sold  at  78*.  6c/.  to  83s.  per  cwt.  ; 
medium,  67s.  Qd;  washed  rough  was  bought  in.  Jamaica 
again  sold  well  at  a  further  average  advance  of  about  5s.  per 
cwt.,  Rhatoon  at  65s.  to  67s ,  small  common  at  74s.  to 
78s.  6c/.,  and  small  dull  washed  at  80s.  to  83s.  6c/.  per  cwt. 
Pimento,  Nutmegs',  and  Mace  quiet.  Chillies  lower  for 
Japan,  fine  bold  bright  picked  selling  at  40s  to  42s.  6d.  per 
cwt,  Zanzibar  Cloves  in  buyers'  favour;  30  bales  fine  sold 
at  Hd.  per  lb. ;  business  has  been  done  in  June-August  de- 
livery at  3iic/.  Black  and  white  Pepper  firmer,  a  decline 
during  the  week  having  been  recovered.  Cinnamon-cliips 
steady  at  2{^d.  to  3|c/.  per  lb.  for  ordinary  to  good.  Cassia- 
lignea  firm  ;  the  new  standard  not  meeting  with  sufficient 
approval  to  induce  orders,  efforts  are  being  made  to  procure 
better  quality ;  in  the  meantime  our  stock  is  diminishing. 
A  poor  lot  was  offered  in  the  drug-auctions  to-day. 


COD-LIVER  OIL. 

The  terrific  gales  which  swept  northern  Europe  at  the  end 
of  last  week  quickly  dispelled  any  hope  that  may  have 
remained  of  a  recovery  in  the  Lofoten  fisheries  before  their 
close  at  Easter.  Unfortunately,  there  has  to  be  added  to 
the  loss  of  produce  a  lamentable  loss  of  human  life,  for  off 
Lofoten  on  Thursday  a  sudden  and  terrific  squall  from 
the  •  south-east  capsized  six  fishing-boats,  and  the 
occupants,  forty-five  men,  were  drowned  in  sight  of 
numerous  other  crews,  who  had  enough  to  do  to  keep 
their  own  vessels  afloat.  Consequent  upon  telegraphic  advice 
received  in-London  on  Friday,  all  agents  for  Lofoten  makers 
promptly  raised  their  prices  by  10s.  per  barrel,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  makers  became  so  firm  in  their  views  that 
only  limited  orders  were  accepted  at  prices  ranging  from 
80s.  to  95s.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.,  for  new  non-congealing  oil, 
while  old  oil,  fine  quality  Lofoten,  which  sold  last  week  at 
65s.  per  barrel,  is  now  easily  disposed  of  at  70s.  Between 
50  and  100  barrels  of  new  oil  were  sold  in  London  at  the 
prices  mentioned,  but  since  Monday  makers'  agents  have 
hardened  their  views,  and  there  is  no  quotation  this  afternocn 
less  than  85s.,  but  prices  are  merely  nominal. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  wrote  on  March  26  to  the  follow 
ing  effect  :— 

The  situation  ia  Lofoten  lias  since  my  last  report  takeu  a  very 
unfavourable  turn.  The. yield  in  the  Lofotens  for  this  week  can 
hardly  be  estimated  more  than  IA  million  fish,  the  usual  yield  at 
this  part  of  the  season  being  from  4  to  6  millions.  It  is  in  the 
third  week  of  March  that  the  richest  hauls  are  usually  taken  over 
the  whole  Lofoten  district,  the  fish  then  being  ready  for  spawn- 
ing. This  year,  on  the  contrary,  the  catch  has  been  decreasing 
day  by  day,  and  it  is  for  the  moment  only  011  the  outmost  point 
of  the  Western  Lofotens  that  there  seems  to  be  any  fish  lying 
under  land.  So,  as  matters  stand,  the  situation  is  phenomenally 
bad,  and  the  Lofoten  fishing  is  a  failure.  Best  Lofoten  non-con- 
gealing oil  is  now  quoted  73s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b..  but  sellers  show  no 
anxiety  for  immediate  business.    There  are  only  small  stocks  in 
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hand,  and  the  situation  is  uneasy.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  re- 
marked that  the  Finmarken  fisherie,  where  the  fish  is  supposed  to 
be  very  fat,  have  not  yet  started,  and,  under  favourable  circum- 
stances, they  may  be  able  to  partially  balance  the  difference.  The 
exports  from  Bergen  up  to  date  have  been  2,232  barrels,  against 
1,199  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year. 

The  official  report  of  the  production  of  oil  in  the  Lofotens 
up  to  March  26  is  as  follows:  — 

1898         1897         1896         1895         1894  1893 
Hectol.       Hectol.     Hectol.      Hectol.     Hectol.  Hectol. 
6,510        11,000        6,240        10,700        8,160  17,045 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  while  the  Lofoten  yield  is  only  a 
little  more  than  half  what  it  was  last  year,  and  but  slightly 
in  excess  of  the  year  of  scarcity  and  extremely  high  prices, 
1896-7,  the  southern  fisheries  have  yielded  about  three  times 
as  much  steam-refined  medicinal  oil,  but  tbis  kind  is  not 
suited  for  the  English  market.  In  consequence  of  the 
scarcity  and  enhanced  price  of  Norwegian  oil  there  has  been 
some  inquiry  for  Newfoundland  oil,  and  last  season's  make 
has  sold  at  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  per  gal.  In  auction  to-day  there  was 
plenty  old  and  new  oil,  but  Lot  a  single  bid  for  it. 


DRUG=AUCTIONS    IN  LONDON. 


Twenty- one  firms  offered  goods  by  public  auction  to-day,  and 
although  the  sales  commenced  at  10.30  A.M.  they  continued 
without  interruption  until  3  p.m.     The  following  are  the 


numbers  of  packages 
publicly : — 

Offered 

Aconite  (Japan)  ...    11  .. 

Agar-agar   1  . 

Aloes  (Cape)   31  .. 

(Curacao)  1,029 

(Soc.)   60  .. 

Areca-nuts    1  .. 

Ambergi'is   1  .. 

Aniseed,  star    10  .. 

Annatto  seed    23  .. 

Antimony   29  .. 

Argol,  Cape    76  . 

Balsam  copaiba  ...      5  ., 

Peru    3  ., 

Tolu    39  .. 

Benzoin    433  .. 

Buchu    51  .. 

Calmnba    477  .. 

Camphor   (refined)     9  .. 

Cardamoms   447  .. 

Cascarilla   33  .. 

Cassia  fistula    10  .. 

Castorum    3  .. 

Cannabis  indica  ...    20  ., 

Chamomiles   3  .. 

Cinchona    143  .. 

Civet  (horn)   4  .. 

Coca-leaves    54  .. 

Colocynth   34  .. 

Coriander- seed   40  .. 

Cowhage    1  ., 

Croton-seed    8  .. 

Cubebs    438  .. 

Cumin-seed    40  .. 

Cuttlefish  bone   ...    36  . 

Dill-seed    100  . 

Dragon's  blood   6  . 

Ergot  of  rye   32  ., 

Fenugreek- seed  ...    34  . 

Guaiacum   4  . 

Guarana    10  . 

Cum  arabic    46  ., 

olibanum    26  .. 

sandarac    18  ., 

Gum  ammoniacum     2  .. 

Cum  elemi    13  ., 

Gum  grass-tree  ...    40  .. 

Honey    240  .. 


offered  and  sold  of  each  article 


Sold 

.  11 

.  1 

.  26 
1,029 

.  0 
1 

.  1 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  166 

.  47 

.  78 

.  0 

.  323 

.  0 

.  0 

.  1 

.  0 

.  3 

.  36 

.  0 

.  18 

.  2 

.  0 

.  0 

.  8 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  32 

.  3 

.  9 

.  20 

.  4 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  0 

.  16 


Offered  Sold 


Insect-powder   61  .. 

Ipecacuanha  (Cart.)  36  .. 

(Rio)    45  .. 

Jequerity-seed   4  .. 

Jalap   10  .. 

Kino    5  .. 

Kola  nuts   56  .. 

Lime-juice    50  .. 

Matico-leaves    7  .. 

Menthol    2  .. 

Musk   15  .. 

Myrrh    33  .. 

Nutmeg-paste    2  .. 

Nux  vomica    41  .. 

Oil,  bergamot    8  .. 

cajuput   17  .. 

castor    17  .. 

cinnamon    38  .. 

cod-liver    34  .. 

eucalyptus    36  .. 

lemon    3  .. 

lemon-grass   15  .. 

limes    2  .. 


peppermint    14 

rose  (Bombay)  ...  7 

Orange-peel   42 

Orris    56 

Pareira  brava    2 

Patchouli    27 

Prickly-ash  bark ...  3 

Quinine  sulphate...  25 

Rhubarb    243 

Sarsaparilla    103 

Scammonv  root  ...  70 

Senna   275 

Smilax    8 

Soy   50 

Squills    11 

Strophanthus  seed  4 

Tamarinds    20 

Tragacanth    5 

Turmeric    13 

Vanilla    50 

Vermilion   17 

Wax  (bees')    370 

(Japan)    50 


0 
2 
3 
0 
0 
0 

21 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
2 
3 
0 

24 
1 
0 

252 
0 
10 
0 
0 

20 
0 
13 
12 
0 
221 
0 


The  offerings  of  bsnzoin,  calumba,  cardamoms,  ipecacuanha, 
rhubarb,  and  sarsaparilla  were  exceptionally  large,  but  it 
was  noticed  that  fewer  buyers  than  usual  inspected  the 
samples.  The  senna  was  mostly  poor  stuff.  Beeswax  is 
more  plentiful  and  cheaper. 


Aconite. — Dearer.  A  parcel  of  11  bags  Japanese,  com- 
posed of  two  distinct  spec  ies,  sold  at  27s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 

Aloes,  Cape. — One  shilling  per  cwt.  dearer.  Medium 
hard  glassy  sold  at  23s.  6d  :  dull  brown,  slightly  overheated, 
at  19s.  Qd.  to  21s.,  and  an  odd  lot  composed  chiefly  of  earth 
and  stones  fetched  4s. 

Aloes,  Cueacao. — The  feature  of  the  offerings  was  the 
supply  of  gourds,  which  sold  cneaply  at  20s.|per  cwt.  for  pale 
liver  to  |13s.  Qd.  for  dull  dark  and  glassy  sorts.  Dark  livery 
in  boxes,  part  sold  at  19s,  subject. 

Aloes,  Socotrine. — With  the  exception  of  a  lot  of  fine 
treacly  brown  the  whole  of  the  offerings  were  of  the  usual 
ch  aracter. 

Areca-nuts. — One  bag  of  pale  Ceylon  nuts  sold  at  22s.  Qd. 
per  cwt. 

Argol. — For  bold  greyish  and  white  Cape  42s.  was  re- 
fused ;  fair  red  dusty  was  bought  in  at  45s.,  and  good  reddish- 
grey  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Ambergris. — One  lot  of  fair  grey  sold  at  51s.  per  oz. 

Balsam  Copaiba. — No  sales  in  auction.  Privately 
Is.  lOd.  to  Is.  lid.  per  lb.  is  asked  on  the  spot  for  good- 
genuine  Maranham. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Neglected.  For  a  parcel  from  Sa  vanilla, 
2s.  per  lb.  is  asked,  but  no  bid  was  made.  Privately  the 
"  c.i.f."  asking-price  is  Is.  5d.  per  lb. 

Benzoin. — -The  supplies  offered  were  large,  especially  of 
Sumatra.of  which  there  were  some  really  good  parcels  which 
shosved  little  sophistication,  and  full  aroma  along  with  good 
appearance.  Palembang  did  not  sell,  22s.  Qd.  is  wanted  fol- 
low brown  very  false  packed,  and  33s.  6d.  for  fair.  Penang, 
fair  glassy  and  medium  flavour,  sold  at  54s.  to  55s.  Sian-j 
was  in  small  supply,  but  no  sales  were  effected. 
Sumatra,  the  best  qualities  did  not  sell,  but  medium 
grades  sold  at  from  10s.  to  15s.  cheaper ;  medium  to 
bold  almondy,  false-packed  borders  of  good  flavour,  realised 
Ql.  17s.  Qd.  to  11.  10s.  ;  poorly-packed  almonds,  false-pack  eel 
edges  of  fair  flavour,  6!.  10s.  to  6/.  15s.;  dull  brown  and1 
barky,  false-packed  of  fair  flavour,  5/.  2s.  Qd.  to  Ql.  10s. 
poor  dull  thirds  sold  at  58s.  to  59s.,  and  one  parcel  of  good 
bold  almondy  seconds,  evenly  packed,  good  flavour,  sold  at 
91.  17s.  6d.  subject. 

Buchu  slightly  easier.  Good  round  green  sold  at  H\d.  per 
lb.,  and  small  to  medium  yellow  and  stalky  at  3f<Z. 

Calumba. — Lower.  Little  demand  was  shown.  For  a 
parcel  of  medium  to  bold  washed  root  32s-.  Qd.  was  refused, 
the  parcel  being  limited  at  40s.,  and  small  and  dull  at  30s. 
Bold  dull  root  sold  at  from  22s.  to  24s.  per  cwt.,  according 
to  quality.  For  extra-fine  picked  75s.  is  asked,  but  less 
would  buy.    Calumba  is  scarce  in  Hamburg. 

Camphor  (Refined). — Nine  cases  of  Japanese,  in  various 
sized  tablets,  was  included  in  the  sales,  and  although  from 
Is.  2d.  to  Is.  4a?.  per  lb.  would  buy,  nobody  bid. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Scarce.  For  dull  green  tops  bd.  per  lb. 
is  wanted. 

Cardamoms  sold  unequally,  and,  on  the  whole,  at  recent 
values — viz.,  Ceylon  Malabars,  medium  to  bold  unbleached, 
3s.  per  lb. ;  small  to  medium  ditto,  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOd.  ;  splits, 
2s.  Qd.  to  2?.  9d.  Mangalores,  which  are  not  often  seen, 
were  all  eagerly  bought  up  at  4s.  4r7.  for  pale  round  full 
seeded,  and  4s.  Id.  for  part  brown  ditto.  Mysores  also  sold 
well,  medium  to  bold  good  bright  pale,  4s.  Id.  to  4s.  Qd.  ; 
medium  ditto,  3s.  lOd. ;  small  to  medium  pale  round,  3s.  3c/.  \ 
very  small  yellow,  2s.  9d  ;  medium  to  bold  brown  round, 
3s.  4rZ.  and  3s.  bd. ;  medium  long  pale,  3s.  bd.  to  3i.  8d. ; 
small  ditto.  3s.  Id. ;  medium  long  brown,  2s.  lOd.  to  3s.  4d. ; 
splits,  2s.  Qd.  to  3s.  An  exceptionally  full-flavoured  lot  of 
seeds  did  not  sell.  Good  greys  and  browns  sold  at  3s.  Id. 
and  3s.  2s?.,  and  small  grey  at  2s.  6d.  The  Ceylon  exports 
from  January  1  to  March  1  included  45  662  lbs.  to  the 
United  Kingdom  and  22,546  lbs.  to  Germany. 

Cascarilla  unchanged,  but  no  sales.  The  following 
were  the  buying-in  prices  : — Fair  bold  and  twiggy,  40s.  ; 
thin  green  young,  35s.  ;  and  siftings,  25s.  per  cwt. 

Castorum. — One  box  of  fair  dark  sold  at  20s.  per  11>. 
subject.    For  another  lot  of  two  kegs  40s.  was  refused. 
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ChAMOMILE-floweks. — Three  bales,  imported  in  1893,  of 
fair  colour,  but  weak  odour,  sold  at  27s.  6d.  per  cwt., 
subject. 

Cinchona. — Bolivian  Calisaya  bark,  pale  flat  and  thin, 
sold  at  Qd.  ;  ditto  part  quilly  at  Id.,  and  dull  and  damaged 
at  6^.  down  to  2\d.  per  lb.  Guayaquil  crown  bark  was 
bought  in  at  61.  and  bold  mossy  at  10d.  Cartigena  did  not 
sell;  6d.  is  asked  for  bright  and  brown  chips.  The  exports 
of  cinchona-bark  from  Java  during  the  period  from  July  1, 
1897,  to  January  31,  1893,  have  been  as  follows : — 


1897-8 

1896  7 

1895-6 

1894-5 

1893  4 

3,954,306 
320,839 

Private  plantatio  us 
(Amst.  lbs.) 

Government  planta- 
tions (Amst.  lbs.) 

5.663.962 
392,509 

6,029,8  3 
410,540 

5,556,083 
499,817 

5,C02,799 
525,510 

Coca-leaves. — Bold  green  and  sound  Ceylon  leaves  sold 
at  Id.  per  lb,  and  dull  and  damaged  at  4-2.  Good  green 
Truxillo  leaves  were  bought  in  at  8d.,  a  bid  of  Id.  being  de- 
clined. 


Colocynth. — All  that  sold  to-day  was  2  bales  of  Spanish, 
daik,  old,  and  broken,  at  3|^.  per  lb.  Good  Turkey  apple 
ds  held  for  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb.    Privately  the  market  is  quiet. 

Croton-seed  — Dearer.    Good  seed,  rather  irregular  in 
colour,  sold  at  61s.  per  cwt. 

Cubebs. — Entirely  without  demand,  nothing  being  sold. 
Good  sifted  berries  are  held  for  35s.  down  to  30s.,  and  fair 
grey  at  25s.  to  28s.  according  to  quality.  The  shipments 
from  Java  from  January  1, 1897,  to  January  31, 1898,  show  a 
■decided  increase.    They  are  as  follows  :  — 

1897-8      1896-7       1896-6      1894-5  1892-4 
Pieuls     4,930         790  2,601        1,546  899 

Dill-seed. — Fair  to  good  bright  East  Indian  sold  at  13s. 
•to  15s.  per  cwt.  There  is  plenty  more  to  be  had  at  this 
price. 

Dragon's-blood. — No  really  fine  gum  was  offered  to-day, 
but  dull  red  cake  sjld  at  51.  per  cwt.  Fair  seconds,  in 
reeds  were  bought  in  at  81.  15s. 

Ergot  ofRye.— Lower.  Three  bags  of  fairly  sound  Russian, 
mixed  with  rye  grain,  sold  cheaply  at  3^d.  per  lb.  ;  6  cases 
of  medium  to  bold,  damp,  broken,  and  weevily  sold  at  5d.  to 
5{d. ;  two  other  lots  (22  bags  in  all)  were  bought  in  at 
£W.  to  Is.  5d  nominally.  Privately  Is.  Qd.  per  lb.  is  asked  for 
sound  new  Spanish,  but  we  have  heard  of  no  business  at  that. 

Fenugreek-seed. — A  parcel  of  20  bags,  small  pale  mixed 
6eeds,  sold  at  lis.  6d.  per  cwt. 

GuAiACUM  — The  offerings  were  poor,  but  were  quickly 
secured  at  l^d.  per  lb.  for  dark  green  blocked  dross,  and 
3  hd.  for  a  black  lot  mixed  with  fibre. 

Guarana. — Is.  Id.  is  wanted  for  good  sound  sausage. 

Gum,  Grass-tree.— There  has  been  a  fair  inquiry  for  this 
gum  lately,  but  the  high  prices  asked  preclude  business. 
For  good  quality  10s.  to  12s.  per  cwt.  is  wanted. 

Honey. — Dearer.  Gcod  candied  white  Jamaica  sold  at 
24s.  to  27s.,  and  clear  syrupy  yellow  was  bought  in  at  28s. ; 
fair  flavour,  pale  amber,  syrupy  sold  at  21s.  6d.  to  23s.  Cd. 
Australian,  Californian,  and  Honolulu  were  also  offered,  but 
did  not  sell. 

Ipecacuanha.— From  3d.  to  6d.  per  lb.  cheaper,  accord- 
ing to  grade,  but  the  purchases  were  very  limited.  Carta- 
gena, rough  first-class  damages  sold  at  5s.  6d.  subject,  and 
•6s.  3d.  was  refused  for  small  and  short  picked,  6s.  6d.  being 
wanted.  Of  Rio  root,  fair  wiry  to  medium  bold,  sold  at 
7s.  9d.  ;  8s.  is  wanted  for  sound  wiry  to  bold.  One  bale  of 
very  rough,  stemmy  and  false-packed,  sold  at  5s.  4d.  per  lb. 

Isinglass,  Japanese— One  bale  sold  at  4^.  per  lb. 

Kola  was  fairly  bid  for,  but  most  of  the  sales  effected 
•were  without  reserve  at  l\d.  to  \\d.  for  dull  African,  and 
Zhd.  to  3\d.  for  washed.    West  India  unsaleable. 

Lime-juice.— One  lot  West  Indian  sold  without  reserve 
at  IQd.  per  gal. 

Menthol.— Tirmsr.  Two  oasss  of  Kobayashi  brand  ware 


held  for  7s.  6d.,  no  bid  being  made.  Sales  have  been  made 
on  the  spot  at  7s.  per  lb.  for  Japan  crystals,  but  7s.  3d.  is  now 
asked.  The  bottom  figure  for  forward  delivery  is  6s.  10d., 
though  some  dealers  ask  7s.  c.i.f.  for  March-April  shipment. 

Musk. — No  sales  in  auction.  Privately  a  fair  business  is 
passing  in  Tonkin  pod,  good  blue  skin  at  70s.  to  75s.  per  oz. ; 
pile  II.,  do.  at  40s.  to  50s.,  while  pile  I.,  usual  skin,  sells  at 
50s.  to  60s.,  and  pile  III.  at  18s.  to  25s. 

Myrrh. — A  lot  of  good  small  to  bold  lumpy  tears,  with 
fair  ambery  fracture  and  good  flavour,  was  limited  at  70s. 
per  cwt.,  but  thsre  was  no  bidding  on  the  four  catalogues. 

Oil,  Cajuput. — Quiet  and  lower.  A  parcel  of  good  green 
quality,  limited  at  3s.  9d.  per  lb.,  could  not  find  a  buyer,  in 
spite  of  the  scarcity  of  the  oil. 

Oil,  Cinnamon. — Five  parcels  were  put  up,  but  did  not 
sell.  For  genuine  bark  oil  Is.  3d.  per  oz.  was  bid  and 
refused  ;  3§<?.  is  asked  for  leafy.  The  exports  from  Ceylon 
from  January  1  to  March  1  were  16,312  oz.  to  the  United 
Kingdom  and  1,063  to  Africa. 

Oil,  Eucalyptus. — No  business  was  done  at  auction ; 
9^d.  per  lb.  was  refused  for  a  parcel  of  "  Magpie  "  brand, 
and  several  other  brands  were  bought  in  at  nominal  rates. 
Privately  there  has  been  better  demand,  oil  of  fair  quality 
having  been  sold  at  Is.  9d.  to  2s.  per  lb  ;  but  for  oil  con- 
taining 50  per  cent,  or  more  of  eucalyptol  2s.  6d.  is  asked. 

Oil,  Lemongrass. — No  business  done  publicly  to-day, 
but  sales  have  been  made  done  at  5d.  per  oz.  for 
genuine. 

Oil,  Rose  (Bombay).— Good  bright  genuine  is  offered 
privately  at  4]rf.  per  oz. 

Orris. — Two  serons  of  small  pale  brown  Verona  root  sold 
cheaply  at  13s.  Qd.  per  cwt. ;  for  fair  bold  bright.  30s.  is 
required.  Florentine,  of  fair  pale  quality,  is  held  for  40s. 
per  cwt.  Mogador  did  not  sell.  Stocks  in  Italy  are  said  to 
have  been  considerably  reduced  of  late  owing  to  a  good 
export  business,  chiefly  for  American  account.  Verona,  in 
first  hands,  is  very  scarce,  which  is  also  true  of  Florentine. 
The  following  are  the  latest  "  c  i.f."  quotations  from  Leg- 
horn : — Selected  Florentine,  41s.;  sorts,  37s.;  small  white, 
36s. ;  and  third  sorts,  32s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  in  ton  lots.  It  is, 
however,  possible  to  buy  "  selected "  at  37s.  6d.  down  to 
33s.  for  small  pieces.  Orris-root  is  now  very  low  in  price  : 
as  a  year  ago,  65s.  to  70s.  was  asked  for  selected  Florentine. 

Pareira  Brava — For  two  bales  of  this  drug,  of  old 
import  32s.  is  asked,  but  less  would  be  taken. 

Patchouli-leaves  — We  have  only  one  sale  to  report — 
viz.,  a  lot  of  low  damaged  stuff  at  ^d.  per  lb,  "without 
reserve."  Fair  dry  leaf  but  slightly  musty  can  be  bought, 
at  <\d. 

Prickly- ash  Bark. — Three  bags  of  broken  quill  sold 
cheaply  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Quinine. — The  first  consignment  of  quinine  sulphate  from 
the  Java  planters'  factory  at  Bandoeng,  and  con^is^.ing 
of  100  x  ICO-oz.  tins,  was  offered  to-day.  The  analyst's 
certificate  is  given  in  an  Editorial  note  in  this  is^ue.  When 
the  selling-broker  came  to  the  item  there  was  no  bid  for  the 
alkaloid,  although  much  interest  was  manifested  in  it.  The 
broker  asked  9d.  per  oz.  to  start,  but  there  was  no  response, 
and  the  whole  parcel  was  bought  in  at  Wd.  Less  would 
buy. 

Rhubarb. — Flat,  with  comparatively  small  sales  in  auction. 
Medium  to  fine  trimming  Canton  root,  sold  at  Is  6d.  per  lb. ; 
Shensi,  fine  small  to  melium,  with  good  fracture,  2s.  Hd.; 
dull-coated  pinky  fracture  Is  8r/.,  ordinary  dull  grey,  at  Is.  3d. 
rough  high-dried  pickings,  dull  coat,  at  lid.  per  lb.  Privately 
a  fair  business  has  been  done  in  good  round  bold  Canton  at 
Is.  5d. ;  medium  ditto,  Is.  3d.  ;  and  small  to  rough,  of  fine 
fracture,  Is.  bhd.  High-dried  has  sold  at  ll^d.  to  Is.  2d.  for 
fair  root,  and  common  rough  at  Id.  to  Qd.  There  is  little 
inquiry  for  Shensi. 

Sarsaparilla. — Recent  arrivals  of  Lima-Jamaica,  of 
fair  quality,  though  some  of  it  was  chumpy,  were  brought 
to  auction,  but  something  in  the  nature  of  a  boycott  was 
placed  upon  it,  and  most  of  the  drug  was  bought  in  at  prices 
ranging  round  Is.  4i.  per  lb.    It  can  be  bought  privately  for 
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Is.  Genuine  grey  Jamaica  is  scarce.  One'  bale  of  fair 
Guayaquil  sold  at  Is.  per  lb. 

Senna. — Dearer  by  \d.  per  lb.  Barely  does  such  a  miser- 
able lot  of  stuff  come  up  for  public  view  as  was  the  senna 
offered  to-day.  This  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that  during 
the  week  about  150  bales  of  the  leaf  have  changed  hands 
privately,  and  buyers  have  been  careful  to  get  the  best  they 
could  at  the  prices  paid— 2d.  to  3d.  per  lb.  for  medium 
undamaged  leaf.  In  auction  bidding  was' brisk,  and  the 
following  prices  were  realised  : — Tinnevelly,  good  bold  green 
leaf  (in  small  supply),  4|d.  to  5d.  per  lb. ;  medium  ditto, 
3hd.  and  Z*d. ;  medium  to  bold,  part  brown,  3\d.  to  Z%d. ; 
ditto,  spotty,  2\d.  to  3d. ;  small  to  medium  spotty,  brown 
and  damaged,  2d.  to  2%d.  Pods  sold  at,  lfd.  subject. 
Alexandrian,  small  broken  leaf  can  be  bought  at  <\d.  As 
reflecting  the  present  tone  of  the  market,  we  may  mention 
that  one  lot  of  very  damaged  Tinnevelly  leaf  fetched  \\d., 
and  on  one  person  remonstrating  with  a  dealer  that  such 
stuff  should  find  a  market  at  all,  the  latter  promptly  re- 
sponded, "  Well,  it's  a  choice  between  making  your  con- 
fection of  that  or  of  old  boots." 

SmilAX-EOOT  is  so  rarely  offered  that  we  may  spare  it  a 
line  or  two.  Nobody  bid  for  it,  St.  Bartholomew.'sHospital  being 
the  only  place  in  London  where  it  is  used. 

Soy. — Ten  casks  of  ordinary  Chinese  sold  at  Is.  per  gal.; 
40  more  may  be  had  at  the  same  price. 

Squill. — A  bid  of  3d.  was  refused  for  fair  dry  white,  4d. 
being  required. 

Tamabixds. — One  parcel,  consisting  of  fine  fresh  medium 
to  bright  West  Indian  fruit,  sold  at  10s.  per  cwt. 

Tubmeeic. — Chinese  of  poor  quality  sold  at  12s.  per  cwt. 

Vanilla. — Only  a  poor  selection  was  offered  and  partly 
sold.  Good  to  fine,  partly  crystallised  and  cottony,  4  to 
6i  inches,  16s.  6d. ;  6  to  7  J  inches,  17s.  to  21s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Wax,  Bees'.— Jamaica  2s.  6d.  to  5s.  cheaper,  Madagascar 
5s.  cheaper,  and  other  kinds  "full  up."  Grey  and  yellow 
Australian  sold  at  11.  per  cwt.  African,  California)!,  East 
Indian,  and  Japanese  did  not  sell.  Fair  '  bright  yellow 
Jamaica  sold  at  11.  2s.  6d.,  but  the  largest  'offerer  declined 
to  accept  the  lower  terms.  Madagascar  was  nearly  all 
bought  at  61.  12s.  Qd..  for  good  pale  and  yellow  firsts,  61.  5s. 
to  61.  10s.  for  dull  ditto,  and  61.  5s-.  for  wormy,  and  crumbly 
wax.  Mogador  partly  sold  at  75s.  for  dull  brown.  Good 
yellow  Bangoon  sold  at  61.  Dull  Zanzibar  fetched  61.  5s., 
and  dull  earthy  95s. 

Wax  (Japan). — Privately  the  market  is  quiet  at  34s.  per 
cvit.,  in  auction"  c.i.f."  ;  36s.  was  asked  for  good  pale  squares. 


Heavy  Chemicals. 

There  is  a  slight  improvement  in  the  general  tone  of  the 
heavy  chemical  market  to  be  noted  this  week.  A  very  fair 
and  steady  business  is  being  done  on  home  account,  whilst 
inquiries  for  spring  shipment  are  numerous  and  moderately 
heavy.  Future  prospects,  particularly  for  trie'  Baltic,  are  good. 
Actual  exports  at  the  moment,  too,  are  larger,  although  not 
quite  up  to  what  they  should  be  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
Bleaching  Powder  is  in  good  request  both  .for  home  and 
export,  especially  for  prompt  and  early  delivery,  and  price  is 
steady  at  61.  to  61.  5s.  per  ton  for  hardwood  casks  f.o.b. 
Liverpool.  Softwood  casks  on  rails  maker's  works  stand  at 
51.  5s  to  51.  Is.  6d.  Caustic  Soda  is  steady  ' and  a  shade 
firtrer  ;  present  quotations  are :  white  caustic  soda  60  per  cent., 
61.  10s. ;  70  per  cent.,  11.  Is.  6d.  to  11.  10s. ;  74  per  cent ,  8/.,  all 
f.o.b.  Liverpool ;  76  to  77  per  cent.,  8/.  12s.  6d.  f.o.b.  Tyne 
or  Liverpool.  Bicarbonate  of  Soda  meets  with  good  inquiry 
at  61.  10s  to  6/.  15s.  per  ton  for  10  cwt.  casksf.o.b.  Liverpool, 
with  usual  extras  for  smaller  packages.  Ammonia  Alkali  is 
moving  well  at  31.  lis.  6d.  in  bags  free  on  rails  maker's  works, 
and  4Z.  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Sulphate  of  Ammonia  has  taken  a 
shade  firmer  tone  again,  and  prompt  quotations  Hull,  London, 
and  Leith,are  now  9;.,  Beckton  terms  81.  15s.  Benzols  are  dull, 
and  have  declined  90  per  cent,  to  Is.  2d.  and  50  per  cent, 
to  Is.  4d.  Carbolic  acids,  crude  and  crystals,  are  firm,  with 
larger  inquiry.  Aniline  Oil  and  Salt  quiet.   Naphthas  steady 


and  in  fair  request.  Green  Copperas  is  dull,  and  has  declined  ; 
best  Lancashire  makes  are  now  quoted  36s.  to  39s.  f.o.b. 
Liverpool,  and  Welsh  26s.  to  27s.  6d.  on  rails.  Chlorates  of 
Potash  and  Soda  are  very  dull ;  the  former  is  quoted  3fcd.  to 
3\d.  Liverpool  and  3§d.  London,  and  the  latter  3fd.  Sulphate 
of  Copper  has  been  in  good  demand  for  shipment,  but  price 
has  not  been  affected  to  any  extent  by  advance  in  the  figure 
for  the  metal.    Anchor  is  quoted  17^.,  and  Liverpool  161.  5s. 

The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  March  30,  reports 
that  the  market  for  Castor  oil  is  decidedly  steadier,  the 
tendency  being  not  so  much  in  the  favour  of  buyers  now.  Good 
seconds  Calcutta  is  firm  at  3^1.  per  lb.,  with  some  quoting 
3\d.  per  lb.,  and  first-pressure  French  is  held  for  the  same 
prices.  Second-pressure  French  is  quoted  at  3d.  per  lb  ',ex  quay, 
and  not  much  is  offered.  Madras  and  Bombay  oils  are  wanting. 
Small  arrivals  of  Grains  of  Paradise  are  held  for  about  30s., 
but  there  are  few  buyers.  Notwithstanding  a  very  large 
arrival  of  Qu'dlaia-barlt  the  market  shows  little  signs  of 
weakness.  Gums  have  ruled  rather  quiet  for  all  descriptions. 
Arabic  sorts  remain  scarce,  although  a  moderate  quantity 
has  just  arrived,  and  prices  vary  from  70s.  to  75s.  ;  medium 
grades  are  firm,  except  Ghatti,  which  is  available  at  low 
prices.  African,  ginger  still  exhibits  weakness,  and  sales  are 
reported  at  about  19s.  per  cwt.  for  good  dry  root.  Sierra  Leone 
dallies  are  passing  off  slowly  now  at  the  rates  lately  ruling, 
and  there  is  nothing  particularly  noticeable  in  either  price  or 
quantity.  Cream  of  Tartar  varies  from  77s  to  80s.  per  cwt.  for 
tirst  white,  with  a  small  demand.  Honey  is  well  maintained y 
and  sales  are  steadily  made  at  the  figures  recently  given ; 
stocks  are  shrinking  into  a  narrower  compass.  Owing  to  the 
appreciation  in  the  value  of  Norweigan  Cod-liver  oil  the  stocks- 
of  Newfoundland  oil  offering  on  this  market  have  been  largely 
withdrawn,  and  what  offers  is  held  for  prices  varying  from. 
2s.  3d.  to  3s.  per  gallon  as  in  quality.  Common  Irish  most 
continues  to  sell  at  15?.  per  cwt.,  and  the  quantity  offering  is 
extremely  limited.  Russian  aniseed  is  offered  at  18s.  6d. 
per  cwt.    Chilian  spermiceti  is  steady  at  Is.  3d.  per  Id. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  March  29  that  the- 
drug-market  is  quiet.  Cape  aloes  is  firmer  at  49  m.  to  50m. per 
100  kilos.  Russian  anise  is  unchanged  at  39m.  per  IOC* 
kilos.  Balsam  Peru  is  easier  at  16|-m.  to  16m  per  kilo. 
Balsam  Tola  is  quiet  at  300m.  pjr  100  kilos.  Cassia  lignea 
is  steady  ;  good  quality  (choice  new  standard)  is  quoted  on 
the  spot  at  80m.  to  82m.  per  100  kilos.  Refined  camphor  is 
quiet  and  slow  of  sale  at  240m.  per  100  kilos.  Cevadilla- 
sced  is  very  quiet  at  75m.  per  100  kilos.  Ergot  of  rye  shows- 
very  little  business;  Bussian  is  offered  at  150m  and  Spanish 
at  190m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol  quiet  at  15m.  per  kilo. 
Lgcopodium  unchanged  at  240m.  per  100  kilos.  QuiZlaia- 
root  is  firmer;  holders  ask  35m.  to  36m  par  100  kilos. 
Quinine  continues  quiet  at  23m.  per  kilo.  ;  bids  are  invited 
here  for  250  kilos  Java  quiaine  (Bin  io^ng  factory),  but 
buyers  show  very  little  inclination  to  try  this  quality.  Tama- 
rinds (Calcutta)  firm  at  33m.  ner  100  kilos.  Star-anise  quiet 
at  215m.  per  100  kilos.  Wormseed  firm,  spot,  at  39m.  to 
40m.  per  100  kilos.  Carmuba-wax  also  is  firm  ;  the  s.s. 
Delia  arrived  here  to-day  with  new  supplies  of  Japan  wax, 
which  is  quoted  spot  at  71m.  to  70m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  firm  ;  1898  non-congealing  oil  nominally  offered 
at  75m.  to  80m.  per  barrel. 


is  alb  age  3vdt* 


THE  sale  of  drugs,  machinery,  and  fixtures  saved  from  the- 
recent  fire  at  Messrs.  Willows,  Francis,  Butler  & 
Ayscough-Thompson's  premises  in  High  Holborn  was  a  well- 
attended  function,  although  not,  peibaps,  characteristic  of 
drug-sales  generally.  It  took  place  at  the  Commercial  Sale- 
rooms, Mincing  Lane,  on  March  31,  and  the  bulk  of  the  buyers 
were  gentlemen  of  the  broking  fraternity.  There  was  a 
sprinkling  of  top  hats,  but  the  majority  were  bowlers,  and 
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prominent  nasal  appendages  were  much  in  evidence.  One 
lady  graced  the  assembly  with  her  presence.  She  was  there 
from  the  start  until  the  last  stroke  of  the  auctioneer's  hammer, 
and  during  that  period  her  sole  purchase  was  "one 
tin-lined  opium-bin  in  four  divisions,"  which  she  bought,  to 
the  despair  of  the  auctioneer,  for  6s.  Before  the  sale  began 
the  auctioneer  stated  that  lie  had  received  an  intimation 
from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  not  to  sell  any  poisons,  and 
he  hoped  that  none  but  chemists  would  bid  for  lots  contain- 
ing poisons,  and  that  chemists  present  would  kindly  remind 
him  when  he  came  to  a  poison.  The  sale  then  began  with  : — 
"  117  boxes  horse-balls,  about  17,000  capsules  in  parcels,  and 
a  sack  ditto,"  which  brought  3/.  3.s\  Bidding  proceeded 
merrily  as  the  various  lots  were  put  up,  and  very  good  prices 
were  obtained  throughout.  Some  of  the  combinations  come 
as  a  shock  to  the  well-ordered  pharmaceutic  mind.  For 
instance,  "  Two  large  tins  soap-powder,  2  bags  French 
chalk,  1  ditto  white  glue,  9  dozen  bottles  arsenical  sheep-dip, 
31  trays  and  4  sieves,  9  hypodermic-cases,  and  a  quantity 
suppository-boxes,"  were  all  jumbled  into  one  lot  and  brought 
11  Is.  Next  came  a  pellet-making  machine,  which  brought 
40/.  Another  "  sporting  lot,"  as  the  auctioneer  termed  it, 
consisted  of  "  A  drum  methylated  spirit,  2  ditto  gum  arabic,  10 
casks  various  infusions,  a  stack  empty  drums  and  cans,  an  oil- 
pump,  a  quantity  lint  and  cotton-wool,  and  parts  of  three 
machines."  This  brought  31.  The  competition  seemed  to 
be  at  its  keenest  when  the  job-lots  were  offered,  and  the 
prices  obtained  for  lots  of  "  various  bottles  "  seemed  to  be  the 
cause  of  considerable  heartburning  among  some  of  the 
nondescript  buyers.  The  rivalry  of  two  of  these  gentlemen 
for  odd  bottles  was  the  cause  of  considerable  amusement.  We 
give  a  few  specimens  of  the  prices  obtained  for  lots  : — 
7  casks  olive  oil,  307. 

4  casks  cod-liver  oil  and  1  ditto  green  oil,  127. 
2  casks  and  11  cans  turpentine,  8/. 

48  Winchesters  nitric,  sulphuric,  and  hydrochloric  acids,  27.  2  s. 
1  Winchester  sandalwood  oil  and  5  various  essential  oils,  67.  5s. 

1  copper  oil  of  aniseed  and  3  ditto  lemon,  107. 
65  lbs.  Turkey  opium  sold  at  7s.  3d.  per  lb. 

5  bells  and  1  large  box  camphor,  6/. 

6  original  casks  Johnsen  Jorgensen's  cod-liver  oil,  111. 

5  x  100  oz.  tins  Bohringer's  sulphate  of  quinine,  8hd.  per  oz. 

2  original  100-oz.  tins  Brunswick  quinine  and  3  tins  ditto  part 
full,  12/.  10s. 

216  oz.  Howards'  quinine,  at  Is.  Old.  per  oz. 

The  amount  realised  by  the  sale  will  exceed  1.350/. 


Westminster  Mtsfcom. 


This  week  has  not  been  eventful  pharmaceutically  in 
Parliament. 

The  Pharmacy  Bill  did  not  come  on  on  Monday,  and  is 
now  set  down  for  April  19 

A  German  chemical-patent  was  the  subject  of  a  question 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Tuesday,  when  Mr.  Cawley 
(Prestwich)  asked  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  the  referee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Trade  had 
given  his  decision  in  the  test-case  Levenstein  u.  Farbwerke, 
vormals  Meister  Lucius  &  Bruning,  for  a  compulsory 
licence  under  section  22  of  the  Patent  Act,  1883,  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  could  state  when  the  decision  would  be  given. 
Mr.  Ritchie  said  :  I  understand  that  the  referee  will  make 
his  report  to  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

_  Captain  Greville,  one  of  the  members  for  Bradford,  has 
given  notice  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  on  Friday  a  question  alleging  that  Dr.  Reece,  a 
medical  inspector  of  the  Board,  has  been  recommending  local 
authorities  and  others  to  use  the  glycerinated  calf-lymph 
prepared  by  a  particular  firm,  and  the  Captain  wants  to 
know  if  officials  are  allowed  to  use  their  position  to  push  the 
interests  of  special  firms. 

Sir  John  Lubbock's  Bill  for  the  amendment  of  the 
Companies  Act  aims  merely  to  make  clear  a  matter  of  some 
doubt  in  regard  to  the  issue  of  fully-paid-up  shares.  It  pro- 
vides that  it  is  not  essential  that  the  consideration  given 
for  such  shares  shall  be  disclosed  if  a  clear  statement  of 
the  fact  is  filed.  Mr.  Faithful  Begj's  Bill  has  never  been 
printed.  There  is  not  much  thaice  of  getting  a  pharma- 
ceutical anvn  lment  m'o  either  of  the  e  Bills. 


Inwritina  letters  for  publication  correspondent'  should  adopt  a  concise, 

but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 

paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume , 

Notice  to  must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
Correepon- 

dents,  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
vhich  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


Pharmacy  Acts  Amendment  Bill,  1898. 

"We  confess  we  cannot  get  up  any  enthusiasm  for  the  Bill." 
[C.  &  D.  Editorial.] 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  called  to  a  letter  in  your  issue 
of  March  26,  by  Mr.  Arthur  McKellar  of  this  city,  which,  as 
it  bears  reference  to  myself  as  "  the  gentleman  who  seconded 
the  motioD,"  I  may  be  allowed  to  correct.  The  deductions- 
whereon  Mr.  McKellar  writes  the  epitaph  of  Glasgow's 
apathetic  deadness  as*  entirely  wrong  and  his  letter  illogical 
in  the  extreme,  his  wish  being  father  to  the  thought  which 
embodies  the  above  editorial  confession.  I  was  not  named 
from  the  chair  to  second  the  motion  referred  to,  and  am  not 
a  likely  person  to  act  on  such  an  impulse;  but  being  then  in 
place  of  the  secretary  pr.n.  my  freedom  to  rise  was 
restrained,  and  possibly  there  was  no  other  "  chemist  in 
business"  present.  Had  it  been  known  that  the  "Society's 
whip  "  was  to  be  produced,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
attendance  would  have  been  much  larger.  The  President '& 
statement  followed  after  the  motion,  and  was  that  "  he  was 
glad  it  had  been  carried,  as  we  were  already  pledged  to  take 
some  such  actions.  So  far  as  is  known,  the  whole  opposition 
to  this  Bill  has  its  centre  and  circumference  in  Mr.  McKellar. 
Its  principal  provision  has  been  the  most  vital  part  of  every 
legislative  overture  the  Glasgow  Association  has  made  to  the 
Society,  and  was  firmly  laid  claim  to  several  years  ago,  as  the 
minutes  can  prove.  If  there  is  no  indignation  against  Mr. 
Cross  for  opposing  the  Bill  it  is  because  his  opposition  is  not 
worthy  of  indignation.  If  there  is  indignation  over  Mr. 
McKellar 's  letter  it  is  owing  to  the  higher  regard  in  which 
he  has  been  held.  As  the  Bill  is  in  the  interests  of  "  those 
gentlemen  who  had  hoped  to  get  over  the  pharmaceutical 
wall  instead  of  entering  by  the  examination  gate "  (so, 
without  grace  or  graciousness,  the  letter  puts  it),  it  is  a 
reflection  on  the  intelligence  of  every  chemist  and  druggist, 
who  takes  any  interest  in  pharmacy  outwith  his  shop  door  to 
declare  that  there  is  no  enthusiasm.  We  take  nothing  away 
from  the  pharmaceutical  chemist  in  seeking  to  enrich  our- 
selves to  the  extent  of  exercising  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment. There  can  be  no  question  of  our  capability  in  this 
respect.  I  would  the  same  could  be  said  of  all  of  the  more 
qualified  of  our  body.  Yours  truly, 

383  Great,  Western  Road,  Alexander  Laixg. 

Glasgow,  March  28. 

The  Assistants'  Union. 

Sir, — Will  "Tocsin"  kindiy  explain,  in  more  succinct 
language  than  he  has  previously  used,  how  money  received 
from  one  source,  A,  can  have  a  higher  purchasirg  power 
than  money  from  another  source,  B  1  for  he  ceitainly  mal  es 
this  statement.  If  there  is  any  foundation  for  this  idea  in 
fact,  Emmens's  argentaurum-process  must  take  a  back  seat. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Anti-cant.  (132/22.) 

Sir, — However  much  one  may  disagree  with  his  ideas 
"  Tocsin  "  seems  to  have  set  the  fuse  afire.  Apart  from  the  fact 
that  he  has  pointed  out  that  some  means  of  salvation  is  due 
to  the  chemist  of  to-day  for  protection  from  the  company 
chemist,  the  greater  part  of  his  letter  is  based  upon  rather 
frail  foundation. 

Although  having  had  some  considerable  experience  in 
stores  myself,  I  agree  with  "Watchman"  that  a  trade-union 
would  be  useless.  Some  other  organisation  is  necessary, 
formed  of  chemists  themselves,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society.    What,  indeed,  is  the  use  of  tho 


560 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  2,  1898 


Pharmaceutical  Society  if  it  cannot  form  some  protection  for 
those  whose  money  supports  it  ? 

With  regard  to  assistants  selling  themselves  to  company's 
.stores,  "  Realities,"  no  doubt,  would  prefer  working  night 
and  day  without  rest  for  his  modest  sum  rather  than 
"degrade"  himself  by  joining  a  store.  "Realities"  must 
remember  that  in  these  stores  some  of  the  smartest  assist- 
ants are  to  be  found,  who  have  "degraded"  themselves  by 
^accepting  a  more  reasonable  salary  and  more  liberty ;  and 
why  1  Because,  as  everyone  is  aware,  the  assistant  who 
■works  for  a  so-called  "  high-class  chemist "  is  poorly  paid, 
and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  is  nothing  more  than  a  slave  to 
his  employer.  "  Fiery  Cross "  is  quite  mistaken  in  his  ob- 
servation of  the  "  company  assistant"  and  the  "legitimate 
chemist  assistant."    Possibly  he  has  not  tried  both. 

The  point  is  that  whilst  companies  are  allowed  to  open 
their  branches  here  and  there,  assistants  will  go  to  them  so 
long  as  they  continue  to  offer  better  salary  than  the  private 
chemist,  and,  until  this  is  checked  or  modified,  there  will  be 
.no  chance  for  the  small  capitalist  without  being  invaded. 
Again,  private  chemists  must  offer  greater  advantages  than 
the  stores  if  they  wish  to  prevent  assistants  going  there. 
Finally,  I  appeal  to  every  chemist  and  qualified  assistant 
who  is  enthusiastic  in  this  matter  to  present  a  petition  to  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  to  take  up  the  matter  ;  otherwise  I 
do  not  see  how  any  other  organisation  can  be  of  any 
assistance.  Yours  faithfully, 

March  28.  Pbudexcio.    (132/32  ) 

The  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  and 
Companies. 

SiE,  —My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  last  week's  issue  of 
your  journal — viz.,  that  the  firm  of  J.  Waters  &  Sons 
(Limited)  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  a  pro- 
secution. This  statement  I  characterise  as  deliberately 
false  and  misleading.  There  could  not  be  any  possibility  of 
■a  prosecution  where  there  was  no  offence  against  the  law, 
for  I  neither  sold  poisons  or  compounded  the  medicines  before 
the  forming  of  my  company. 

The  only  circulars  I  had  from  the  Registrar  of  that  Society 
was  one  asking  me  who  was  the  proprietor  of  the  business 
carried  on  at  4  Winthrop  Street,  and  another  asking  why  I 
•called  myself  a  druggist.  To  the  first  I  could  not  reply.  I 
then  had  a  registered  letter  sent  to  me  calling  my  attention 
to  the  matter,  and  threatening  a  prosecution  for  not  com- 
plying with  the  Act  of  Parliament  by  giving  the  information 
■required.  I  then  gave  the  information  required,  and  heard 
nothing  further  till  some  months  after  my  company  was 
formed,  and  then  I  had  another  circular  asking  the  same 
•questions,  and  I  replied  giving  the  name  of  a  fully  qualified 
pharmaceutical  chemist  as  the  manager  of  the  dispensing 
department.  It  appears  to  me  as  if  the  wiseacres  composing 
that  Society  by  these  selfish  proceedings  have  cut  a  stick  to 
beat  their  own  backs. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours  truly, 
Cork,  March  23.  J.  Watees. 

The  Late  Mr.  Snook's  Businesses. 

SiE. — Last  week  in  your  obituary  notice  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Snook 
a  slight  error  appeared  with  reference  to  the  business  carried 
on  under  the  title  of  Munro  &  Co.  in  Regent  Street,  which 
you  will  kindly  correct. 

Mr.  Snook  was  the  owner  of  this  business  for  a  short  time 
only,  and  sold  it  to  its  present  proprietors  in  1891,  or  three 
years  before  the  incorporation  of  "  Foreign  Chemists 
(Limited)."  Yours  faithfully. 

83  Mortimer  Street,  W.  H.  Thomas. 

Great  Portland  Street,  W. 
March  29. 

The  Inland  Revenue  Screw. 

Sir, — I  hope  all  loyal  chemists  received  in  a  due  spirit 
of  thankfulness  the  most  recent  decision  of  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  on  "  Balsam  for  coughs  and  colds."  It  is 
really  very  good  of  them  (considering  how  much  money  will 
be  required  this  year  for  the  Army  and  Navy)  to  permit  us 
to  use  a  few  titles  without  demanding  medicine  duty ;  but  it 
is  another  reminder  that  in  their  view  we  have  no  legal  right 
but  are  only  graciously  permitted  in  the  meantime,  and 
until  they  change  their  mind,  to  use  certain  titles  free  of 


duty.  Those  of  us  whose  desire  is  to  have  the  same  freedom 
in  selling  medicines  as  is  enjoyed  in  Ireland,  welcome  this 
fresh  application  of  the  screw,  and  hope  for  more,  as  the 
only  likely  means  of  putting  an  end  to  the  prevailing 
lethargy  in  the  trade  on  the  subject. 

March  29,  1898.  I  am,  &c.,  W.C. 

Physicians  and  Pharmacology. 

SiE, — Years  ago,  ere  ignorance  of  therapeutics  had  been 
elevated  into  the  fashion,  and  when  medicine  still  claimed 
to  be  the  healing  art,  physicians  were  popularly  supposed  to 
understand  the  difference  between  an  extract  and  a  crude 
drug. 

I  happen  to  be  interested  in  the  question  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  animal  substances  in  medicine,  and  occasionally 
read  articles  in  the  Lancet  and  British  Medical  Journal 
with  a  view  to  gleaning  some  information  on  the  subject.  It 
is,  however,  most  confusing  to  find  writers  relate  the  obtaining 
certain  results  from,  say,  thyroid  extract,  when  it  is  morally 
certain  that  the  preparation  used  was  merely  the  powdered 
gland,  or  some  compression  of  it. 

Perhaps  if  you  were  kindly  to  draw  attention  to  the 
matter  the  medical  papers  in  question  might  improve  their 
terminology.  Yours,  &c, 

L.P.S.I.  (127/34.) 

Antipyrin  and  Spt.  ./Ether.  Nit. 

In  Mr.  T.  Dunlop's  paper,  on  page  497  of  last  week's 
issue,  the  faint-green  colour  in  forty-eight  hours  is  incor- 
rectly attributed  to  No.  1  tube  instead  of  No.  3,  the  sodium 
acetate  tube  ;  the  word  "mixed"  is  also  printed  "fixed." 

The  Doctor's  Dispenser. 

A  Herefordshire  Chemist  (118/42)  sends  us  a  letter  he  has 
received  from  the  friend  of  a  gardener  who  is  out  of  work. 
The  friend  writes  : — "  I  am  sorry  for  the  Gardener  for  he  his 
goin  down  the  Hill  of  Life  and  it  is  a  rather  dull  time  for 
Gardeners  to  get  in  he  say  he  could  do  on  2  or  3  days  a  week 
for  a  time  he  his  a  good  gardener  and  he  knows  how  to  dis- 

pence  medison  having  done  so  for  a  Dr.  in  for  years  and 

understand  them  and  can  read  and  Pronnonce  any  Prescrip- 
tion if  you  would  be  so  kind  as  to  give  him  a  thought  if  you 
should  be  wanting." 

How's    This  ? 

SiE. — A  lady  called  on  me  the  other  day  with  a  great 
complaint  about  her  hair  being  all  matted  together  since  she 
commenced  using  the  following  wash: — 


Liquor  amnion,  (fort.)       ...  ...  k  oz. 

Ol.  amygdalae  (almond  oil )  ...  h.  oz. 

Spirit  of  rosemary  ...       ...  ...  2  oz. 

Aqua;  mellis  (sweet  water)  ...  1  oz. 


I  asked  where  she  got  it  made  up,  and  found  that  she  had 
been  doing  the  thing  on  the  cheap  by  buying  a  Id.  and 
2d.  worth  of  the  various  ingredients  ;  but  when  it  came  to 
aquaj  mellis,  what  was  it  ?  She  asked  a  doctor,  and  this  is  a 
copy  of  what  he  wrote  to  her  : — 

"  Aqure  mellis  means  sweet  water,  but  is  not  an 
ordinary  formula  in  pharmacy ;  but  I  presume  it  just  means 
water  sweetened  with  white  sugar,  and  that  is  generally 
called  simple  syrup  in  pharmacy.  All  the  other  ingredients 
are  to  be  put  together,  and  then  as  much  of  sweet  water  put 
in  as  would  make  up  the  whole  quantity  to  4  oz. — i  e.,  8  table- 
spoonfuls." 

A  free  application  of  warm  water  soon  released  the  matted 
locks,  and  the  wash  sec.  art.  has  been  made  up  satisfactorily 
several  times,  but  not  at  a  cut  price. 

Yours  truly, 

Abden.  (121/60) 


LEGAL  QUERIES. 


129/62.  Chemicus. — It  is  not  legal  for  a  traveller  or  hawker 
to  sell  stamped  medicines  from  a  stock  he  carries  with  him. 
He  must  sell  on  licensed  premises,  and  the  Board  of  Inland 
Revenue  will  not  recognise  a  van  or  a  portmanteau  as 
"  premises." 
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129/55.  S.  V.  M. — Nobody  can  sell  methylated  spirit 
without  taking  a  methylated-spirit  licence. 

131/25.  J.  K  W— You  are  liable  to  a  penalty  of  20?.  if, 
not  being  a  registered  dentist,  you  describe  yourself 
either  in  print  or  verbally  as  a  dentist.  No  evidence  of 
experience  will  be  of  any  avail. 

130,67.  W.  B—  See  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,  page  214,  for  article  on  registration  of  trade-marks. 

132/50.  Molar  asks  if  the  Dentists  Act  is  passed  in 
Jersey,  will  the  registered  Jersey  dentist  be  entitled  to 
practise  and  style  himself  a  dentist  in  England  ?  No  ;  that 
would  be  allowing  the  Jersey  Legislature  to  repeal  a  British 
statute. 

131/23.  Debtor  says  a  tourist  bought  photographic  goods, 
&c,  amounting  to  51. 8s.  He  left  without  paying  his  account, 
but  left  a  valuable  camera  in  charge  of  the  firm.  Had  they 
a  right  to  detain  the  camera  until  the  account  was  paid  ? 
[No  ;  they  have  no  lien  on  the  camera  left  with  them  for  safe 
custody  in  respect  of  their  debt  against  the  owner.  There 
might  be  an  implied  undertaking  on  the  part  of  the  owner 
of  the  camera  to  pay  for  its  safe  keeping,  and  in  that  case 
the  firm  would  have  a  lien  on  the  camera  as  warehousemen. 
Apparently,  however,  they  were  gratuitous  bailees,  and  have 
therefore  no  lien  whatever.  The  proper  remedy  of  the 
owner  is  to  'summon  them  before  the  magistrates  for  un- 
lawful detention,  or  to  make  a  formal  demand  and  then 
summon  them  for  detinue  in  the  County  Court.  In  the 
latter  case  the  firm  would  be  able  to  set  up  a  counterclaim 
for  the  account,  but  they  would  have  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
action,  and  the  defendant  would  have  to  pay  the  costs  of  the 
counterclaim.] 

133/79.  D.  E.  C. — No  employer  is  _bound  to  \ give  a  re- 
ference. 

133/74.  Nomen. — If  Janyone  enters  into  an  agreement  not 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  retail  chemist  and  druggist 
within  a  certain  space  and  period,  that  would  not,  we  should 
say,  prevent  him  from  manufacturing  a  medicinal  speciality 
and  selling  it  in  the  same  locality  through  agencies,  nor 
would  it  prevent  him  joining  a  wholesale  drug-house.  It 
would  prevent  him  opening  a  retail  "  drug-store." 

131/38.  Dissatisfied. — (1)  The  person  giving  the  order  for 
the  goods,  and  to  whom  they  were  delivered,  is  the  person 
primarily  liable  to  pay,  and  in  this  case  would  probably  be 
the  son.  Under  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  in  order  to  make  a 
third  person  liable  for  the  debts  of  another,  there  must  be 
an  agreement  in  writing  to  pay  the  same,  and  that  agreement 
must  be  supported  by  some  consideration.  We  should  think, 
having  regard  to  the  facts  of  this  case  (which  are  not  very 
clearly  stated),  you  would  have  no  difficulty  in  recovering  if 
you  sued  the  father  on  the  letters  which  you  say  he  has 
given  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  give  an  opinion  of  any  value 
without  having  the  dates  of  delivery  and  the  documents 
before  us.  (2)  You  bought  a  fixture  from  B,  and  now,  B 
being  dead,  W  claims  it  from  you  on  the  ground  that  B  had 
not  paid  him  for  it.  You  have  nothing  to  do  with  that. 
When  W  sold  it  to  B  and  handed  it  over,  the  property  in 
the  fixture  passed  to  B,  and  W  had  a  right  of  action  for  the 
price.  On  B  selling  it  to  you  (you  probably  having  paid  for 
it  ;  if  not  it  makes  no  difference)  the  property  in  the  fixture 
passed  from  B  to  you.  There  is  no  privity  of  contract  be- 
tween W  and  you,  and  W  has  no  property  in  the  fixture,  so 
that  if  he  commences  an  action,  and  the  facts  are  as  stated, 
he  will  have  the  pleasure  of  paying  your  costs. 

133/23.  8.  C.  N.  says  the  Municipal  Corporation  have 
bought  from  his  landlord  the  shop  he  occupies,  and  his 
landlord  has  given  him  six  months'  notice  to  quit.  The 
Corporation  are  making  certain  street  improvements  in  con- 
sequence of  a  railway  coming  through  the  town.  He  cannot 
obtain  premises  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  wants  to  know 
if  he  can  obtain  compensation  from  anyone  and  how.  He 
adds,  "My  tenancy  does  not  terminate  until  June,  1899." 
In  that  case  he  can  disregard  the  landlord's  notice  to  quit 
in  six  months,  and  if  his  place  is  wanted  before  June,  1899, 
he  must  be  bought  out  by  the  Corporation  or  the  railway 


company.  To  enable  them  to  do  this,  the  Corporation  or  Hie 
railway  company  must  serve  him  with  what  is  knowE  as  a 
notice  to  treat  under  the  Land  Clauses  Act.  He  will  then 
be  entitled  to  employ  a  surveyor  and  solicitor  to  prepare  faiu 
claim,  and  the  Corporation  or  the  company  will  have  to  pay 
the  surveyor's  and  solicitor's  charges.  In  making  the  claim 
the  claimant  will  be  entitled  to  be  paid  for  the  loss  of  hia 
business  until  the  expiration  of  the  tenancy,  and  also  to 
have  his  stock  and  fixtures  taken  and  paid  for  at  a  valuation, 
and  to  have  the  value  of  his  lease  assessed  for  the  unex- 
pired term,  as  his  shop  may  be  worth  twice  as  much  rent  au 
he  gives  for  it.  If  a  reasonable  claim  is  sent  in,  based  cd 
the  profits  of  the  business  for  the  past  three  years,  no  doubt 
he  will  be  compensated  without  trouble ;  but  he  is  not 
entitled  to  send  in  any  claim  until  he  gets  a  notice  to  treat. 
He  ought  to  write  to  the  landlord,  and  tell  him  that  he 
intends  to  disregard  the  notice  to  quit. 

134/15.  Inquirer.— It  is  not  essential  that  you  should 
have  been  with  a  registered  chemist  for  three  years.  The 
condition  preliminary  to  examination  is  that  you  must 
produce  a  certified  declaration  that  you  have  been  for  three 
years  practically  engaged  in  the  translation  and  disper  .  ; ; 
of  prescriptions. 


MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  and  their  employes  only;  queries  must, 
there/ore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  pii\V 
Notice  to  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par  • 
8  8.  nculars  regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  s.i  Ttpie. 
Queries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


120/58.    Flax.— Waterproof  Linen  Sail-cloth. — There 

are  many  methods,  patent  and  secret,  for  waterproofing 
linen,  and  most  of  them  are  exceedingly  complicated, 
although  when  the  processes  are  examined  they  are  for.nd  to 
depend,  more  or  less,  upon  coating  fibres  with  an  insoluble 
soap.  The  sample  which  you  send  us  is  distinctly  of  that 
nature,  there  being  no  difficulty  in  isolating  the  fatty  acid  of 
the  soap.  The  following  is  one  of  the  simplest  processes ; — 
The  linen  is  first  dipped  to  saturation  in  a  10-per-cent. 
solution  of  alum,  then  brushed  with  the  following  solution  : 

Common  resin         ...  ...  4  oz. 

Carbonate  of  soda   5  oz. 

Yellow  soap   5  oz. 

Water   1  gal. 

Dissolve  the  soda  in  1  pint  of  water,  boil  and  add  the  powdered 
resin ;  stir  until  dissolved.  Dissolve  the  soap  in  the  rest  cf  the 
water  (hot),  and  add  to  the  resin  solution,  stirring  well. 

This  soap  'solution  is  to  be  well  brushed  over  with  the 
material,  using  a  hard  brush.  The  cloth  is  then  partly 
dried  and  calendered. 

112/25  Chamey. — Dulcin  is  the  name  of  a  saccharic  made 
by  J.  D.  Riedel,  Berlin.  It  is  well  known  on  the  Continent, 
and  you  should  have  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  it. 

117/49.  Derma.— Barnard  Smith's  "Metric  System  of 
Arithmetic"  (Macmillans,  3d.)  will  give  you  all  the  informa- 
tion you  require. 

114/3.  L.  L.— Toffy.—  This  is  hardly  in  our  line,  but  he 
following  makes  a  very  palatable  sweetmeat : — 

Brown  sugar  Is  lb. 

Butter  4  oz. 

Lemon-juice  ...       ...       •■•       •••    1  oz. 

Heat  together  in  an  enamelled  saucepan  until  a  little  ci  it 
placed  in  cold  water  breaks  with  a  crisp  fracture,  then  pc  .ir  into 
well-greased  moulds. 

130,72.  Pit.  Ckem  —There  is  a  list  of  Biblical  drugfj  in 
the  G.  $  D.,  March  16,  1895,  page  373.  You  will  also  find 
a  good  account  by  Sir  Joseph  Hooker  in  Eyre  &  Spottic- 
woode's  "  Teacher's  Bible."  If  you  read  German,  and  send  us 
a  stamped  addressed  envelope,  we  will  post  you  a  paper  by 
Dr.  J.  Berendes,  entitled  "  Materia  Medica  der  Israelites" 
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114/72.  RoUenj. — Water-glass  for  preserving  eggs  is 
solution  of  either  potassium  or  sodium  silicate.  Sodium 
silicate  is  the  cheaper  of  the  two. 

114/30.    Hemp.— Bird-tonic  :  — 

Ferri  sulph   5j. 

Pulv,  gentian.    5j. 

Pulv.  glycyrrh.    $ss. 

Saccliari       ...    oss. 

Mik  a  saltspoonful  with  the  day's  supply  of  bird-seed. 

128/13.  //.  S.  F,  B. — TJng.  hydrarg.  oxid.  rub.  is  generally 
supplied  as  Golden  Ointment.  The  ointment  of  yellow 
oxide  of  mercury  and  vaseline  is  more  used  by  oculists. 

127,46.  Patricius. — The  use  of  acids  for  destroying 
stumps  of  trees  which  have  been  left  in  the  ground  would  be 
too  expensive.  You  will  find  "  firing "  the  roots  the  easier 
plan. 

123/24.  Enterprise. — If  you  have  a  thing  that  there  is 
thousands  or  millions  in  you  should  try  Mr.  Hooley. 

127/39.  T.  Jr.  B. — The  vertical  perforated-disc  eniulsifier 
described  on  page  487,  1898  Diaby,  is  obtainable  from 
Messrs.  J.  H.  Day  &  Co.,  Cincinnati.  Ohio. 

122/13.    Lhnonis  Your  sample  of   Ess.   Lemon  is  a 

mixture  of  spirit  and  oil  of  lemon  about  1  in  8.  It  is  filtered 
bright  after  mixing. 

126/23.  Staffordshire—  Brown-boot  Polish.— See  C.  %  B., 
February  12,  1898,  page  295:  and  November  27,  1897, 
page  855. 

126/59.  Bresdcn. — Iudiavubber  is  moulded  by  using 
warm  moulds  and  intense  pressure. 

125/65,  Beccabvnga. — Cauliflower  (Brassica  lotrytis)  is 
distinct  from  broccoli  (Brassica  cynwsa),  although  some  of 
the  varieties  of  cauliflower  and  broccoli  resemble  each  other 
very  much. 

125/64.  Peroxide  has  a  customer  who,  having  discontinued 
using  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  wants  to  get  back  the  natural 
colour  of  the  hair.  In  time  the  hair  will  regain  its  colour, 
but  in  the  meantime  a  weak  solution  of  permanganate  of 
potash  (2  gr.  to  1  oz.)  will  make  the  bleached  appearance 
less  noticeable. 

121/13.  Nella. — Simply  washing  in  water  is  enough  for 
slightly-soiled  sponges,  but,  if  not  enough  in  your  case,  put 
the_  sponges  into  a  solution  of  permanganate  of  potash. 
Wring  out  and  transfer  to  a  bath  of  sulphurous  acid  and 
water,  and  well  wash. 

123/22.  Nigrum. — An  ink  to  produce  the  colour  you  wish 
is  made  by  such  a  formula  as  that  given  in  the  C.  A  B., 
January  1,  1898,  page  29. 

124/21.  Alpha.—  You  will  find  the  formula  for  zinc 
glycerine  jelly  in  the  C.  %  B.,  August  28,  1897,  page  369. 

124/55.  Zeta,.— The  decolorisation  of  inf.  morph.  hypo- 
derm,  on  keeping  is  due  to  decomposition  of  the  acetate 
radicle.    Such  an  injection  is  not  fit  for  use. 

122/28.    (ringer. — Brewed  Gingerbeer: — 

Bruised  ginger   H  oz. 

Cream  of  tartar   l"  oz. 

Loaf  sugar  H  lbs. 

Put  these  ingredients  into  an  earthenware  vessel  and  pour  on  a 
gallon  of  boiling  water.  When  nearly  cold  add  a  gill  of  yeast, 
cover  over  with  a  blanket  and  let  it  stand  in  a  warm  place' until 
next  morning.  Then  skim  it  and  run  through  a  filtering-bag  and 
bottle.  The  juice  of  a  lemon  added  to  the  above  quantity  im- 
proves it. 

125/61.  Tim  on.— Naphthalin  is  not  an  insecticide.  It  is 
only  fatal  to  low  organisms.  The  smell  of  naphthalin  is, 
however,  very  objectionable  to  fleas  and  beetles,  and  would 
Cause  them  to  give  the  substance  a  wide  berth. 


123/7.  Lowe—  (1)  Linseed  oil  destroys  the  antiseptic 
properties  of  carbolic  acid.  (2)  If  you  only  require  small 
quantities  of  ice  the  method  used  in  making  ice-cream,  by 
immersing  a  vessel  containing  the  liquid  it  is  desired  to 
freeze  in  a  freezing-mixture  of  nitrate  of  ammonia,  car- 
bonate of  soda,  and  water,  equal  parts,  will  suit  you. 

124/54.  Crux.— (1)  Custard-powder.  See  C.  %  B., 
January  23,  1897,  (2)  Graduated  measures  can  be  stocked 
and  sold  without  any  legal  liability,  but  you  must  keep  them 
distinct  from  the  stamped  measures  you  are  using  in  your 
business. 

125/55.  .1.  J.  W.-  -We  do  not  undertake  to  identify 
powdered  drugs.  The  sample  you  send  is  not  conium 
maculatum. 

122/58.  J.  N.  C— Dr.  Mackenzie  Davidson,  76  Portland 
Place,  W.,  uses  the  x  rays  in  his  ophthalmic  practice  with 
marked  success. 

92/38.  J.  C.  G. — We  cannot  find  anything  but  methylated 
spirit  in  the  cow-tonic  and  cleanser. 

126/67.    A,  S. — Dentifrice-water  like  your  sample:  — ■ 

Quillaia  in  coarse  powder  ...       ...  Jiv, 

Cochineal  (bruised)  ...       ...       ...  5j. 

Glycerine    %u]. 

Rectified  spirit    §v. 

Macerate  four  days  and  add  — 

Carbolic  acid  (crystals)    5j. 

Oil  of  rose-geranium    nix. 

Oil  of  wintergreen    ...       ...       ...  nixXi 

Oil  of  cloves   itix. 

Tincture  of  pellitory    Jiss. 

Hose-water    3xxx. 

Macerate  another  four  days  and  filter. 

121/37.  Kolono. — (1)  The  ointment  for  eczema  has  the 
following  approximate  formula  :— 

Hyd.  amm.  chlor.    ...      ...      ...    gr,  xxx, 

Liq.  pic-is  carbonis   5j. 

Vaseline  ad     %\. 

M. 

(2)  Your  formula  for  Teething-powders  is  too  complicated. 
A  simple  mixture  of  calomel  and  sugar  is  all  that  is  required. 
If  made  1  in  2|  the  dose  for  a  child  of  six  months  will  be 
2.v  gr.  (3)  Muscadine-wine  is  the  name  given  to  several 
kinds  of  sweet  and  strong  Italian  and  French  wines,  white 
and  red,  made  from  muscadine-grapes.  (4)  Chillie-paste. — 
We  gave  a  formula  in  0.  &•  B.,  September  26,  1896,  page 
504.  Fng.  oleo-resinaj  capsici,  B.P.,  is  another  form  of  this 
article. 

132/11     Rex. — Milk-praservative  :  — 

Boric  acid   3  lbs. 

Bicarbonate  of  soda  ...       ...    1  lb. 

Mix  and  allow  to  stand  twenty-four  hours  in  the  air  till  the 
mixture  becomes  damp.  Then  dry  and  powder.  A  dessert- 
spoonful is  required  for  3  gals,  of  milk. 

131/70  Nemo. — (1)  The  formula  for  coca-wine  essence 
was  published  in  C.  $  B.,  January  30,  1897,  page  198.  (2) 
We  do  not  know. 

130/39.  Mirpah. — The  varnish  used  for  protecting  silver 
and  electro-plated  articles  from  tarnishing  is  solution  of 
celluloid,  1  oz.,  in  amyl  acetate,  20  oz. 

115/37.  Gum. — (1)  Treatment  of  Worms  (Thread  and 
Round). — Injections  of  salt  and  water  (53.  to  Oj.)  or 
infusion  of  quassia  effectually  dislodge  these  parasites.  As 
an  internal  remedy,  santonine,  in  doses  of  from  2  to  5  gr., 
is  the  best,  and  should  be  followed  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil. 
Attention  6hould  be  paid  to  diet  and  hygiene.  (2)  Ince's 
"  Latin  Grammar  of  Pharmacy,"  with  the  Vocabulary  at  the 
end,  is,  we  think,  the  book  you  require.  (3)  We  expect  to 
make  an  announcement  next  week. 
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128/69.  Citrate. — Sodii  citro-tartras  effervescens,  B.P., 
is  the  official  representative  of  Mag.  Cit.  Gran.  Eff.  The 
following  is  a  formula  for  a  good-quality  commercial  article : — 

Bicarbonate  of  so da  ...       ...       ...  lb.  ij. 

Tartaric  acid   ox-xv. 

Citric  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Sulphate  of  magnesia  (powdered) ...  §iij. 

Icing-sugar   lb.  iij. 

Granulate  by  heat. 

129/68.  Misty. — Hebra's  potash-soap  spirit  in  the  1897 
Diast,  page  482,  is  the  soap  you  require. 

130/9.    A.  S. — Cheap  Nursery  Hair-lotion  : — 

Cort.  quillaiae  cont   §ss. 

Lign.  quassife...       ...       ...       ...  Jj. 

Chiratas    5ij. 

Aq.  bullientis    Oij. 

Infuse  for  one  hour,  strain,  and  add — 

Sodii  salicyl   ,*)j. 

Tr.  lavand.  co.   5j. 

Set  aside  for  four  days,  filter,  and  bottle. 

813/98.  Rogo.—(l)  Bronzing-fluid  for  iron.— This  con- 
sists of — 


Liq.  ferri  perchlor.  fort. 
Ac.  nitric.     ...  ... 


|  partes  teq. 


The  fluid  is  painted  on  with  a  brush,  the  metal  being  then 
washed  with  water.  (2)  Condition-powder,  as  your 
sample  ; — 


M. 


Anthn.  nigr.  . 
P.  foenugrsec. . 
Potass,  nitr.  . 
P.  gentian. 
P.  glycyrrh.  . 


Si- 
ll 
Siv. 


114/35.    Clyde. — Mixture  for  Epilepsy,  as  your  sample : — 

Potass,  bromid.   5iv. 

Spt.  chlorof  5ij- 

Inf.  chirettte  cone  5iss. 

Aq.  ad  gviij. 

5oS.  pro  dosis. 

22/2.    Thymol. — (1)  Ginger-wine  Powder:— 

Gingerin    5ij. 

Capsicin    gv.  30. 

Oil  of  lemon   ni30 

Tartaric  acid   oviij. 

Sugar   gviij. 

Mix.    §j.  packets. 

Directions. — Add  a  pound  of  sugar  to  the  powder,  and  pour  on 
a  quart  of  boiling  water,  stir  till  dissolved,  and  add  sufficient 
water  to  make  1  gal. 


5ij. 
5j. 
ovj. 


(2)  Mixture  for  Pits  :— 

Potass,  bromid. 
Inf.  gent.  cone. 

Aq.  chlorof.  ad   

One  tablespoonful  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

127/6.  Ajax. — M.  J.  Ellwood's  paper  on  "  Microscopic 
Examination  of  Extracts  from  Official  Tinctures  "  was  read 
before  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  1870. 

101/27.  T.  G.  Co.— Washing-oil.— The  following  gives 
an  article  as  your  sample : — 

Yellow  soap   §viij. 

Sal  soda        ...       ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Oil  of  citronella    5j. 

Soft  water    Cong.  j. 

109/4.  Substitute.— Cream-of  tartar  Substitute.— This 
is  a  mixture  of  acid  sulphate  of  potash  (9)  and  rice- 
powder  (1). 

133/21.  H.  H.  D .—The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  the 
adopted  organ  of  the  principal  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
South  Africa.    There  is  no  similar  journal  published  there. 

„  13^I6}-A-  W-  -B-— There  is  a  formula  for  a  stencil-ink  in 
the  C.  $  D.,  September  18,  1897,  page  504. 


127/58.  Pharaoh. — The  most  effective  Pharaoh's  Ser- 
pents' Eggs  are  made  by  massing  sulphocyanide  of  mercury 
with  mucilage  of  tragacanth,  and  rolling  into  pill-like 
masses,  bearing  in  mind  that  both  the  chemical  and  fumes 
when  burnt  are  very  poisonous. 

130/20.  Conon  Bridge. — Prussian  blue  and  ultramarine 
are  the  two  blue  powders  used  for  ticket-ink,  according  to 
the  colour  required. 

130/42.  Pulveres. — There  is  no  book  published  on  drug- 
grinding.  The  best  information  procurable  is  in  the  TnE 
Chemists'  and  Drug  gists'  Diaey,  1898. 

121/34.  F.  B.—  (V)  You  will  get  a  superior  Finishing- 
dressing  for  boots  if  you  dissolve  aniline  black  and  blue  in 
the  aqueous  solution  of  shellac.  The  proportion  you  will 
soon  find  out  by  experiment.  We  know  such  a  dressing  is 
used,  but  have  not  the  exact  formula. 

(2)  Kid-reviver : — 


Logwood  chips 
Sulphate  of  iron 
Water  


§iv. 
5ss. 
Oij. 


Boil  half  an  hour.    Strain  into  a  mixture  of— 

Powdered  tragacanth         ...       ...  5ss, 

Soft  soap   3j. 

Glycerine    Siij. 

To  this  add  a  solution  of — 

Salicylic  acid ...       ...       ...       ...  5ss. 

Oil  of  wintergreen   ...       ...       ...  m.iv. 

Spirit   5j. 

And  add— 

Water  to  make    Oij 

132  52.  Cachou. — Anonymous  inquirers  are  not  at- 
tended to. 

116/62.  Constance. — Will  you  examine  the  yellow  wax 
you  are  using  for  your  furniture-cream?  Many  failures  are 
due  to  paraffin  being  mixed  with  the  yellow  wax.  If  you  do 
not,  however,  succeed  with  a  pure  sample  of  wax,  the  addition 
of  soap  will  be  all  tbat  is  required  to  make  a  good  emulsion. 

128/44.  Ty7ce.— To  make  Crystallised  Fruit  the  syrup 
used  should  be  slightly  stronger  than  B.P.  syr.  simpl.  The 
fruit  is  boiled  in  the  syrup  for  a  minute,  taken  out,  drained, 
sprinkled  with  sugar,  and  dried  in  a  current  of  warm  air, 
the  process  being  repeated  once.  Large  fruits,  such  as  pine- 
apple, are  cut  up  before  subjecting  them  to  this  treatment. 

127/71.  Senna. — The  following  makes  a  good  Veterinary 
Embrocation : — 

01.  terebinth   oxvj- 

Camphors    ...      ...       ...      ...  §j. 

Saponis  mollis         ...       ...       ...  §ij. 

Aq.  dest   3ij-  vel  q.s. 

Mix  the  soap  with  the  water,  dissolve  the  camphor  in  the  tur- 
pentine, mix  the  two,  and  bring  to  proper  consistency  with  water. 

131/46.  W.  J.  P. — Liebig's  Food  is  the  name  of  the 
type  of  infants'  food  in  which  cooked  flour  is  used  as  a  basis, 
as  in  the  following: : — 


Cooked  flour  (powdered) 
Powdered  malt 
Bicarbonate  of  soJa... 
Sugar  of  milk 


H  lb. 
2  oz. 

3  OZ. 

2  oz. 


Some  other  formulns  for  infants'  food  are  given  in  C.  §  D., 
January  1,  1898,  page  13. 


132/39. 


Cone. — Aromatic  Fumigating-pastilles  : — 

Cascarilla    4  oz. 

Benzoin    2  Oz. 

Yellow  sanders    2  oz. 

Olibanum    2  oz. 

Nitre   2  oz. 


Oil  of  cinnamoi: 
Oil  of  cloves  ... 
Oil  of  lavender 
Charcoal 


...  20  drops 
...  20  drops 
...20  drops 
...    U  lb. 


Mix  the  powdered  drugs,  beat  into  a  mass  with  mucilage  of 
t  tragacanth,  and  roll  into  pastilles  with  a  pastille-machine. 


564 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


April  2,  1898 


121/64.  F.  H.  C— There  is  no  special  book  sold  for 
chemists'  stocktaking  that  we  know  of.  Your  best  plan  will 
be  to  rule  a  book  to  your  requirements. 

133, 5.    O.  II.  F.—{1)  Cheap  Toothache-tincture  :— 

Tannin  ...       ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Camphor    5iv. 

Carbolic  acid   5iv. 

Tincture  of  pellitory  to    Jjviij. 

Mix. 

(2)  Corn  and  Wart  Solvent:  — 

Ac.  salicylic.  ...       ...       ...       ...  5iv. 

Ext.  cannab.  hid.     ...       ...       ...  3ij. 

.Ether.  lj. 

Collodion,  flex,  ad    ...       ...       ...  ovuj- 

M. 

111/57.    B.  K. — (1)  Powder  Weed-killer :— 

Arsenic         ...       ...       ...       ...    1  lb. 

Carbonate  of  soda    ...       ...       ...    2  lbs. 

Prussian  blue...       ...       ...       ...    1  oz. 

Mix. 

Dissolve  two  tablespooufuls  in  3  gals,  of  warm  water  for  use  as 
a  weed-killer. 

(2)  In  Brandt's  "Fats  and  Oils,"  35s.  (Simpkin),  you  will 
find  information  about  lubricating-oils. 

123/25.  Sussex. — The  Draught  for  Cold,  &c,  of  Horses 
is  a  mixture  of  about  equal  parts  of  linseed,  cod-liver,  and 
green  oils.    The  dose  would  be  \  pint.  i 

114/25.  Landwjr. — The  Foot-rot  Cure  is  made  as 
follows  : — 

Cupri  acet.     ...       ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Ac.  acetic.     ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiv. 

Hydrarg.  perchlor.  ...       ...       ...  5ss- 

M. 

263/10.  A.  A.  C. — (1)  The  preservative-powders  are  both 
boric  acid.    (2)  Lemon-fruit  Crystals  : — 

Tartaric  acid   *viij. 

Oil  of  lemon  ...       ...       ...       ...  3'j- 

Sugar  (granulated)   Sviij. 

oij.  packets  or  bottles. 

Directions. — Add  to  the  contents  of  the  package  h  to  1  lb.  of 
sugar  and  enough  boiling  water  to  make  1  quart  of  syrup.  Of 
the  syrup  thus  prepared,  add  two  tablespooufuls  to  j  pint  of  water 
for  use. 

98/48.  Squills  (Tripoli). — We  cannot  suggest  anything  to 
take  out  the  fruit-stains  from  the  sample  of  grey  cashmere. 
Some  of  the  chemicals  we  have  tried  remove  the  stain  some- 
what, but  affect  the  colour  of  the  material. 


INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

Subjoined  are  notes  and  formula?  received  from  subscribers.  Similar 
information  is  always  welcome. 


New  Uses  for  Fossilite. — E.  S.  V.  finds  the  addition  of 
1  oz.  of  fossilite  (E.  L.  &  W.)  to  |  lb.  smelling-salts  keeps 
the  powder  from  becoming  clamp,  and  also  that  a  little 
fossilite  applied  with  a  dry  wash-leather,  is  a  splendid 
window-polisher. 

Practice  for  the  Minor. 

Subjoined  is  the  "Dispensing  and  Pharmacy"  paper  given 
at  the  Metropolitan  College  of  Pharmacy  last  Friday  to 
students  who  were  supposed  to  be  "ripe"  for  the  Minor. 
Others  will  find  it  good  for  practice.  The  time  allowed  is 
three  hours. 


Syrup,  ferri  iodid   5'v. 

Liquor  potass.    5'v. 

Syrupi  simpl....       ...       ...       ...  5'v. 

Aq.  dest.  ad   £ij. 

Ft.  mist. 


Sig. :  Capiat  cochleare  unum  parvum  quater  indies. 


Grammes 

Phosphori     ...       ...       ...       ...  '06 

Strychnin.     ...       ...       ...       ...  '06 

Pulv.  resin.    ...       ...       ...       ...  1'30 

Pulv.  sacchari         ...       ...       ...  1'30 

Misce  ut  fiat  massa  et  divide  in  pilulas  viginti. 

Sig. :  Capiat  1  statim  post  jentaculum  et  coenam  quotidie; 

01.  amygdal.  dulc.    ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Sodii  biborat   ...       ...  3iss. 

Glycerini    5ij- 

jEther.  acetici         ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Aq.  destill.  ad    ovJ- 

Ft.  lotio. 
Sig. :  Bene  infricanda  capillitium. 

Quinin.  sulph.         ...       ...       ...  gr.  vj. 

Ext.  nucis  vomic.     ...       ...       ...  gr.  j. 

Ferri  prussiatis    ...  gr.  xij. 

Sacchari  albi   gr.  xviij. 

Tere  accuratissime  et  divid  in  cachet  vj. 

Sig. :  Capiat  1  omni  nocte  donee  tota  capienda. 

Mitte  emplastrum  picis  hujus  formse  et  magnitudiuis  cuirt 
margine  adhaesivo. 

Sig. :  Sternum  applicandum. 

Make  six  oiutment-of-mercury  suppositories. 

Make  6  fl.  oz.  of  mucilage  of  starch,  and  with  this  prepare 
5  fl,  oz.  of  enema  of  aloes. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 


The  Editor  will  be  obliged  for  replies  to  the  following  from  any 
wJw  can  furnish  the  information. 


26/3.    "Matsu  Kilu"  perfume  :  where  obtainable  ? 
130/70.    Wholesale  agent  in  England  for  "  Syndetikon ." 
129/59.    Address  of  packers  of  "  St.  Dunstan  Tea." 

117/26.  Makers  of  patent  "Hygienic"  tooth  and  nail 
brushes  with  ventilating  holes. 

13^,51.    Address  of  manufacturers  of  racine-soap? 


Coming  ]£vent0. 


We  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 


Monday,  April  4. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry  (London  section),  Burlington 
House,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  "  The  Bacterial  Treatment  of  Sewage 
containing  Manufacturing  Refuse."    By  Mr.  W.  J.  Dibdin. 

Tuesday,  April  5. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  9  p.m.  First 
annual  dinner. 

Brighton  Junior  Association  of  Pharmacy,  Newburg  Hall, 

Cannon  Place,  at  9  p.m.    General  meeting. 
Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

Annual  business  meeting. 

Wednesday,  April  6. 

Pharmaceutical   Society   of  Great  Britain,  17  Bloomsbury 

Square,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.    Council  meeting. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Mount  Street,  Dublin. 

Council  meeting  at  3  P.M. 


International  Photographic  Exhibition,  Crystal  Palace.  The 
Royal  Photographic  Society  have  arranged,  for  the  convenience  of 
those  who  wish  to  deliver  their  exhibits  by  hand,  to  receive  them 
at  12  Hanover  Square,  from  April  4  to  7,  between  10  a.m.  and 
5  P.M. 


